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PREFACE. 


T H E following plain Difcourfes are 
fent abroad into the world merely in 
compliance with the injunctions of the 
Founder of that annual LeCture at which 
they were preached* With regard to the 
manner in which the Author of them hath 
difcharged the truft delegated to his care. He 
can only fay, that with more leifure and 
fewer avocations, his work might probably 
have been lefs faulty and better finished. 
But he hopes the nature of his fubjeCt is 
fuch and fo important, as may atone for 
fome defefts in the execution; and that 
the obligation of their publication will be 
a fufficient apology for it. 

Many attacks have been made of late, 
not only on fome of the leading Articles of 
Chriftianity, but even on the general plan 
and defign of it: And thefe have been in¬ 
deed the more dangerous, from the artful- 
nefs of the mode, and from the variety and 

fpeciouf- 
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fpecioufneft of the colouring in which they 
have been delivered. Againft writers of 
this (lamp are thefe Difcourfes chiefly le¬ 
velled 3 and perhaps there is no better-me¬ 
thod of confuting them, than by dating 
the truth in its genuine and fcriptural light,, 
and giving the general arguments that'fair 
arrangement which may be necefiary for, 
thofe, who either cannot, or will noj, exa¬ 
mine and fearch diligently the whole Book 
of God. 

The grand point which the Author has, 
principally attempted to illuftrate, is that 
well known but too much negledted truth* 
that Jefus Cbrifi is the Saviour? of the 
World, and the Redeemer of Mankind., 
This fundamental doctrine is fir ft proved, 
by the ancient Scriptures, or the,argument 
from Prophecy ; an argument, which* in 
its full fcope and completion, is irrehftible, 
and muft convince every candid and impar¬ 
tial mind : But in order to. induce men to 

t , . * * 1 * - 

judge for themfelves what is right, and to 
fearch the Scriptures, whether the grand 

do&rines of the Chriftian Faith are con¬ 
tained 
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tained therein, he haa endeavoured to. re¬ 
commend the knowledge and ftudy of them 
by fome very powerful and perfuafive mo¬ 
tives, He has in the next place conlidered 
the fuperior defireable nature of the ’trufr 
knowledge of God and Chrift, and the' 
comparative excellencies of the Chrif-> 
tian difcoveries over the greateft efforts of 
unaflifted Reafon, and even the earlier Re- 1 
velations of God himfelf under the Mofai- 
cal ceconomy. Thefe, jas fo many prepa» 
ratory fteps, tended to introduce the per- 
fon and character of tbo Son of God, 
whofe offices and high commiffion he hath 
explained, and (hewed him to be every 
way qualified for the very important errand 
on which he was fent$ a Light to lighten 
the Gentiles, that' all flefh fhould fee, and 
partake of the Salvation of God. 

Thus was God reconciling : the world 
unto himfelf: This was his gratuitous 
overture of Love and Mercy. It next be¬ 
hoves us to refled, what part or fhare.be¬ 
longs to us, to render this lb great Salva¬ 
tion effectual,. This idea hath given, occa- 
fion to an examination into the honour and 
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reverence due to that blelTed Son of God, 
who hath done fuch glorious things for us; 

. and alfo hath led to an. exposition of the 
nature and efficacy of our Christian Faith, 
and the neceffity of the publick confeffion 
or avowal of that faving vital Faith which 
is the natural certain confequence of its 
proceeding from confirmed principles of 
rational convidtion. But alas! as all are 
not Chrift’s that are called by .his holy 
name: The laft point, as no improper 
conclufion of the foregoing obfervations, is 
an inquiry into the caufes and reafons why 
this Faith thus important and thus recom¬ 
mended, is not more generally and univer¬ 
sally effectual to influence the heart and 
afFedtions; and how, after all, it happens, 
v that io many Shoul/i disregard their own 
plain interest, and that in a matter of fuch 
ejflential and eternal confequence. 

The Author hopes he has treated thefe 
momentous fubjects with a tolerable degree 
of precision and accuracy; and heartily 
wiShes his labours may be received by 
others,; with that Sincerity and good meaning 
with which they were written by himSelf, 
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ExtraSl from the lafi Will and TeJ -- 
tament of the late Rev. JOHN 
BAMPTON, Canon of Salilbuiy. 

-“ I give and bequeath my Lands 

“ and Elates to the Chancellor, Mailers* 
“ and Scholars of the Univerfity of Ox- 
“ ford for ever, to have and to hold all 
“ and lingular the faid Lands or Eftates 
** upon trull, and to the intents and pur- 
“ pofes hereinafter mentionedj that is to 
** fay, I will and appoint, that the Vice- 
«* Chancellor of the Univerfity of Oxford 
“ for the time being ihall take and receive 
“ all the rents, ilfues, and profits thereof* 
“ and (after all taxes, reparations, and ne- 
“ cefiary dedudlions made) that he pay all 
“ the remainder to the endowment of eight 
“ Divinity Lecture Sermons, to be ella- 
“ blilhed for ever in the faid Univerfity* 
“ and to be performed in the manner fol- 
** lowing: 

I diredt and appoint, that, upon the 
“ firll Tuefday in Ealler Term, a Lec- 
** turer be yearly chofen by the Heads of 

“ Colleges 
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** Colleges only, and by no others, in the 
** room adjoining to the Printing-Houfe, 
** between the hours of ten in the morn* 
“ ing and two in the afternoon, to preach 
** eight Divinity Ledture Sermons, the year 
** following, at St. Mary’s in Oxford, be- 
** tween the commencement of the laft 
u month in Lent Term, and the end of 
** the third week in Adi Term. 

“ Alfo I diredl and appoint, that the 
** eight Divinity Ledture Sermons {hall be 
** preached upon either of the following 
“ fubjedts — to confirm and eflablifh the 
“ Chriftian Faith, and to confute all he- 
*« reties and fchifmatics — upon the divine 
“ authority of the Holy Scriptures—upon 
“ the authority of the writings of the pri- 
«* mitive Fathers, as to the faith and prac- 
«* tice of the primitive Church—upon the 
** Divinity of our Lord and Saviour Jcfus 
** Chrift—upon the Divinity of the Holy 
** Ghoft—upon the Articles of the Chrif- 
“ tian Faith, as comprehended in the 
** Apoftles’ and Nicene Creeds. 

** Alfo I diredl, that thirty copies of the 
“ eight Divinity Ledlure Sermons fhall be 
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*« always printed, within two months after 
** they are preached, and one copy {hall be 
“ given to the Chancellor of the Univer- 
** fity, and one copy to the Head of every 
*« College, and one copy to the Mayor of 
** the City of Oxford, and one copy to be 
“ put into the Bodleian Library; and the 
expence of printing them {hall be paid 
“ out of the revenue of the Lands or 
“ Eftates given for eftablifhing the Divinity 
** Lefture Sermons j and the Preacher {hall 
“ not be paid, nor be entitled to the re- 
“ venue, before they are printed. 

“.Alfo I direft and appoint, that no 
“ perfon {hall be qualified to preach the 
** Divinity Ledture Sermons, unlefs he hath 
taken the Degree of Mailer of Arts at 
“ leaft, in one of the two Univerfities of 
“ Oxford or Cambridge j and that the 
4 ‘ fame perfon {hall never preach the Divi- 
** nity Ledlure Sermons twice.” 

‘the clear income of Mr. BamptonV ejlate 
amounts to about 120/. per ann. 
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John v. 39. the laft claufe. 

They are they •which tejlify of Me. 

The whole verfe runs thus, 

Search the Scriptures,for in them ye think ye 
have eternal life , and they are they •which 
tejlify of Me. 

I F we attentively confider either the ex¬ 
alted character of the Speaker of thefe 
words, or the plain lignification of the 
words themfelves, we cannot but look upon 
them as bearing a moft important tefti- 
xnony to the grace and condefcenfion of 
the Almighty, in fupporting the feverai 
manifeftations of his will with fuch clear 
A evi- 
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evidence of their fupreme authority, that 
our acquiefcence in, or belief of them, muft 
manifestly appear the genuine Tefuh of 
rational perfuaiion and convidtion. 

To foretd future events, to point Out 
perfons hereafter to exift, and circumftan- 
tially to defcribe the feveral diftinguifhing 
peculiarities of their lives and adtions, muft, 
when the determined period arrives cor- 
refponding with the antecedent predidtion, 
demonftrate the intervention of a Superior 
Being, and raife the attention of the world 
to regard it as proceeding from the -determi¬ 
nate counfel and foreknowledge of him *, wbofe 
word fall accompUJh that which be pleafetb , 
and it Jhall profper in the thing whereto ho 
fends it*. 

- Viewed in this light, the dflertion of our 
blcfled Lord in the text, If understood with 
a view to the full fcope of this argument, 
is a Sufficient vindication of his divine mif- 
fion; an ample proof that he aftiimed no 
novel or unheard of ch&radten that he atr 
tempted no other change in the religious 
fyftem of the Jews than what a long flic- 

* Afis 11.23. k If. lv. 11. 

ceffion 
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ceffion of their own Brophetehad prewoufly 
and fignificantly marked out. Inftead there¬ 
fore of being looked upon by them with an 
evil eye, at the enemy of their Law, they 
ought rather to have efteemed him as the 
continuator and perfe&er of it. 

t 

■■ ** * The Old Teftament, lays our Church 
“ in one of her Articles, is not contrary to 
“ the New: for both in the Old and New 
“ Te ft ament everlafting life is offered to ' 
** mankind by Chrift, who is the only me- 
a diator between God and man, being both 
« God and man*” A declaration this, not 
only verified by that famenefs of plan and 
ddign obfervable in each* but by the ex- 
prefs te^imony of Scripture itfclf. To 
this purpofe, the author of the Epiftle to 
the Hebrews begins his glorious defence 
of Chriftianity with this expreftive pofi- 
rion. God, who at fundry times and in di- 
lien manners, fyaie in tiny pofi unto the 
fathers by the prophets, hath in tbefe Jaji days 
JPoken unto us by bis Son *j clearly inti¬ 
mating, that the Chriftian as well as Jewifh 
Religion owed its original to one and the 

* .Ait: v8. * Het. i. 1,*. 

A 2 fame 
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feme divine Author j came equally recom¬ 
mended to the notice and efteem of man¬ 
kind, and bore equal credentials of God’s 
immediate infpiration: with this fpecial dif¬ 
ference however, that the Chriftian was to 
be introduced and eftablifhed in the world 
at its predefined feafon, when it fhould 
fuperfede the ncceffity and obligation of the 
other. 

The Gofpel of Chrift therefore could 
not be propofed to the world at its intro¬ 
duction, like the religion of nature, ac¬ 
cording to the fcheme of modern infidels, 
as only fit or reafonable to be complied with, 
but as a matter of general and indifpenfable 
duty, enaCted under the fevereft penalties 
by the authority of its divine Legiflator. 
We cannot then wonder at the zeal and 
eal-neftnefs of the Apoftfes and firft Preach¬ 
ers of it j or that fo many fhould be repre¬ 
fen ted as prefling into that Religion which 
offered the Kingdom of Heaven to its pro- 
felytes, and inyited every individual to con¬ 
fident as particularly^ addrefifed to himfelf 
by.that God, who hath alrightto)command 
his obedience, and a power to punifh his 
negledl or rejection of ft. 

And 
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And not more with zeal, than with fin- 
cerity and truth, did the Apoftles commend 
tbemfelves e and their doctrine to every-mans 
confcience in the fght of God: not indeed 
•with the enticing words of mans wifdom f , by 
philofophical and metaphyfical proofs, or 
abftraCted reafonings; for thefe are not level 
to the capacities of the generality of. man¬ 
kind y but by the plained narrations of 
faCts done upon earth, and confirmed by 
miracles from heaven, evincing that God 
was in them of a truth *, in demonjlration of 
the fpirit and of power ■ i 

Thole who have attempted to maintain 
that ft range fuggeftion, “ that Chrillianity 
** is not founded ’on argument," fecm to 
forget what hath been proved beyond all 
contradiction j that there are no clearer 
grounds and reafons, nor any of greater 
moral certainty, than can and have been 
given for the truth of the Gofpel: But 
thele, after all, have no greater weight than 
the force of moral evidence: This was 

• 2 Cor. iv. 2. • 1 Cor . li. 4. * 1 Cor • xiy. 2c. 

* I Cor. ii. 4. 

A 3 not 
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not the apoftolical method of arguing# 
which was i fimple attcftation of fads or 
hiftorical truths, the tcftimony of which 
all were capable! of Undcrftanding, becaiife 
it was fuited to the capacities of all. 

The Apbrtles, in confirmation of what 
.they fa id and what they did, were con¬ 
tinually appealing to the written word of 
God, to the Law, and to the Prophets # 
to the Scriptures acknowledged, by thofe 
' who were referred to them, to be Written 
under , the immediate dirediojn of God’s 
holy Spirit. Our bleffed Lord himfelf con- 
defcended to take this method for the 
ronvidion of others of the truth bf his 
dodrihe and his mifiion j which appears as 
well from the words and reafooings of the 
text, as from that memorable conference 
with the two Difciples. going to Emmaus# 
when beginning at Mqfes, and all the Pro¬ 
phets, he expounded unto ihemin all the Scrip* 
iures, .the things concerting, himfelf With 
(great propriety therefore did he afiure the 
Jews, that: had they beUrned Mofcsl they 
i would have believed him k . By appealing to 

1 Lukt xxw. Z7« k John v, 46. 

this 
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this allowed authority, St. Peter at his firft 
Sermon converted three theufimd fouls 1 to 
the faith of Chrift then newly riiea from 
the dead. Thus likewife, in that noble 
apology which St. Paul made before Agrsp* 
pa and Fcftus, he maintained that he wit - 
nejfed or teftified, faying, none other things 
than tbofe which the Prophets and Mofes did 
fay. JbauJd come ". Thus at The&atonica, 
thus at Beraea, thus at Rome, be reckoned 
and proved from the Scriptures , that Jefus 
yuas the Chrift 

It would be endlefs to multiply teAimo- 
nies to this purpofe. Such appeal* as they 
are numerous, fo arc drey the ftrongvft 
foundation of a Chrifthn faith. They who 
receive the Scriptures as the revealed will 
of God will, be moire effectually convinced 
by allegations, derived from that Qtcifivc 
authority, than frontall the Ipecious prin¬ 
ciples, or refined theories, which the wit 
of thofe who are wife in tbtir own conceits', 
may plaafibly or needief&ly invent to Vin¬ 
dicate the ways of God to man. Such 

1 ABs ih 14. * ABs xxvi. 22. 

“ ABs xvii. 3. 11. xxviii. 23, &c. # Jim* xil. 16. 

A 4 under- 
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undertakings indeed are rather fuperfluous. 
The rule is this, and it is enough: If Ood 
bath laid it, it muft be true; .if he hath 
commanded it, it mult be done; if he hath 
forbidden it, it muft be avoided. Thefe 
are plain and intelligible truths to all, and 
like firft principles are fo felf-evident, that 
they admit of no difpute. Scriptural ar¬ 
guments are therefore the fureft, the plaineft, 
and the ftrongeft to believers. 

They who would flight fuch a (landing 
Revelation, which God hath made the ftated 
ordinary means of grace and converflon, 
would equally difregard a meflepger, though 
one rofefrom the dead to perfuade them r . Such 
an awful apparition might terrify and afto- 
nifl* them at the time, but the effects of it 
would be tranfitory, and would vanifti as 
lpeedily. as the fpe&re itfelf: the other 
would approve itfelf the moft rational, ge¬ 
neral, and lading means of convi&ion, as 
containing the fureft evidences of our Faith,' 
and being able to make tu wife unto Salvation V 

f Luhxy ii. 31. * 2 Tim. iii, J5. 


In 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



S E "R M O N I. 


9 


In conformity therefore to the will and 
direction of the liberal Founder of thefe 
exercitations, that his preachers flhould con¬ 
firm and efiablijh the mam articles of the 
Chrifiian faith in general' t it‘ furely can 
be no improper introduction to the, fuc«* 
ceeding difcourfes, to point out fome of the 
leading or principal paflages in the Old 
Teflament, which are clear atteftations of 
the Mcffiah, from his primary defignation 
to his perfonal advent or manifestation in 
the flefli. 

As the redemption, or recovery and re-* 
iteration of mankind to future eternal hap-* 
pinefs, is that gracious overture of his love 
which God hath communicated to us thro’; 
the medium of the Scriptures; it may 
well be fuppofed, that fufficient intimation 
would be given of the means intended by 
God to effeCt it: That nothing might be 
wanting from time to time to Strengthen 
the expectation, and direCt the profpeCt of 
believers, in proportion to that degree of 
light, grace, and knowledge, which he * 

'See the Will. 

vouch- 
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vouch fafed to beftow upon them. With¬ 
out die agency of a fuperirctending Pcovi- 
de»ce, it would have been an utter knpoffi* 
bulky to imagine,, that a regular, well ar¬ 
ranged, and confident plan, could be ear¬ 
ned on for upwards of four thou land years j 
and: under the adnoiniftration of diderent 
perfoaa of various countries, callings, and 
interests, who, in their Several fueceffive 
generations, fhould have the feme point 
perpetually in view;! to which, as. to a 
common center, they ihouldi all uniformly 
tend, without any the leaft variation oc 
contradiction. Such a continued harmony 
and union, hoth of fcheme and fendment, 
muff owe its pregrefe as well as ks rife to 
that Gad who is great in csunfel,. and plightyt 
in work’, who gixeth wtfdotit, and knowledge, 
and underjiandmg *. This connected plan 
of the divine .Decrees, fq vifibly and z&* 
gularly pursued, mult, in the fcveral Rages 
of its: advancing; maturity,. neceflarily raife 
the expectation, and excite the regard 
of every age to that grand and mo¬ 
mentous period, which fhould , convin¬ 
cingly : djfpfey the transcendent dignity 
of that extraordinary difpenfation ordained 

• Jer. zzxii. 19. * Prov . ii. 6. 

to 
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to be over all, and to take place in its ap* 
pointed time. 

: . ,' i t 

. Very high indeed can we trace both the 
neceffity and difcovery of a Mediator add 
Redeemer* Thefeed of the woman Jholl bfuift 
theferpenfs head \ was the eorlieft promult 
gation of the deftined blefiiog, and wt*s 
pronounced immediately after that fatal 
tranfgreflion of our firft progenitor, which 
made infirmity permanent *. From hence 
do we date, if not the rife, at letft the firft 
publick intimation of Chriftianity. 

This original grace and promife was fome 
time after renewed to Abraham, and the 
certainty of its accompUfrmieht, by repeats 
ed aflurances, confirmed; to him and:his 
family. More explicit jdifeovertes of tbit 
intended bleffing were afterwards coramut 
nicated to the patriarchs ffaac and Jacob* 
To the dependents of the. latter it was 
more particularly limited, being reftrained 
to the' pofterity of his fon Judah * from 
whom ihould proceed that great illuftrkms 
Prophet, whom God would raife up, and 

* Gen. *!!. i*. * a E/dr. iii. 22, 

mto 
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itnto him Jhould the gathering or obedience 
of the people be 1 . Out of the tribe bear¬ 
ing his name, in later times, was the regal 
houfe and family of David, in a more efpe- 
cial manner, felefted as »type or reprefen- 
tation of the predicted Meffiah, and the. 
ft ate of his kingdom: the fpirit of pro¬ 
phecy emphatically pronouncing that the 
root of fejfe, the father of thie line of Da¬ 
vid, or his pofterity, Jhall Jland for an en- 
fign to the people ; to it Jbatt the Gintiles 
fetk *, or betake themfelves. 

That thefe circumftances, fo minutely 
prophetical of the Meffiah, weire eminently 
fulfilled intheperfon of our Jefus, we have 
every reafonable, every poffiblc fatisfadtion ' 
that the argument will admit of. We 
have a twofold hiftory of his pedigree 
refpedting the fucceffion of his natural 
and legal parentage, tranfmitted to us by 
two of the Evangelifts, who wrote the hit- 

y Gen . xHx. 10. DHp' from Hp\ Didlo audiens fuit, pa- 
rok, obedivit, fo Aynfworth. In this fenfe the word is ren¬ 
dered by our tranflatora, Proverbs xxx. 17. It occurs only 
in thefe two places* 

% IJ\ xi. 10. ttTtt, cum praepofione bx 9 non fignificat 
quaerere, fed tenderer confluere aut fe cojifcrre. Deut. xii. 5, 
Bootii Animadv, ad Tcxtum Heb. Vet. Teft. L. i. c. v, 
f. vL p.' 36 . 
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tory of his life, in the very age in which 
he had appeared, and within, a very few 
years after his afcenfion. , 

f 

Had the relations they give of our blef- 
fed Lord’s defceot been as falfe, or incon- 
fiftent, as fome cavillers have taken pains to 
reprefent them* they would have been in- 
ftantly detected at the very time of their 
publication. The Jews would have ob- 
Jelled to their report, and called the vera¬ 
city of their tables in queftion. As no¬ 
thing of this appears, their teftimony mud 
remain unimpeached. , Some difficulties 
may feem perhaps to embarrafs both the 
genealogies in their prefect (late; yet are 
they eafily reconcileable, and the obje&ions 
of no material confequence: Both of them 
being full and clear in this principal pointy 
(which indeed is all that we are required 
to believe concerning them, and is enough 
for our comfort and fatisfadtion) that Jefua 
was of the feed of Abraham, of the family 
of David, and born in the fleffi of the 
Virgin Mary c . 

c See this fubjedl very accurately confidered, in Mr. Yard- 
ley’s Critical* Examination and Defence of the Genealogies 
of Jcfas Chrift, as recorded by St. Matthew and St. Luke. 

So 
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So incontrovertible was this particular, 
that the author of the Epiftle to the He* 
brews appeals, in the moft dired and pofi- 
tive terms, to the Jews themielves for the 
troth of it. It is evident, fays he, that our 
Lordftrang out of fudab*. This fad they 
neither did, nor could pretend to deny. 
His parents, at the general taxation of the 
empire, had been publickly regiftred as be* 
fog °f the boufe and lineage David \ In 
a cafe of fuch high importance, and which 
would be fo much enquired into by the 
Jewiih people, it was abfolutely incumbent 
upon the Evangelifts to be exad and faith* 
fol in colleding and preferving the records, 
of the origin and birth of Jefus Chrift; 
“ fo as to deliver a truth, not only that 
<* could not be gain-faid j but alfo, that 
“ might be proved and eftablifhed -from 
“ certain and undoubted rolls of anceftors, 
“ at that time well enough known, and laid 
“ up in the publick repofitories, and in the 
** private alfo f .” 

4 Heb. vii. 14. * Lube ii. 4. 

* 1 /ightfoot’s Hors Hcbraicse, &c. Vol. II* p. 96* 

' . : Thofe 
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Thofc petfans, like wife, who were more 
immediately called to the prophetical fanc- 
tioft, expatiate largely in their defcriptian of 
his character and office, in all its feveral 
branches; delineating, with the uta&oft pre- 
cifion, the great nefs and extent of thole 
bleffings to be derived from him, who, 
like the fan in the natural world, fhould 
orife with beating in bis wings* } and be the 
feurce and fountain of religious grace and 
knowledge to every people, and nation, and 
language: It being the principal purpofe 
of their appointment to tejlify beforehand 
the Jufferings of Cbtiji, and the ghry that 
flyouldfollow h . 

The Prophet Ifakh, who, by way of 
eminence and diftin&ion, is called the 
Evangelical Prophet, becaufe he foretold fo 
great a variety of events, refpe&iag the 
regal and facer dotal, the exalted and die 
humiliatory date of the Meffiah, is very 
copious upon this fabjeft. His whole 
book is fall of the moll fublime and mag* 
nificent images expreffive of the grace, and 

* Mai. if. 2. * i Tet . i. il. : ^ 

love. 
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love, and goodnefs of God; and of the 
ftate and the privileges, of the glory and 
the felicity of Chrift’s kingdom. He ac¬ 
quaints us with all the memorable circum- 
ftances attending his nativity, with the 
greatnefs of his excellency, his high origi¬ 
nal,, his inherent divinity, and his pre- 
cxiftent ftate; with the value and efficacy 
of his fufterings, his complete fatisfa&ion, 
and his meritorious interceffion; with the 
rejection of the Jews, and with the call 
and acceptance of the Gentiles. Thefe are 
topicks on which he dwelleth with parti¬ 
cular ardour and energy. 

This is the language of fucceeding Pro¬ 
phets. Living waters , fays Zechariah, Jhall 
go out of Jertifalem ; the Lord Jhall be king 
oner all the earth : in that day there Jhall be 
one Lord, and bis name one 1 .* Jeremiah’/ 
righteous branch of David, the. Lord Jeho¬ 
vah our rigbteoufnefs k : Ezekiel’/ one king, 
and one Jhepberd of Ifrael 1 : Micah’/ ruler 
in Ifrael, wbofe goings forth have been from of 
old from everlajling “ Haggai’/ defre of all 
nations * .* MalaChi’/ mejfenger, or angel, of 

1 Z<icb. xiv. 8, 9. k JVr. xxiii. 5,6. 1 Ezek • 

xxxVii.zi, 24* « Mic, v. 2. “ H*g . ii. 7. 

: the 
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the covenant °. Thefe feveral predictions are 
abundantly expreflive of the eternity, the 
divine nature, and perfon of tbe Meffiah, and 
have been always conftantly applied by the 
ancient Jews to the time of his appearing. 
To the fame purpofe, in like manner, 
Jacob’s Shiloh Balaam’s fiar of Jacob apd 
Jceftne (f Ifratl % Job’s ', or refeuer 
from dedruCtion and death, and the like, 
cannot be confidently interpreted, accord¬ 
ing to the general tenor of Scripture j if 
they be not confidered as fo many concur¬ 
rent references to the perfon and grace, the 
power and kingdom of Chrift. How ama¬ 
zingly full and particular in his predictions, 
and pundual in all the circumftances of 
them, is the Prophet Daniel in dating the 
precife time of Mefiiab’s appearance ; and 
how exactly correfpondent is the narrative 
of the evangelical hidorians to the minu¬ 
ted transactions, ages before pronounced to 
be performed by him, who was to be the 
hfediajh ; fo that the predictions have al¬ 
ready received an abundant verification ip 
their accomplifhment. 

° MaL iii, 1. p G$n.xl\x. 10. « Numlxxlv. 17. 

r Job XIX. 25 . 

B But 
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But moreover befides thefc direct allu- 
fions and prophecies, there were leveral 
perfons, events, and things under the 
Jewifh difpenfation, intended either as em-. 
blematical reprefentations, or prefigurative 
types, forefhadowing by fome legal cere¬ 
mony or other, the various ftates of the 
Mefliah; and in their general plan tending 
to illuftrate the grand do&rine of the me¬ 
diatorial fcheme. The command to Abra¬ 
ham to offer his fon Ifaac '; the bleffing 
imparted to Judah *; the fufferings, exal¬ 
tation, and perfon of Jofepb i the prieft- 
hood of Melcbizedek and Aaron ; the call, 
ele&ion, and government of Mofes ; the 
triumphs of JoJbua j the reign of David ; 
the redemption of the firft-born; the bra¬ 
zen ferpent; the killing of facrifices, more 
efpecially of the Pafcbal Lamb the ac¬ 
tions and ceremonies upon the great day 
of expiation, attending both the fcape goat, 
and the goat appointed for the Jin offering , 
whofe blood was to make atonement v .* All 
thefe various myftical emblems, whether 

• Gen, xxii. 22. Gen. xlix 8—12. 

v Lev, xvi, 

pcrfonal. 
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perfonal, occafional, or perpetual, look to 
one and the fame grand character which 
gave them their importance. 

Indeed the whole oeconomy of the Jew- 
i(h law, as the authority of Infpiration 
aflures us, was our Schoolmajier to bring us 
to Chriji ", havirig a fecondary and fymbo- 
lical meaning, only to be ill unrated by a 
Saviour’s perfon, ads, and charader. And 
though from the nature, fubjed, and de- 
fign of the Old Teftament, a literal and 
hiftorical fenfe is manifeftj yet as the feve- 
ral particulars were analogical to the figns 
and times of the Mefiiah, and the chief re- 
femblances remarkably coincident in both, 
they may juftly be deemed appropriated to 
him, as having their completion in the 
correfpondent antitypes of the Chriftian 
difpenfation. 

The truth of this will be evident, if we 
advert to the general fcope of the Epiftle 
to the Hebrews j which, whilft it explains 
the whole fyftem of the Gofpel by proofs 
drawn from the Old Teftament. (which 

■ Gal. iii. 24. 

B 2 were 
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were arguments well calculated to convince 
that people,) is the beft of comments upon 
the Levitical law: It alfo, by the cleared: 
and mod folid reafoning, demonftrates the 
reciprocal connection between the two Reli¬ 
gions that each in its refpeCtive adminif- 
tration tends to the dune end, being only 
one continued harmonious illuftration of 
the wiidom, power, and goodnefs of God, 
exited for the advantage of mankind; the 
one fo elucidating the other, that the Law 
is not improperly ftyled the Gofpel veiled, 
and the Gofpel the Law revealed, as its veil 
was done away in Chrijl v : that fo from 
contemplating the authority, love, and conn- 
lei of God, the glory of his Son might be 
more conspicuous, and that our faith and 
hope through him might ultimately be or red 
in God \ 

The books and prophecies of the Old 
Teftament were written many centuries be¬ 
fore the coming of Ohrift, We have re¬ 
ceived them from the profeHed enemies to 
his faith: whole intereft it would have 

w I Cor • iii. 14. Ep Xftfv 

* * Pet. i. 21. 

been. 
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been, either to havfc fuppreffed die truth, 
or to have given a different interpretation 
of thofe paffages in the Old Teftament, 
which we conftantly appeal to as clear tes¬ 
timonies of our Jefus being the Meffiah. 
This however they have not done. Some 
indeed of the later Rabbinical writers have 
taken a greater latitude in their expofitions 
of thole facred volumes: yet the more an¬ 
cient Jewilh doctors Invariably interpret 
thofe very paffages, as actually prophetical 
of, and Solely applicable to that perfon 
and character whom they ftill fondly ex- 
pedt: whofe coming is even at this day, a 
fundamental article of their Creed, and the 
fubjedt of their Prayers, and expreffed fre¬ 
quently in thofe very words of Scripture 
which are applied in the NeW Teftament 
to the Meftiah r . 

In fhort, the fum and fubftance of the 
Scriptures is plainly this, the Revelation of 
Chrift, or the tejiimony of Jefus 1 . He who 
& promifed in the Old Teftament, is exhi- 

* See Bifhop Chandler’s Defence of Chriftianity, ch. ii. 
faft. i. p. 49, Sec. See alfo Dr. Lightfoot’s Works, pnjftm . 

* Rev. xvt io. See Bp. Hurd’s Warburton’s Lectures. 

B 3 bited 
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/ bited in the New as fully anfwering all the 

different ideas of fo publick and compre- 
henfive a character*. If the witnefs of the 
former be true, fo mull the other, as being 
foretold by that, be alfo true; and, both 
confidered together, amount to a full, co¬ 
gent, and fufhcient atteftation, that our 
bleffed Jefus was the perlon fo fpoken of 
before j that he came from God, and that 
his religion being thus evidently of Divine 
Appointment, muff be the only poffible 
way of Salvation. 

Thus may we confidently-trull the caule 
and merits of Chriffianity to a ftrift and 


* Totum vetus Teftamentum Chriftum in fe continet, ut 
poftea ab Apoftolis eft praedicatjjs. . . • Hinc difdtur et hoc, 
legem et Prophetas ncquaquam cognofci, aut rite prsedi?ari f 
ft non in iis involutum Chriftum invenias et adores. Verum 
quidem eft, haud apparet in his Pannis Chriftum efle involu- 
tum: quare et Judsei videre ipfum nequeunt. Contempti 
adco et nulla fpecie Panniculi funt, ncgle&a verba quae viden- 
tur de nullius pretii verbis externis loqui, ut fane per fe in* 
telligi nequeant: propterea ex Novo Teftamento, ex Evan- 
gelio lucem inferri illis, et cognofci ea oportet. . . . Primum 
ex Evangelio Chriftum difcere oportet: inde iljico videre licet 
quam pulchre omnia veteris Teftamenti ipfum refpiciunt, et 
de eo teftantur. . . . Summa haec ell totius divinae Scripturae. 
Eutheri Poftillae majores, feu Condones ex evangelicis hifto- 
riis defumptae per univerfum annum. Bafileae, 1546. fol. 
Condo in Fell. Nativ. Chrifti, p. 58, 

impartial 
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impartial examination of the Scriptures. 
The fadts related in them were not done in 
a corner. The writings which preferve 
the memorials of them are not kept fecret 
from public view and infpe&ion. All men 
are earnestly invited to iearch and enquire 
whether thefe things are fo or not j that 
from their own obfervation they may know 
and be convinced of the truth and certain¬ 
ty of them; and that there are the mod; 
undoubted afifurances of their genuinenefs 
and authenticity. Whatfoever is produced 
ottt of thefe Handing and infpired records 
of truth and antiquity, cannot but moH 
fatisfactorily confirm the credibility of the 
Gofpel, which was from the beginning of 
time originally decreed to be eftablifhed 
upon the foundation of the Jewilh cove¬ 
nant : for thefe things were written that we 
might believe that fefus is the Cbrifi, the Son 
of God h •, be of whom Mofes in the law, and 
the prophets did write e ; who came not to 
defray the law and the prophets, but to fulfil 
them d j for to him do they all look, and of 
him do they all tefiify. 

fc Join xx. 31. c Jtb» i. 45. 

* Matt. v. 17. 

3 4 
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John xvii. 3. 

‘this is life eternal, that they might know tbet 
the only true God,, and jefus Cbrijl y whom 
thou haft fent. 

T H £ contemplation of the being of 
God, and of his goodnefs to man¬ 
kind, as difplayed in the immenfe 
variety there is in nature, and in the 
beauty, order, and excellency of the works 
of Creation, is a noble and delightful em¬ 
ployment of the human mind. But this, 
glorious as it is, affords only a fpeculative or 
philofophical knowledge of God j fuch 
indeed as may convince an Atheift, but 

not 
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not fatisfy the ardent defires of a Chrif- 
tian. To know or believe in general that 
there is a God, fome fupreme felf-exiftent 
Being, who is the author of nature, who 
hath given life and being unto us, and to 
every other creature, muft undoubtedly yield 
us no fmall pleafure in the difcovery, from 
the exercife and improvement of our intel¬ 
lectual faculties ; but can fuggeft to us no 
nearer a relation to him, than that of 
Creator and Governour of the univerfe. 

But how low and imperfeCt will this 
fcem, when compared with that more ufieful 
and comfortable knowledge which we learn 
from the Gofpel; this moft reviving doc¬ 
trine, God in Chrifit reconciling the 'world 
unto himfelf * i and Cbrifl in us , the hope of 
glory \ This acquaints us with the near 
and dear relation which we bear to God ; 
that he regards us not only as his creatures, 
but his children j that he looketh upon us 
with all the affectionate tendernefs of a 
parent ; that he hath provided all things 
for our well-being in this life, and fitted 

* z Cor. v. ip. * Col. u 27. 
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ns for eternal happinefs in a future ftate j 
that by adoption and grace he hath exalted 
us to the high honour of becoming his 
ibns, and heirs of the kingdom of heaven. 

The metaphylical proofs of God are dif¬ 
ficult and intricate, and generally beyond 
the reach of common capacities j but the 
Scriptures lay before us the plained: and 
moft amiable idea, of his being a God of 
infinite mercy, love, and confolation.' To 
confider him in no higher light than as the 
author of nature, is next almoft to the not 
knowing him at all: For, as St. Paul ar¬ 
gues with his Roman converts, though the 
invifble things of him from the creation of the 
world are clearly feen, being underjlood by the 
things that are made, even his eternal Power 
and Godhead c i yet he maintains, that fuch 
knowledge is altogether infufficient for 
practice: Becaufe, that when men knew 
God, or had thus traced out his footfteps 
by reafon and philofophy, they , neverthe- 
lefs, glorified him not as God*. Though 
their minds were enlightened, and their 

c Rem. 1 . 20% 4 Rom. i. 21. 

under- 
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underftandings improved with this degree 
of natural knowledge j Rill their hearts 
were fo darkened by polytheifm and idola¬ 
try, that they changed the glory of the incor¬ 
ruptible God, into an image made like to cor¬ 
ruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted 
beajls, and creeping things \ What a de¬ 
plorable account is this of pagan theology! 
ferving however to convince us from fadt, 
that fuch an imperfedt knowledge of Re¬ 
ligion which men derive from nature and 
reafon, exdufive of Revelation, cannot pre- 
ferve them either from the groffeft idolatry 
and fuperftition, or from entertaining the 
loweft fentiments of the Deity. This is 
fufHciently apparent from the pradtice of 
all the heathen nations, which ever have 
been, or are ftill this day upon every part 
of the earth; who can be confidercd in no, 
other religious light, than as ignorant wor- 
Jhippers of an unknown God f . 

This was the Rate of Religion* even in 
the politeft and moil civilized parts of the 
world, before the manifeftation of the Son 
of God in the fleih. Almoft, in the lite- 

* Rm . i. zu f Ms xvfi. zu 

ra! 
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ral fenfe of the words, they bad no hope, 
and were without God in the world* $ igno¬ 
rant of his true nature; and paying a blind 
fervice and homage to dumb idols of wood 
2nd ftone. To evince the vad difparity 
between Heathenifm and Chriftianity; and 
die miiefable condition of the former, 
there cannot be a ftronger or more exp ref- 
five idea conveyed to us, than that condant 
and familiar image of darknefs con traded 
with light; which fo frequently occurs in 
Scripture, to denote the forlorn date of 
that fpiritual death and wretched ignorance 
Vvhich univerfally prevailed; till God who 
commanded the light to pine out of darknefs , 
Jhined in our hearts , to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face or 
perfon of Jefus Cbrijl h ; who is elfewhere 
defcribed as that true light , which , coming 
into the world , enlightenetb every man \ 

* Epbef. ii. 12. 

* 2 Cor. iv. 6. 

* John i. 9. So is this verfe rendered by Doddridge in 
}us ExpoQtion, and by Beaufobre and Lcnfant in their tranfla- 
tion of the New Teftament, and by Dr. Hanynond: Com¬ 
pare John iii. 13. xi. 27. and xii. 46. in his Annotations. 
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To this celeftial Light did the Scrip* 
tures of the Old Teftament bear witnefs. 
To this evidence did the blefl'ed Jefu6 ap¬ 
peal. By fulfilling ancient prophecies;, by 
figns, and wonders, and miracles; by com¬ 
municating the fame aftonifhing powers to 
his Difciples, and by many other infallible 
proofs ; it was clear, and undeniable, that he 
was that Redeemer, who had been fo long 
before ordained in Heaven, revealed in Pa- 
radife, forefeen by the Patriarchs, and fpo- 
ken pf by all the Prophets. With fuch 
indifputable credentials of authority, every 
word which proceedeth out of his mouth k de¬ 
mands an humble and a ferrous attention : 
for. never man fpake like this man 1 . His 
love and the greatnefs of his power tofave 
them to the uttermojl, who come unto God by 
bim m , no where appear in ftronger colours, 
than in thofe endearing expreffions of his 
fele&ed for the fubjedt of our prefent me¬ 
ditations. 'This is life eternal to know thee 
the only true God, and Jefus Chrijl, whom 
thou has fent , as the great Prophet, Prieft, 

k Luke iv. 22. 1 John vii. 46. 

* Heb. vii. 35. 

and 
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and King into the world, to publifh the 
everlajling GoJpel a , and to caufe righteoufneft 
and praife to fpring forth before all . the 
nations 

This is the great and glorious truth in¬ 
culcated in the text, which we will en¬ 
deavour to illuftrate, by confidering, 

\ ' 

Firft, The force and meaning of the 
words : 

Secondly, The doCtrine contained in 
them: 

Thirdly, The defireable nature of the 
knowledge they inftill and recom¬ 
mend. ■ * 

The words themfelves may perhaps well 
enough bear another conftruCtion, and by a 
fmall alteration in the punctuation, be thus 
rendered: This is.life eternal-to know thee, 
and Jefus Chrift, whom thou haft fent, to 

* Rev. xiv. 6. 

° If lxi. i t. 

be 
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be die only true God*. Thus making 
them bear their teftimony to the eftentiaJ, 
inherent divinity of the bleflcd Jefus and 
his confubftantiality and coequality with 
the Father: Thus was this verfe underftood 
and interpreted by fomc of the ancient wri¬ 
ters of the church. In this ienfe they well 
agree with the reafoniog in the context 
Our blefTed Lord, in the courfe of his pa- 
thetick addrefs to the Father, appeals to 
that original glory which be. bad in unity 
with him , as his eternal coeflential Son. be¬ 
fore the birth of time, or the exigence of 
things, even before the world, was r j and 
proclaims aloud, that having finijhed the 
work he had given hm to do % and being no 
more to continue in the world* he was coming 
to him 1 * to refume his priftine glory. 

Taking tdpe words however in the fenfe 
and order in which they are placed in our 
tranllatiqn, they arq eminently declaratory 

p Asm it tsit cuuftif £«ij it* e*. tot ot\?)!h'ov 

Keof of bjrwr 

* See Wheatly’s Lady Moyer’s Leftures, Sermon V. 
p. 250, note [B.] Novatian and S, Auftin eked by him. See 
alfo Ambrofius dc Fide, L. v. cap. i. Inter Opera, yol. iv. 
p. 183. 

r John xvii. 5. * John xvii. 4. 

* John xvii. 11. 

of 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



SERMON II. 3| 

of our Saviour's mediatorial powers; ex- 
prefsly defining life eternal to be, or to 
confift ki the knowledge of God in Chrift. 
Such, and fo great, is bis tranfcendent 
excellency, who is the exprefs image or 
reprefentation of the perfon of the Deity * j 
and who, in a peculiarly eminent man¬ 
ner, could manifejl his name and will, unto 
the world'". The Almighty hitafelf, from 
the fpirituality and immenfity of his ef- 
fence, is an object too refplendent for hu¬ 
man eyes to behold, or for the human 
underftanding to comprehend. Through 
this appointed medium, his Son fent in the 
likenefsof JinfulJteJh x , hath he condefc ended 
familiarly tO manifeft himfelf to the fons 
of men; that fo, the glories of that Su¬ 
preme Being, the author of life and im¬ 
mortality, who dwellelb m the light , which 
no man can approach Unto, whom no man 
bath fun nor can fee r , might be plainly dif- 
coverable in him, who is the incarnate 
hrigbtnefs of his glory, and the exprefs image 
of bis perfon *: Hence it might truly, and 

• Hii . i. 3. * Jtbu rt ii. 6, * Rm t v/ii. 3. 

f i-Tip, ri. 16. * Jfyfc i. 3. 

C with 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 



SERMON II, 


34 

with Arid propriety of fpeech, be faid of 
them who bad known, andfeen him, that they 
bad known and feen the Father aljo \ 

. Our blefled Lord doth indeed in the 
pafTage before us, call God the Father, the 
only true God. Yet certainly, not with any 
intention to exclude himfelf from a right 
to that appellation ; or to fuggeft any 
contradiftinCtion between himfelf and the 
Father; but in direCt oppofition to idols, 
to the falfe and fictitious gods of the hear 
then world b . Eternal life is here affirmed 
to depend as much upon the knowledge of 
Jefus Chrtft, as upon the knowledge of 
God the Father : Both, in this refpeCt, are 
fpoken of, as of the fame divine nature* 
and equal in power, dignity, and glory : 
the knowledge of both, as God and as 
Mediator, is equally neceflary; the life of 
grace opening the way to the life of glory. 

This is that faving neceflary knowledge 
revealed to us in the gofpel ceconomy: and 

* John viii. 19. and xiv. 9* 

t h Dr. Randolph’s Vindication of the Dottrine of the Tri¬ 
nity, partii. p.66. Dr. Biihop’s Moyer’s Lc&urcs,, §pnnoa 
II. p. 54—60. 
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we then know Chriji, when we attend to 
him as the Son of God; when, in an ho¬ 
ned and good heart we receive the declara¬ 
tions he hath made of the will of his hea¬ 
venly Father; and are thoroughly fenfible 
that there is none other name under heaven 
but his , whereby we mujl be faved *. To 
give us the compleateft idea of the nature 
of this faith; it is the uniform language of 
Revelation, that He only that hath the Son 
bath life eternal*. He Jhall not come into con - 
demnation t but is pajfedfrom death unto life *. 
With fuch fuitable marks of love and 
mercy is the blefled Jefus, conjointly with 
the Father* recommended to us as the au¬ 
thor of our faith, the encourager of our 
hopes, and the beftower of life eternal. 
This is the knowledge held out to us in 
the text. 

We will now, fecondly, confider more 
largely the Dodtrine taught and contained 
in it. 

c Ails iv. 12. 4 Jibn v. 11 # 12. 

e John v. 24. 
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The ujoft endearing reprefentatioa that 
can be made of the Gofpel of Chrift is, 
when it is exhibited as the difplay of Di- 
yine Philanthropy, offering life and pardon 
to as many as will anfwer the call. It then 
eminently appears the power of God unto 
Salvation** communicating to the world 
the ineftimablc treafures of that heavenly 
wifdom which terminates in the honour of 
God, and the benefit of mankind : A 
knowledge not confiding of idle fpeculati- 
pns, but' fubftantial virtues. 

Indeed to know God as he is, and to 
order our conceptions aright concerning 
him, though an effential and primary part 
of Religion, is yet the peculiar gift of 
him, from whom cometh every good and 
perfeSl gift *. How vainly did the ancient 
philofophers employ themfelves in the 
fearch of happinefs, or the fupreme goods 
concerning which there were almoff a£ 
many opinions as men; all their enqui¬ 
ries ending in the dime doubt’.and dark- 

f Rom. i, 16. * Jam. i. 17. 
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in which they were originally involved. 
Whereas we Chriftians are made acquainted 
with every important truth, whether re¬ 
lating to God the firft caufe, or to his 
agency in fecond caufes, upon the fureft 
ground, and moil infallible teilimony, the 
word and ipirit of God. And this is the 
criterion of our faith. If any man will da 
his will, be Jhall know of the dodtrbie , whe¬ 
ther it be of God k . The evidence of its 
divine authority will readily be acknow¬ 
ledged by thofe, who compare the inward 
dictates of their hearts with the leading 
principles of their Religion. 

What excellency of fpeech or charms of 
eloquence can io effectually operate upon 
an upright mind, as the plain perfuafive 
oratory of the Gofpet? How powerfully 
does it enforce upon the conftierices of 
men, the great truths of God’s high At¬ 
tributes, his providence, his will, his com¬ 
mands* his promifes, and his thfeatnings ? 
Where are the arguments for the immor¬ 
tality of the foul, a future judgement* and 

h John rii. 17. 

G 3 ever- 
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everlafting rewards and punilhments, de¬ 
clared with fuch perfpicuity, credibility, 
and authority; lo as to need no extraordinary 
Ikill, fagacity, penetration, or judgement, 
to underhand their import, and perceive 
their force ? He who receivetb this tefii- 
mony, will fet to his feal that God is true ‘, 
and will fulfil his gracious promifes, that 
whofoever believetb in him Jhall not perijh, as 
in his natural Hate he certainly would do, 
but have eternal life*. 

This fpiritual eternal life refults 
from the knowledge of God and Chrift, 
and is the blefTed confequence of the 
Gofpel Covenant; which, at its earlieft 
dawn, was attended with fuch prodi¬ 
gious efficacy and aftonifhing operations, 
as fully attefted its author and finifher to 
be God. In his own perfon he is defcribed 
to be God manifejl in the flefh': “ It be- 
“ coming him by whom all things are, 
** to be the way of Salvation to all, 
“ that the inftitution and rcftitution of 
“ the world might be both wrought by 

* John ill. 33. k Jtbn iii. 15. 

* 1 Tim. iii. 16. 
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** one hind ',” Moreover, the reforma¬ 
tion of manners, which accompanied the 
manifeftation of this grace, befpeaks its 
high original. When the whole world lay in 
wickednefs m and idolatry, fubjeSl to the Prince 
of the power of the air n , under the prevail¬ 
ing influence of the great adverfary to God 
and man; what lefs than a Divine Efficacy 
could convince and reclaim it ? What lefs 
than the Son of God manifefied , could fo 
effectually dejlroy the ihorks of the Devil V 

It is recorded of one of the greateft phi- 
Jofophers and ftrongcft reafoners of heathen 
antiquity, that he went thrice into Sicily 
to convert two tyrants'; and each time re¬ 
turned without fuccefs. His arguments, 
though fupported with all the eloquence 
of human wifdom and addrefs, were not 
fiifficient to overcome the prejudices of 
thoie two dinners. But when Peter, full 
of the Holy Ghoft, preached in the name 
$ 

« > Hoakcr’a E&lcfiaftical Polity, Qook V. 51. 

m John v. 9. * Epbef. ii. 2. 0 1 Jobnm. 8. 

* The elder and the younger Dionyiius of Syracufe. 
Diog. Laertius de vitis PhilofojShorum, vol. i. edit. Meibo- 
mii, in vit* Platonis, L. iii. fegm. 18 —zy et Plutarchi 
Vita Dionis. 
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of Jefus, multitude* were converted al 
pnee: end when Paul, rejeding all the fun 
perfluous ornaments of man’s oratory, came 
and declared the tefiimony of God*, and the 
mind of Chrijl he not only converted the 
kingdom of Sicily, but almoft the whole 
world. So widely different are the power 
and effedt of divine and human operation, 
the opinions formed by the reafoning of 
philosophy, and the conviction wrought 
by. the evidences of the Gofpel., 

Indeed, what influence could the maxims 
of Pagan theology well have upon the hearts 
of men, when it was a matter of.the utmoft. 
indifference into what religious tedt or party 
any of them were received. The phdofcn 
phers in general did not attempt tp enjoin 
their dogmas upon the cogent principles 
of duty and obligation. They deemed its 
Efficient to conform to the eftablithed 
Rites of their country’s religious worship f . 
With a different view was the knowledge 
of God in Chrift recommended ; not to . 

* i Cor< Si. i. 9 i Cor, ii. 16. 

f Scq Pythagoras’s Golden. Verfes, hit, and Plato’s 
Phcedon, circa fin, 
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this or that individual, to this or that 
nation, bqtto every creature, to the whole 
world, 'that the world through bun might 
be faved *. The difobedreoce of the firff 
Adam had involved all his pofterity, even 
the whole human race, in his fall and con¬ 
demnation. The meritorious perfect obe¬ 
dience of this our fecond Adam, is exhi¬ 
bited in the Gofpel, making as many righ¬ 
teous, unto jufif cation of life 1 . As the fall,, 
was univerfal, fo was the redemption, and 
extended to all, for that all have fnned*z 
not, however, abfolutely or unconditional¬ 
ly*; for though propoied and offered to all, 
it is profitable only to thofe who hoar, who 
receive, and who with the heart believe 
unto effectual junification. Such a faith 
welcomes Chrift in all his offices; for 
it admits his Revelation, trufts in his 
Atonement, and flies to him for Righteoitf- 
neft and Life eternal. This is what an 
ApofUe calls the fubfiante , or confident ex¬ 
pectation, of things hoped for, the evidence , 
or conviction, of things not feen w . On this 
we found our claim, our efpecial privilege. 

, i 

• John Hi. 17. * Run, v. 18. w Htb. zi. r. 

* Aim. v. 12. 
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to be called the Sons of God. By this we 
sure entitled to thole bleffings, to which 
belong both the promife of the life that now 
is, and of that which is to come x . 

Lord, may we all fay with St. Peter, to 
whom Jhall we go, thou hajl the words of 
eternal life 1 : 'Thy words are fpirit and they 
are life* ; they guide us to, and they fane - 
tify us through the truth *; and thereby are 
we delivered from the fear of evil, and the 
power of the evil one. The fure and hap¬ 
py effedt of this gofpel fpiritual knowledge, 
16 a chearful and unfeigned obedience to 
the will and commands of our Mailer ; 
for hereby do we know that we know him, if 
we keep his commandments b . This is life 
eternal, or the way and means to obtain it, 
thus >and after this manner, to know the 
only true God, and fefus Chrijl whom be 
batb fent. This includes the whole Chrif- 
tian difpenfation, what all mud believe and 
do, to inherit eternal life. 

i 4 

: * i Tim. Iv. 8, f Jtbn vi. 68. * Jtfav i, 

• Jdn xvii. 20. b 1 J$bn ii. 3. 
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' Thirdly, Proceed we now to confider 
the defireable nature of this knowledge. 

• It is the highed and mod fublime know¬ 
ledge that can poffibly be recommended; 
having the mod glorious obj efts to con¬ 
template, and being converfant with the 
mod important truths. The wifdom of So¬ 
lomon was fo renowned as to draw admirers 
from didant nations to hear and to learn 
from him : yet the Chridian Lawgiver 
and Teacher is infinitely wifer and greater 
than that accomplished Prince, though be 
exceeded all the kings of the earth in •wifdom e . 
The dodrines of Chrid, as taught in the 
Gofpel, however to perijhing finners they may 
feem foolijhnefs *; yet are they mod fignal 
and illudrious memorials both of the power 
and the wifdom of God \ They contain 
not indeed the worldly knowledge of any 
Science, art, or profeffion, invented and im¬ 
proved by human indudry and penetration: 
but, in them is declared the wifdom of that 
Almighty Being who is only wife; who of, 

c i Kings x. 23. 4 2 Cor . i. 1$. 

4 1 Cor . i. 24* 

and 
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and in himfelf, knoweth and fecth all things; 
even the knowledge of his Attributes and ■ 
perfections, as far as the human mind caA 
comprehend him; and bis relation to all 
his creatures, more efpecially lo us men, 
to whom he thus communicates the grate* 
ful intelligence of all high and heavenly 
myfteries. 

How diligent are we to fearch into the 
hiftories of former ages ? how eager after 
new difeoveries, which concern us little or 
not at all ? how fond to hear and read of dif- 
tant nations and people; not fo much perhaps 
for any propofed advantage, as to indulge- 
a laudable defire of knowledge ? Is it be-< 
caufe we are delighted with the relation of 
things ftrange and uncommon ? atiuredly, 
there is nothing can be reported of any peo¬ 
ple or country whatfoever, that exceeds the. 
bounds of Nature or the reach of Rcaion: 
nothing new or wonderful like thofe inex- 
hauftible and unfearcHable myftefics of the 
love and greatnefs, the grace and glory of 
Chrifi, whereby we are filed with all tb A 
fulnefs of God f . Nay, fuppofing all to be 

* kef. iii, 19. 
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true which we are told of the riches, 
power, and grandeur of the greateft princes 
of the world j what are they to the infi- 
nite majefty of him, who is the King of 
kings and the Lord of heaven and earth, 
and to the all-fufficient fulnefs of our Re¬ 
deemer? Qur knowledge of the former, 
however pleating or ornamental, is yet 
circumfcribed within a (hort period of 
time, and the narrow bounds of our fi¬ 
nite {hallow underftandings: but the know¬ 
ledge of God in Chrift, reaches from 
the beginning of time to the endlefs ages 
of eternity; and is replete with the glad 
tidings of fuch bleflings which eye bath not 
feen , nor ear heard j neither hath it entered 
into the heart of man to conceive the things 
•which God bath prepared for them that love 
him •. . 


Under the influence of fuch conviction 
St. Paul, though brought up at the feet of 
Gamaliel, and taught according to the beft 
and vaxA perfeSi manner of the law \ a great 
orator, and an eminent proficient in all 
divine and human literature, counted all 

* i Car . ii. g. * Atfs xxii. 3., 
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thefe rare endowments, and even his na¬ 
tional privileges, but as fo much lofs, when 
put in competition with the excellency of the 
knowledge of Chrijljejiis our Lord ‘ j which, 
as he elfewhere exprefles it in very empha- 
tical words, is without controverfy, the great 
and incom prehenfi ble myftery of godlinefs k , 
the moft important and wonderful know¬ 
ledge, and what only is neceflary to be 
fought after and acquired. 

In good truth, the dodrine of Chrift’s 
Incarnation and Pafiion, and of his un- 
fpeakable love in our Redemption, infi¬ 
nitely furpaffes all that can be faid or 
thought. If this doth not challenge a fub- 
mHlive and anxious attention, furely no¬ 
thing can. This hath been the joyous con- 
folation of holy and pious perfons in every 
age of the world ; this is that of which > 
the Prophets of old enquired and fearch- 
ed diligently 1 ; this is what Abraham the 
father of the faithful rejoiced to fee m j 
and not he alone, but many kings and 
prophets defired " the feme: 'yea, the very 

1 Phil . iii. 8. k i Tim . ni. 16. 1 i Pet* i. 10. 

* John viii. 56. * Luke x. 24. 
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angels themfebes in heaven, who enjoy the 
beatifick vifion of God, account this know¬ 
ledge of the Gofpel, this love of God in 
Chrift, as a part of their happinefs; for 
they dejire to look into tbefe things °, and, 
with the utmoft wonder and rapture, to 
contemplate and adore, this manifold wifdom 
of God*. What a reproach will it be to 
us, if we fhould be unaffedled by the love 
of Chrift for us; if we “ fhould not often 
“ entertain ourfelves with the delightful 
“ admiration of him, and the redemption 
“ he hath wrought for us. Towards this 
“ good and neceffary work, we have not 
“ only the examples of the beft of men 
“ that have been, but we have them fel- 
“ low* fervants, and fellow-ftudents, if that 
“ can perfuade us, that we may all ftudy 
“ the fame leffon with the very angels, and 
“ have the fame thoughts with them V* to 
animate our love and devotion, and excite 
us to join them in their celeftial hymns, 
faying, blefjing t and honour , and glory , and 

• i Pet . i. 12. p Efb. iii. io. 

* Archbifhop Leighton's Devotional Commentary upon 
the firft Epiftle of St t t Peter, ch. i. ver. 12« vol. i. p. 118. 
the laft Edinburgh edition, 1748. 
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power, be unto him that Jittetb upon the 
throne , and unto the Lamb, that was flam, 
fir ever and ever r . 

If this be the euchariftical chant of an* 
gels and glorified fpirits, what better em¬ 
ployment can we have upon earth, than to 
make that frequently the fubjedt of our 
meditations, which is to be hereafter our 
everlafting fong of praife } that with thofe 
blefled and exalted beings we may be enabled 
to comprehend the breadth, and length , and 
depth , and height , and to know , as far as 
human infirmity will admit, that affec¬ 
tionate love of Chrifl which pajfetb know¬ 
ledge which exceedeth our mod elevated 
conceptions. What fublimity of dodtrine, 
what excellency of wifdom, what labour 
of love, are apparent in the myfterious ar¬ 
ticles of our redemption! It carries us 
back, upon the mod infallible grounds, to 
our creation in a date of innocency; it 
acquaints us with our fall, it. afiiires us of 
our recovery, and gives us the promife of 
an inheritance , incorruptible, and undefiled, 

* Rev. v. 12, 13. ' iii. it, 19, 

and 
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and which fadetb not away , being referred in 
heaven for us *: {hewing us in one view, 
what we Were, what we are, and' what we 
may hope to be hereafter. The wifeft {ages 
of the Gentile world were utterly ignorant 
of thefe wonderful particulars: having no 
conception of the {late from whence they 
had fallen, they could have no apprehenfion 
of any remedy adapted to reftore them to 
their primitive perfection. 

a 

How have the wife and learned of this world 
continually involved themfelves in content 
tions and difputes concerning the very prin¬ 
ciples of natural things ? With how much 
labour and ftudy did one great Philofopher * 
find out this untruth, that the world is 
eternal ? How fond were the learned and 
polite Athenians of this ridiculous conceit, 
that they were the original offspring* of 
their own foil, and that they fprang, like 
plants and trees out of the earth, by fome 
fortuitous concurrence, they knew npt what ? 
How far more confonant to the dictates of 

* l Pet . i. 4. 

T Ipfii ex fefe fuos ctyes £entiifie dicitdr, ct eontm eadem 
tkrra parens, allrix, patria dicitur. Cicero. Oral. pro L. 
Fiacoo, 
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Reafon and the voice of Wifdom is that 
4 oftrine of Revelation, which teacheth us, 
•that in the beginning God created the heaven 
and the earth *: That he formed man out of the 
duf cf the ground, and breathed into his no fir its 
the breath of life, and man became a living 
four f Thus we trace our origin and de¬ 
scent, and are all the Tons of Adam, who was 
the fon of God *. If the ftudy of antiquity 
can delight us, here is the genuine account 
of the primaeval fource of things, before 
which there is nothing, but he who formed 
all* things, and is himfelf the ancient of 
days 1 . And the fame Divine Authority, 
that thus acquaints us with the beginning 
of all things, informs us alfo, that in the 
beginning , or before all things, the word 
was with God, and was God ; that all things 
were made by him ; that in him was life, and 
th* life was the light of men *. In fo emi¬ 
nent a manner is diftinguilhed the antiqui¬ 
ty of this knowledge of the only true God, 
and of ftfus Cbrifi whom he hath fent. 

But as the moil powerful incentive to the 
defire of this heavenly knowledge, we may 

* Gen. i. i. ' w Gen. ii. 7. * Luke iii. 38. 

y Dan. all 9. * John i. 1—4. 
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refledt, that even in our prefent Hate of weak- 
nefs and imperfection, it fupplies us with the 
befl and moft lading comfort and delight; 
not only from the a durance of the pardon of 
our fins, but from the pleating profpedl of 
glory and immortality. This it was which 
gave the Apofiles and firfl Chriflians fuch 
exceeding joy and hope in believing, and 
fuch invincible courage in differing. The 
fame animating and well-grounded confi¬ 
dence will alfo fupport us under our re- 
' fpedtive trials; will make us innocent and 
chearful in our lives; will take off the 
fling and terror of v death; will give us 
the moil folid joy in believing; and, in the 
end, will minijler an entrance unto us abun¬ 
dantly, into the everlajling kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Jefus Cbrijl *. 

a 2 Pit. i. ii. 
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i Cor. i. 21. middle clauie. ' 

‘The world By wifdom knew not God. 

The whole verfe runs thus. 

For after that in the •wifdom of God, the 
world By wifdom knew not God, it pleafed 
God, By the foolijhnefs of preaching, to fame 
' them that believe \ 

T H E Gofpel of Chrift can never ap¬ 
pear in a more advantageous and in- 
terefting light, than when contrafted with 

a The tranflators of this pafiage have fcrupuloufly retained 
the order of the original words, and thereby occafioned a 
perplexity $ which will foon vanifti, if we re&ify that inver- 
D 3 lion 
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the efforts of the moft illuftrious fages of 
the heathen world to inveftigate religious 
truths: the little progrefs they made in 
their refearches, is a convincing proof of 
the natural impotency of man, to fearch out 
God, or to find out -the Almighty unto per¬ 
fection*. The errors and abfurdities of their 
theological difquiiitions, were, in a great 
meafure, the unavoidable confequence of 
their prefuming to fpeculate upon thofe 
fubje&s, which neither their acuteft pene¬ 
tration could explore, nor their moft en¬ 
larged underftandings comprehend : Yet 
there abounded among them perfons. of the 
moft exalted genius, and moft refined abi¬ 
lities, who occafionally valued themfelves 
in exerting their beft talents for the in- 
ftrudlion of mankind. v 

fion of the phrafe, (fo familiar to the learned languages, hut 
fo unufual in our own) and render the words, not as they 
are placed, but as they ought to be conltrued Ear *b\ tv 
rtf t* fa Uk l yvot o HSTfABS W ffdfyoos tw fav. “After 
u that the world, by wtfdorn, knew not God iir tbe wifdom of God, 
“ it plenfed God\ See." That is, when men with all. their 
wifdom could not difeover God in his works, thofe evident 
marks of his wifdom, he revealed himfelf to them by his 
word. • 

k Job xL 7. 
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St. Paul, who at his converfion was par¬ 
ticularly commiffioned to preach the Gof- 
pel to the Gentiles', was well aware of their 
high pretenfions to wifdom and knowledge, - 
and therefore negledted no opportunity to 
prove and expofe the infufHciency of their 
feveral attempts at religious reformation. 
He lays it down, as an infallible rule, that 
the things of God knoweth no man, but as he 
receives them from the Jpirit of God i , the 
real illuminator of the mind. He is ever 
magnifying the grace of Chrift, and, by 
a variety of arguments and ill uftrat ions, la¬ 
bouring to convince them, that all the ido¬ 
latry, fuperftition, and depravity of man¬ 
ners, which their own moralifts candidly 
acknowledged, as too predominant amongft 
them, were entirely owing to their utter 
ignorance of the nature of God, and the 
fpirituality of his worfhip. To Rate thefe 
matters fully and clearly, he took great 
pains to explain the feverar foundations 
upon which reafon and faith were builded ; 
the one requiring proof, argument, and 

c Ait* xxvi. 17. 1 4 1 Cor . ii. u, 12. 
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demonftration ; the other, appealing to the 
evidence of a divine, fuperaatural, and in¬ 
controvertible authority, even the teftimo- 
ny of God himfelf. To receive this tefti- 
ipony is faith ; to know its Divine Aiir 
thority. is the work of reafon. in percei¬ 
ving the clearness, and judging of the fads 
and circumftances of the evidence. 

The Saviour of the world hath mo& 
•xpr^fsly aflurcd u$> that this is life eternal ,. 
that men might knono the Father, the only 
true Gad, and Jefus Cbriji whom be hath 
feat *. This is that divine and fpiritual 
wifdom taught and enforced only in the 
fchools of the Prophets and Apoftles; thofe 
holy men of God, who fpake, and wrote, as 
they were moved by the Holy Gbofi f . This 
kind of knowledge therefore is the pro<- 
per fubjed of religious faith; and. as fuch. 
demands the fobnaiffion of the underftand- 
ing. 

Such however is the arrogance and per- 
ver&nefs of fallible men. the proud boaf-, 

• Jtbn xvii. 3. f 2 Pel. L 21. 
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ters of wifdom and fcience, that they fre¬ 
quently raife doubts and objections even in 
the plaineft articles of religions truth. 
Hence, fome have not icrupled fo prepof- 
tcroufly to magnify the powers of the hu¬ 
man mind, as to feem well difpofed to put 
it upon a level aim oft with the revealed 
will of God, and to let up the obfcore 
and imperfeCt light of human reafon, in 
competition with the foperior advantages 
of Divinp Grace. Hence the Scrip¬ 
tures have been depreciated to make room 
for the wild conjectures of heathen philo- 
fophy; as if human wifdom could direCt 
us, by as near and fure a way, to happi- 
nefs and life eternal, as what God hhnfclf 
hath pointed out in his word. Hence alfo, 
fo many ingenious romances have been 
published in fupport of, what the writers 
have been plcafed to ftyle, the Religion of 
Nature, the more to extol that, and to de¬ 
grade the bleffings of the Goipel: This,: 
they would infinuate, hath no pre-emi¬ 
nence as a rule of life j and reded not, it 
is from their knowledge of Chriftian graces, 
that they fo clearly fee the nature and obli¬ 
gation 
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gation of that morality which they fo affcdt 
to admire. 

% 

St. Paul, whofe eminent abilities re¬ 
markably diftinguifhed him; and whofe 
midion carried him to perfons of the high- 
eft rank, and to places famous for the en¬ 
couragement of arts and fciences, had fre¬ 
quent occafions to debate this point. When 
engaged with the philofophers and the 
great men of Greece and Rome, with all 
the arts of a polifhed addrefs, he produced 
a variety of arguments peculiarly calcula¬ 
ted to raife their attention, by reafoning; 
upon fubjedls immediately connected with 
their wifdom and philofophy. And at length 
declared to them, that by perfevering in 
fuch vain deceits , after the traditions of men *} 
by their idolatry and polytheifm, they bad , 
in reality, changed the truth of God into a 
lye i for they worfhipped and J'erved thofe 
creatures h , •which by nature are no gods l . 

Convinced of this himfelf, he was an-, 
atioufly folicitous to guard all his converts i 

f Col. ii. 8. h Rom . i. 2c. 

1 Gal. iv. 8. 

againft 
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againft being feduced from the faith by the 
enticing words of fuch mens wifdom k ; left 
they fhould be fpoiled, or made a prey of, 
by reverting to the rudiments , or elements, 
of worldly 1 wifdom and fcience. This wis¬ 
dom, he exprefsly tells the Corinthians in 
the words of the text, is no better than 
fo much foolijhnefs j as, by a partial attach¬ 
ment to the gaudy colourings of a verbal 
oratory, the plain . engaging fimplicity of 
the crofs of Cbrijl would be deprived of its 
peculiar glory, and thereby be made of none' 
effeft Where, fays he, is the wife ? where 
is the fcribe? where is the difputer of this 
world? hath not God made foolijh, or mad the 
wifdom of this world"; by eftablilhing fuch 
a. fcheme of Salvation which their learning 
and philol'ophy could never have thought^ 
of ? Nay, though the being and wifdom of 
God were evident, from the works of Crea¬ 
tion and Providence, yet the world by wif¬ 
dom knew not God. All the powers of na¬ 
ture and reafon, improved to their utmoft 
perfection, could never attain to the true 
knowledge of the Deity, or lead men to* 

k i Cor . ii. 4. 1 Col . H. 8. m 1 Cor . i. 17. 

* 1 Cor . i. 20. 

glorify 
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glorify him as fuch; as the author and 
object of eternal life. But it pleafed God 
to remove all thefe obftacles, and to call 
them by that which thofe fages termed, 
tbefoolijhnefs ofpreaching; for fuch it feem- 
ed to them, as their pride would not per¬ 
mit them to enquire, and therefore they 
could not underftand, how he, who ap¬ 
peared as a man, could be the Son of God ; 
or how he, who did die, could be the au¬ 
thor of life: though thefe important fads 
contained in them the greateft miracle of 
Divine Power, the greateft myftery of Di¬ 
vine Wifdom and Love. 

From this view of things is exhibited 
the manifeft difference there is between 
true and falfe Religion; that which we 
learn from nature and philofophy, and that 
which is after Chrijl 0 ; the one leading to 
error, the other the declaration of truth. 
Though this point was touched upon in 
the preceding Difcourfe, yet it is worthy 
of a more minute and diftind enquiry. 
We will therefore now more particularly 

• Col. ii. 8 . 

confider 
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conftder the comparative excellency of 
Chriftian graces, with their correfpondent 
virtues, as inculcated upon the principles 
of Natural Religion. 

It hath already been confidered how vain 
and uncertain the furmifes of the ancient 
heathens were, when they fought after the 
knowledge of God by the mere light of 
nature. They had no idea, becaufe they 
had no principles to argue from, of thofe 
myftcrious articles, which Revelation hath 
difcovercd: of the doctrines of the Trinity, 
of the vicarious fatisfadion of Chrift, of 
his preternatural incarnation, of his meri¬ 
torious death and paiiion ? thefe and the 
like they could fcarce have any conception 
of. The fame alfo is obfervable of the 
dodrine of the refurredion of the dead; 
the affertion of which expofed our Apoftle 
to the derifion of the Epicureans and St sicks 9 j 
the moft learned, and, if there could be 
any Religion, where there was fo much 
ignorance of God, the moft religious of 
all the philofophers. Nay, fo far were 

* ABsiv ii. 18. . 

they 
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they from acquiring any true knowledge, 
even of themfelves and of the end of their 
creation, that, after all their moil elabo¬ 
rate enquiries, they were not able to dis¬ 
cover wherein their own happinefs con- 
lifted. Their morality was wholly con¬ 
fined to outward actions j they did not, fo 
much as in theory, underftand what was 
the true perfection of virtue. But when 
they attempted to treat of the nature of 
the Deity, of his unity, of the foul of 
man, of heaven or hell, or, in their own 
language, of the infernal regions, or of a fu¬ 
ture ftate; here their boafted fcience ended 
in fancy, or with, or at beft in probability. 
So vain is the expectation of gathering the 
fruit of true wifdom, where it was neither 
fown nor planted. 

Let us however come nearer to the 
point, and view thofe virtues and graces 
which, as men, we are bound to have, and 
to exert towards God and towards our 
neighbour.—In thefe particulars it may 
perhaps feem dubious at firft fight, whe¬ 
ther Chriftianity hath any advantage over 
heathenifm; or whether the philofophers 

have 
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have not given as good moral lelTons and 
rules of life, as Chrift and his Apoftles. 
Who is not almoft perfuaded, that they 
have written fufficiently about moral obli¬ 
gation, and well enough defined the boun¬ 
daries of virtue and vice ? Who alfo hath 
not heard of the patience of Socrates, the 
juft ice of Ariftides, the integrity of Cato, 
the moderation of Scipio, and the clemen¬ 
cy of Caefar ? It would be endlefs to recite 
examples of the very many illuftrious men, 
who exhibited ftriking proofs of rare and 
extraordinary virtues. But, if the light of 
nature, nurtured by philofophy, be thus 
able to make men virtuous; fhall we there¬ 
fore take upon us to afk, what need is there 
fo greatly to magnify Chriftian graces, when 
heathen precepts may, if attended to, have 
equal influence ? If fo, it fhould feem, that 
the fuppofed afcendencyof theGofpel arifeth 
more from the prejudices of education, and 
the authority of teachers, than from the 
truth of the matter itfelfj and is grounded 
more upon partiality and opinion, than 
knowledge and argument. 


To 
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To little effeft indeed is the Gofpel of 
Chrift recommended as the Revelation of 
the mold high God, if the fancies and er¬ 
rors of men may be brought in competi¬ 
tion with it, and any frivolous allegations 
be imagined able to impair its credit. 

It hath been already obferved, that in 
thofe duties which immediately concern 
the Deity, philofophy cannot, in any degree, 
bear a comparifon with Gofpel Theology. 
If moreover we contemplate thole intel¬ 
lectual virtues, which perfect the under- 
Handing, who feeth not, that the know¬ 
ledge of God is the molt principal, in 
which human wifdom, having taken great 
pains, hath found little fuccefs ’ ? And in 
a more particular manner, with regard to 
the affedtions of love, fear, honour, and the 
like, and the actions whereby they are to 
be exprefled, which is properly the worlhip 
of God, how blind, how profane, or ra- 

* Pro compertd aliquid affirftiare, aut de Dei naturas aut 
de ejus voluntate, folo du£lu hum anas raribriis, qnam fit iiltlt- 
tum ac fallax, docent tot diffonantia, non fcholarum modo in¬ 
ter fe, fed et fingulorum philofophorum placita. 

Grotius de Veritate C. R. L. iii. C. 12. 

ther 
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ther how impious, were the fpeculations 
of philofophers. Or if a few amongft 
them, endowed with fuperior mental pow¬ 
ers, had haply attained to fome lively per- 
fuafion of the being of God, his unity and 
fpirituality: yet how fhamefully, abfurdly, 
and wickedly did they join at the fame 
time in the worlhip of a rabble fc of Gods 
and Goddefles, againft the light of convic¬ 
tion, and the teftimony of their own coh- * 
fciences. So unable was natural reafon to 
form a model of Religion, pure from the 
Rains of vice, profanenefs, and idolatry:' 
—whereas, according to the Chriftian fyf- 
tem. Religion is the mother and miitrefs 
of all virtues. Nay, who is there among 
Chriftians fo void of honefty, fo carelefs 
of his reputation, who would not difdain 
to be, or to be thought fuch as the very gods 
of the heathens are reported and described 
to have been, which yet thofe great men 


r Quamobrcm major calitttm populus etiam quam Homi- 
num intelligi poteft, cum finguli quoque ex femet ipiis toti- 
dem Deos faciant.—Of iuch Deities, well might he obferve 9 
ne Deum quidem poiTe omnia. Namque nec fibi poteffcmor* 
tem confcifccie (i velit. .. nec mortales aetemitate donarc, aut 
rcvocare defun&os, &c. Plin. Nat. Hift. L. H. C. 7. See 
alfo Cicero de N. D. Lib. iii* 

E them- 
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therafelves fcrupled not to revere as thp 
pbje£ts of publick adoration ? 

That the argument however may fepm 
npt to be fupported more by authority than, 
by reafon; let us try the utmoft ftretch of 
human wifdom in moral virtues, rcfpeftjqg 
the exercife of focial and relative dutiea 
from man to man. The generality of tho 
heathens had little or no other notion of 
bappinefs, but to live with as much eafe, 
plenty and delight, as they could) to 
which, if a certain degree of vain glory 
be added, we have the fum total of all 
they either imagined or dcfired. Relative 
duties, enforced by no better motives, muft 
needs want their proper fupportj and it 
was little to be expected, that thofe men 
would be fcrupuloully virtuous in their be-; 
haviour tp others, who had fo little regard 
to their own private virtues. Their prin¬ 
ciples, in fa£t were very corrupt, and their 
pra&ices in confequence alike infamous; 
infomuch that God gave them up, as the 
Apoftle obferves to the Romans, to unclean- 
nejl , to vile affeEtiom *, and to fuch filthy 

* Rm. i, 24. 26. 

vices 
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vices as are unfeemly to fpeak of. This 
was notorioufly the cafe over all the Gen¬ 
tile world; and was palliated by cuftom 
and prefeription both with the learned and 
the vulgar. Surely the knowledge of God, 
and the practice of moral virtues, mull in 
vain be fought after amongft fuch finners. 

There are two virtues above the reft, 
which in our daily intercourfe and converfe 
with the world, we have frequent occafion to 
exercife, Juftice, and Fortitude: upon thefe 
the Philofophers have defcanted nobly, and 
have given fuch rules concerning them, as 
have done honour to themfelves and to hu¬ 
man nature. But, fo far is this from de¬ 
trading from the fuperior excellency of 
Ghriftianity, that it is a confirmation of 
its merit: It fhews, that what our Blefifed 
Saviour taught is agreeable to the more ex¬ 
alted, rectified underftandings of men of 
the moft enlightened capacities; that it 
falls in with the powers of natural con¬ 
fidence, and adds new life and vigour to it. 
If however this plea in their behalf be 
thoroughly examined, we ihall foon fee 
how much they fall fhort of the perfection 
E 2 of 
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of Chriftian morality in thofe common 
Virtues which are confefiedly their fort. 

The higheft pitch of juftice in the fchool 
of gentile Ethicks was this rule, not to 
do to others, what we would not have 
done to ourfelves. A noble maxim this 
for philofophy to give, and no mean attain¬ 
ment to arrive at this knowledge; efpe- 
cially if in this negative precept, the posi¬ 
tive part be implied, which is particularly 
enjoined to us Chriftians. Whatfoever ye 
would that men Jhould do unto you, do ye even 
fo to them *, is our general direction. The 
heathen precept is calculated folely to prevent 
our doing hurt: the Chriftian commandment 
is to do all the good in our power; nay, 
to return good for evil, even to our ene¬ 
mies; and in thofe inftances alfo wherein 
we have fuftered by them. 

The light of reafon does indeed for¬ 
bid us to do evil by injuftice ; the light of 
grace exhorts us to do good from the prin¬ 
ciples of duty. He who doeth no injury, 
is deemed virtuous by philofophy : but, by 
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our divine law, he who forbears to do an¬ 
other the fame kindnefs he would wiffi to 
receive himfelf, is a firmer. As much 
then as doing virtuoufiy is fuperior to do¬ 
ing nothing, fo much more refined and 
excellent is the Chriftian' precept of jus¬ 
tice, than the heathen notion of it. 

To evince this, let us confider what one 
of the belt and wifeft of the gentile Philo? 
fophers advances upon this fubjedt in his ce¬ 
lebrated Book of Offices; a laboured iyfte- 
matical performance,which is univerfally al¬ 
lowed to be the beft of its kind, and the great* 
eft effort of human wifdom, and compare it 
with our theology. The firft duty, fays 
this great R'eafoner, of juftice is, that no 
man hurt another, except he be provoked 
by an injury u . Is this a dodtrine fit to be 
named with the Chriftian law? Shall he 
prefume to diredt us in our duty to one an¬ 
other, who allows us the liberty of revenge, 
when irritated by an injury ? What a more 
fublime and generous lefion doth our maf- 
ter dldtate to us. Love your enemies , blefi 

■ Juftiti* primom monos eft, ot ne cui qois neccat, nifi 
lsceffitus injoria. Cicero de Offic. L. i. C. 7. 

E 3 them 
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them theft curfe you , do good to them that 
bfte you , and pray for them which defpitefvlfy 
ufe you, and perftcute you*. We ere exci¬ 
ted to the performance of this amiable difr 
jntereftcd virtue, from the view of God’s 
univerfal benignity, and our relation to, 
and refeipblance of him, when we culti¬ 
vate fo godlike a principle j when we thus 
overcome evil with goad*, and abhor and fup- 
prefs every vindictive tendency, 


If we confider the other capital virtue 
of fortitude j the higheft elevation of it 
amounted only to repelling an injury r , and 
{edifying a ftoical infenfibility and con¬ 
tempt of death z i though not, at the lame 
timei, without Ihu^dering at the terrors of 
it*. But what innumerable tcftimonies 

T Matt* y. 44, * Rom. xii. 21. 

* Fortes et magnanimi funt habendi, non qui faciunt, fed 
qip propu|fept injwaip. Cicero de Offic, L. i. S. 19. 

* Appellata eft enim a yiro virtus, yin autem propria 
maxime eft fortitudo, cujas manera duo funt maxima, mortis 
doloriiqu? contcpiptio. Tnfcitl. Quaeft. L. q, $. 17, 

* Here all th,eir heroifm failed them. It wzs/o like taking 

a leap in the dark , that it is no wonder if they who reckoned 
themfelvcs moft yforthy pf %>ulcl feftify grfit?ft 

dignation, when they found themfel'ves likely foon to be de¬ 
prived of it and all Ipkflipgs j fpr they looked, not into 
futurity. The Grecian^ mota^ift fcruplcs not tp fey. Jit fa 
i$i*99 is x*j t« edSsA artyatt, $' pit Jut*r&* xdf 1 * *t%cw- 
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can Cbriftianity produce of faints, tn«U> 
*yrs, and confeffors, of every age and feX, 
infinitely furpaffing the reports of hfeathtn 
hiftories ; and amply exprefilve of that pa¬ 
tience, magnanimity, and joy which they 
manifested in their trials and fufferingS fit 
the word of God, and fir the teimorty iff 



Cato is highly and repeatedly extolled, 
by the fame great author above referred to, 
for his fortitude in being his own execu¬ 
tioner c . But furely the defperate exit of 
that celebrated perfon, fo renowned for his 

Hfm ton nijjt r« tctfytttt xaf Ktyn i ifOf. vm/MiH tt Mm, *r< 
•(jttor, * iri «wii, t« pi. tucf edit « f^tXkei iiui ttp-rli* *jji 
vMa&y, Kuf tvhupyttmi^* a, fipfoat MR t# Juvttrm ?w7ij<rtnq» 
rat rotttro yccg f&Xtftt ZJm* x*f y.iyiqtt't ttyxjut X7TVf*~ 

punt H&tf. v. Ariftotelii Ethic, Nicdft. L, Hi. C. cjj A 
few chapters before he had mentioned death as the objeft of 
the greateft terror, becaufe It was tlie torielufion of end 6f 
til things, L. iii. C. 6. Indeed, he coaid not well oonrfider 
it in any other light; having in his firft book, after much 
logical debate, concluded the chief good at iriari f6 cririfift 
only of things connected with the happinefs and enjoyments 
of this prefent life, 
b Rev. vi. 9. 

t Cato autem fie abiit e vita, ut caufcm moriundi naftum 
fe effe gauderct. Vetat cnim dominans ille in nobis Dcusin- 
juffu hinc nos fuo demigrare : cum vero cauiam juftam Deus 
ipfe dederit .... tanquam a magiftratu aut ab aliqua poten¬ 
tate legnima, fie a Deo evooatus atque cmiflus cxierit. 

Tufcul, Qgseft. L. i. S. jo. 

£ 4 awfttre 
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auftere inflexibility, ought rather to be 
afcribed to fear and weaknefs, than to real 
fortitude of mind 4 . Had he poflefied the 
true fpyit of heroical refolution, he would 
have triumphed over the malice of a con¬ 
quering enemy. He would have defpifed 
that power, whofe rage and tyranny he fo 
greatly apprehended, as to lay violent hands 
upon himfelfj that he might cowardly fly 
from it, and avoid the mortification of be¬ 
ing obliged to the clemency of his adver- 
iary, for the prefervation of his life. 

- - In the next place, let us carry on the 
comparifon farther, and attend to the mo¬ 
tives, influence, and efficacy of religious 
principles. Here the fuperiority of the 
Gofpel will appear to great advantage j 
as its views exceed thofe of human 
wifdom, not only in difcerning what true 
virtue is, but in effecting a virtuous obe- 

4 IHe cas quae nunc font, et futura viderit, et nc fierent, 
contended!, et, fafta ne videret, vitam reliquerit. 

Ep. ad Atticum, L. xii. Ep. 4. 

Haec differentia naturarum tantam habet vim, ut nonnun- 
quam mortem fibi ipfe confcifcere alius debeat, alius in eadent 
caufa non debeat .... Catoni autem cum incredibilem tri- 
buiffet natura gravitatem, eamque ipfe perpetua conftantia ro- 
boraviffet, femperque in propofito fufceptoque confilio pcr- 
jnanfiffet, moriendum potius, quam tyranni vultus adipicien- 
fait, Pe Offic. L. i. S. 31. 

dience. 
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dience. True it is, that Tome amongft u* 
may have fo high a veneration for the wri* 
tings of the pagan moralifts, as to be able 
to feleft from the mafs fome Alining frag* 
ments, and to difplay them with uncomr 
mon triumph and oftentation, as fufficienfer 
ly powerful and perfuafive to the love and 
practice of virtue, fo as to render other 
inducements abfolutely needlefs. 

But in moral duty and obligation, we 
muft attend to the matter itfelf, more than 
to the force of oratory or laboured rheto* 
rick, as the ftrongeft means of perfuafion ; 
and befides the duty recommended mult 
be either neceflary, fuitable, or convenient.^ 
In this refpeft, how much more forcible 
muft Chriftian motives be, than thofe of 
nature. If authority can influence, what 
are men to God ? Wife men, fuppofing 
them fuch to wifdom itfelf? If evidence 
of truth be looked for, the fame points 
have the fame proofs in one, as in the 
other, with the peculiar confirmation of 
certainty in the word of God: An irre- 
fiftible argument this,which philofophy was 
ignorant of, and could not pretend to. The 
befit of the ancient lages were but men, 

their 
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their writings only* the compofitions of 
men, reafoning from preemption and pro¬ 
bability, not from a(Turanee and demon- 
ftration * whereas the Revelation of God 
muft be true: It commands, as well as 
teaches: It hath the fan&ion and obliga¬ 
tion of an eternal and immutable law, 
which the other hath not and wants. 

What moreover is the ground upon 
which human Wifdom forms her exhorta¬ 
tions to V irtue ? and what are the motives 
to fupport it ? Chiefly this, that Virtue 
was to be defired for its own fake, and was 
its own reward. A llippery ground indeed, 
where even ftrong men could hardly keep their 
footing, and the red were fure to fall d . It 
is almoft next to an impoflibility to per- 
fuade him, who looketh for happinefs only 
In this life, where fenfe too commonly 
warps the judgement, that virtue is feli- 

• Hcc ctiifa eft, ear precept)* eorum nalhis obtemperet; 

S uoniam aut ad vitia erudiunt, ft voluptatem defendant; aut 
virtutem aflerunt 5 neque peccaro Pcenam minantur, nifl fo- 
Kiis tqrpkadiids ; ne^ue viroute atfum premium poHicentor, 
nifi folius honeftatk, et Laudis; cum dicant, non propter 
idiud, fed propter feipfam expetendam effe virtutem. 

L. C. Laftandus, L. iiu S* 27. 

city j 
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city j fince daily experience muft convince 
him of the contrary. Upon how much 
better a foundation do we Chriftians build 
our hopes of happinefs, even upon the vera¬ 
city of God who cannot fye'i and in confe- 
quence thereof upon his goodnefs, which 
hath been by the cleared; demonftration 
evinced to uS in Chrift Jefus. In gofpd 
language, holinefs or righteoufnefs is called* 
In one word, obedience ; fin or vice, dis¬ 
obedience. Hence do we learn, that vir¬ 
tue (or godlinefs, as Revelation calls it) is 
to be defired and followed, becaufe com¬ 
manded by God, who bed knows what is 
right and true: and as we and all things 
elfe received our being from his will and 
appointment, what he commands muft be 
good and juft, and his will muft be the rule 
of goodnefs to all his creatures. This is that 
eternal foundation which cannot be fiiaken; 
this the rock upon which Chrift hath build- 
ed his Church fo firm, that it cannot be 
overthrown. 

The chief arguments amongft the hea¬ 
thens to enforce the love and practice of 
* Tit. i. 2. 

virtue 
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virtue fprang from this principle, the hope 
of glory among men after their deceafe, 
or a pofthumous reputation, which they 
dignified with the pompous name of im¬ 
mortality. Hence one of their graved wri¬ 
ters hefitates not to affirm, that there 
would be nothing left to encourage worthy, 
men to virtuous aftions, if we take away 
the reward of praife and glory r . Though 
this fame pbilofopher wrote a treatife to 
prove, that virtue alone is fufficient to 
make men happy *. And yet this very 
virtue which was thus to confer all this fe-> 
licity, he did not deem to be the gift of 
God, but a perfonal acquifition \ 


1 Nullam enim virtus aliam mercedem laborum, pericu- 
Iorumque defiderat, praeter hanc laudis, et gloriae. 

Cicero. Orat. pro Archia Poeta, S. 11. 

The fame reflexion occurs in the fifth Philippick ; and in. 
a fragment preferved by Laftantius he exprefTes himfelf in 
thefe words* Vuk plane virtus honorem ; nec eft virtutis 
ul)a alia merces. Ladtantius, L. v. S. 18. 

* Tufcul. Difput. L. v. 

k Virtutem nemo unquam acceptam Deo retulit. Nimirum. 
redte: propter virtutem enim jure laudamur, et in virtute 
redie gloriamur: quod non contingerct, ft id donum a Deo, 
non a nobis haberemus . « « Num quis, quod bonus vir eflet, 
gratias Diis egit unquam ? at quod dives, quod honoratus, 
quod incolumis, jovemque optimum, maximum, ob eas res 
appellant, non quod nos juftos, temperatos fapientes cfficiat, 
fea quod falvos, incolumcs, opulentos, copiofos .... Judi¬ 
cium 
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Alas ! what a ftrange kind of immorta¬ 
lity was that, which depended upon a 
breath of air, and the applaufe of a capri¬ 
cious multitude, without any other view, 
than to have a name recorded in the annals 
of hiftory. The hopes of a future Rate could 
have no weight with men of this clafs: They 
knew not what it meant. The love of 
fame, not the deli re of happinefs, was their 
ruling pallion. Not but that fear of pu- 
nilhment was as much the check, as this 
lull of renown was the fpur to their out¬ 
ward actions. Poor incentives thefe to real 
inward virtue, which is neither to be en¬ 
forced by terror like a Have, nor allured 
by the wages of an hireling. 

With nobler views doth Gofpel Theo¬ 
logy, which is morality exalted, perfuade 
Men. To know by exprefs Revelation, 
that godlinefs hath the promife of the life that 

dam hoc omnium mortalium eft, fortunam a Deo petendam, 
a feipfo fumcndam cfTe fapientiam. 

De Nat. Deorum, L. iii. S. 36. 

What a falling off is here* from the grand and elevated 
fentiments delivered in Sift. 66. B$ok ii« of the fame work* 

now 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 



ft SERMON III. 

now is, and of that which is to come*, is the 
utmoft that wife and good men could wifh 
for, to diredt and animate them in the 
purfuit and practice of Religion. Can we 
think, that virtue when alone is more' 
lovely and defireable, than when the affu- 
tance of God’s love and favour is fuper- 
added to the pleafing confcioufnefs of ha¬ 
ving done our duty ? Though it may be 
poffible to attain to iuch refinement in fpe- 
culation, as to difregard prefent advantages, 
yet who can be fuppofed fo negligent and 
unwife, as to defpife that perfection -of 
virtues which unqueftionably leadeth to 
cveriafting life ? 

Some indeed of the brighteft charac¬ 
ters of antiquity pulhed their enquiries fo 
far as toarrive at fome confuted notion of 
the immateriality of the foul, but mixed 
with fo much uncertainty and error, and 
Ipoken of with fo much doubt and difii- 
dence, that it may well be questioned whe¬ 
ther they really believed it or no *. Some! 

* t Tim. iv. 8. 

* See Dr. Randolph's Sermon upon Rom, i. 20. entitled, 

' Ihe Ufe of Reafon in Matters of Religion, p. 24. 

imagined 
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imagined human fouls to be particles of 
the Deity, or anima mundi j that as fuch 
they might have pre-exifted in an unknown 
Separate ftate; and might, as probably, ex* 
ift after the diflolution of the Body. Others 
fuppofed a tranfmigration of them from 
one body to another; and that they went 
to fome fortunate i(lands or elyfian fields 
during their ftate of reparation from the 
Body. With fuch extravagant and chime* 
rical reveries did they amufe themfelves ; 
betraying utter ignorance of the fubjedt in 
queftion, and that all which they faid, was 
mere fidtion and groundlefs conjedlure. 

But whatever imaginary notions they 
might entertain of a future ftate, it was 
only the fuppqfition of the foul's feparate 
exiftence. They had not the leafl thought 
or apprehenfion of the immortality of the. 
body by a refurredUon from the dead. Here 
the voice of natural Religion was totally 
filent. Indeed fome elevated minds, in their, 
philosophical retreats, went fo far as t<* 
imagine the body might perhaps be nothing, 
more than the Jbeil or covering* not the. 

man himfelf. Sometimes they cajjed it 

■* * 
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So 

the prifon, fometimes the grave of the foul; 
which never could enjoy its full and per¬ 
fect liberty, till it had fhaken off its mor¬ 
tal perifhable part. Thefe were but the 
gueffes of a few : Had they been favoured 
with our light and certainty, how would 
they have exulted in the glorious hope, 
that both body and foul, would hereafter be 
united and purified in a flate of complete 
and endlefs blifs. 

This is the knowledge which the Goipel 
alone can difcover: this is the comfort it 
offers to us, from the fupreme authority 
and pleafure of the Almighty j from him 
Cometh our wifdom and tifuth, our know¬ 
ledge and certainty. Whereas the light of 
nature being grounded upon human wif¬ 
dom and reafon corrupted and depraved; 
can only fpeak of fuch great articles by 
Weak arguments, and often from uncertain 
likelihoods concludes certain untruths. Such 
and fo great is the difference between the 
wifdom of God and the wifdom of man. 
Prom the former, we have all that the 
laving knowledge of divine Revelation can 
impart: from the latter, only what the im¬ 
perfect 
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forfeit: furirtifes of uninformed opinion can 
ftggdfly without any authority to fupport 
fetch Random fuppofitions. 

By the companion in thefe few particu- ’ 
lari- here attempted, the fuperior excel¬ 
lency of the Gofpel State is dear and ma- 
We cannot but acknowledge, that' 
nC precepts of philofophy can fo inftrudl 
us* no examples of hiilory fo move us, no 
fweetnefs of numbers fo allure us, no force 
of'eloquence lb perfuade us fo godlinefs 
ot‘ virtue, as the motives, evidence, and 
authority of the revealed will of God. So 
great end powerful is the wifdom of God, 
fo Weak and unavailing the wifdom of 
man’s reafon. ; . . 

Thus doth God defray the wifdom of the 
wife, and bring to nothing the underfianding 
of the ftttdenf 1 . Bbf notwithftahding this 
demon ftration of the fpirit, and power, and' 
wifdom of God, there,are thofe who ob- 
ftiaatdy refift fucb evidence, ‘the natu¬ 
ral man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit xf God: for they are foolijhnefs 
unto him ; neither can he know them , 

* I Cor . i. 19. 

F becaufe 
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becaufe they are fpirttually difcemed m . They 
are not proved from principles of natural 
knowledge, which is the only wifdom he 
admires. Such human reafoners did from 
the beginning, fuch do ftill rejedt and op- 
pofe the Gofpel; while the charms of the 
wifdom of words ", and the arts of eloquence 
are abufed to deprive us of our confolation, 
and to rob us of our reward in Chrift 
They may indeed pretend great matters, 
to fet us free from the prejudices ofeduca- 
tion, and the burthenfome yoke of Reve-r 
lation. But for what purpofe ? unlefs to 
bring us into the wretched ftate of hea- 
thenifmj that is, of doubt, of ignorance, 
of error, and perplexity. Whatfoever fuch 
difputers may affirm, none can be real 
friends to virtue, who are enemies to Chrif* 
tianity. 

Let not therefore our conftancy be fhaken 
by thofe falfe pretences to clearer light, or 

* i Cor. ii. 14. '• 1 Cor. i, 17. 

• Such endeavours to corrupt the Jimplicity that is ii drift* 

(2 Cor. xi. 3.) the Apoftle in one place calleth tv c«, 

( Col. ii. 4. ) in another, f? wt tins te^mntns otQtat Xopt<* 
(i Cor. ii. 4.) that he 'raight guard us againit being fedneed 
by fuch plaufible fpecious reafonings, which are founded more 
upon the fubtlety of evafions, and the arts or embellifhments 
of ftyle and language, than the force of truth and conviftion. 

greater 
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greater knowledge. Of divine matters 
Reafon alone is an incompetent judge, and 
can go no farther than opinion, which may 
be ill founded and erroneous: Now error 
In fpeculation is often the real caufe, and 
more often the alleged and pretended caufe 
of immoral and vicious practice. Let di¬ 
vine Revelation therefore, the unerring 
rule of our Faith have its perfect work; 
let it correct our opinions, and direct our 
conduit. Let us hold faft our profeffion, 
as we are taught ; knowing from whom 
we have learned, and how fure and certain 
the hope of our calling is r in Cbrift , who is 
both the power, and the wifdom of God 9 unto 
Salvation. 

f Epbtf. i. 1 8 , * 1 Cor . i. 24. 
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Gal. in. 21 . latter part. 

»■ i If there bad been a law given , •which 

could bave given life, verily righteeufnefs 
- Jhottld bave been by the law. 

. • « 

T H E RE is no point, which the in* 
fpired writer of this Epiftle hath 
more in view, than precisely to ftate the 
diftin&ion between the law and the Gof* 
pel', and convincingly to difplay, by a 

* Lex nocat earn ?erbi divini partem qnse prseceptis et in- 
terdi&is conftat, cam polliqitatione praemii crga cos qoi dido 
audientes funt, et Comminatione poenae in immorigeros. 

Evangelium figrtificat dodrinam Gratiae pleniffimseque faltf- 
tis in Chrifto Jefu, ab ele&is peccatoribus recipiendse per 
Fidem. Witfii Animadrerfiones Irenicar, cap. xvii. De 
praedicatione l egis ct-Evangelii, p. 218. 

F 3 great 
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great variety of arguments, the manifeft 
fuperiority of the latter. Being called to 
the apoftolical office by the miraculous in- 
terpofition of God himfelf, by an extraor¬ 
dinary light from heaven, above the bright - 
nefs of the fun b in its meridian fplendour: 
he was not difobedient unto the heavenly ViJion *. 
Satisfied that the fame high and Divine 
Authority which had, in fo memorable a 
manner, ordained him a Preacher, and an 
Apojlle *, was not of men , neither by man % 
but was the direct immediate Revelation of 
God ; he was the more unwearied in his 
labours, to infpire others with equivalent 
fentiments of the truth and importance of 
the dodtrines be had received from fo fu- 
preme and unerring an inftrudlor. 

When he addrefied himfelf to the Gen¬ 
tiles, his aim was to demonftrate the abfo- 
lute impoffibility of their attaining the true 
knowledge of Religion: from the weak ef¬ 
forts of Reafon and Philofophy; which 
knowledge, in the prefent depraved and 
corrupted Hate of human nature, could 

b ASs xxvk 13. c A#s xxvi. 19. 

4 1 Tim. ii. 7, e GaJ. i. 1, 

only 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



SERMON IV. 87 

only be acquired by the communications of 
a divine Revelation. When concerned with 
the Jews, he purfued a different plan of 
argumentation : He acknowledged the di¬ 
vine Original of the Mofaical difpenfation ; 
but contended that they had overlooked 
and ftrangely miftaken the whole fcope and 
intention of it, by a fervile attachment to 
the external letter of it. They boafted, 
that in their law, diftinguifhed ordinarily 
into moral, judicial, and ceremonial com¬ 
mandments, was contained every thing ne- 
ceffary to' life and happinefs: and that the 
pun&ual performance of the ritual ordi¬ 
nances gave them a fufficient plea of merit, 
to fecure their acceptance with God. They 
were of the feed of Abraham; they had 
the promifes of God; they were in the 
covenant with him, and therefore were 
undoubtedly entitled to the benefits of it. 

In oppofition to thefe affertions the Apof- 
tle maintained, that they only which are of 
faith, are to be reckoned the children of 
Abraham 1 : for the promife, being made to 

f Gal. iii. 7. 

F 4 him 
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him whilft be was in a ftete of unfirtwnci- 
fon*, appertained equally to Gentiles and 
to Jews. True he granted it certainly 
was, that to render this promife more fig- 
nally confpicuous, (however uoiverfally gra¬ 
cious the defign of it was) it Was not only 
appropriated to Abraham* but alio parties 
Jarly limited by God himfe)f to a (ingle 
individual of his family $ for be faith not. 
and to feeds as of many; but as of ont, and 
to tby feed, which is Chrifi 6 : thus making 
it to center in one perfon deriving his nar 
|ural defcent from him 1 . But it was through 
this extraordinary perfon* (he argued) that 
the great bleffing exhibited in the cor 
yenant was to be communicated indi/fer 
rently, and without refpedt of perfons, to 
as many as fhould hereafter believe in hie 
name. Such is the fubftance of the Apofi. 
tie’s reafoning contained in this and the 
fubfequent chapter. 

Indeed bis whole defign and intention* 
in this paftoral charge to the Galatian 

* Rom- iv. 10. 

* Gal. iii. 1 6. 

1 Doddridge’s Family Expofitor. Vol. v. p. 50. note (a). 

church* 
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church, is plainly calculated to confirm 
the peculiar excellency of the Gofpel' of 
Chfift, to reprefont the Meflings and pdvir 
leges of it in the molt engaging apd afl«&- 
tiop^te light, end tp vindicate it from the 
dmpofi^ons pf thofo Mofaical rites and ce» 
remonfos, which the new converts from Jo* 
4 $m wefe tpo apt to imagine, on account: 
pf -thcir divifte original, ought not to be 
Suddenly foperfeded* This gave him the 
Opportunity tp enlarge upon the fpiritual 
tendency of the Gofpel j that Mofes was 
faithful as a ftruant, in his delivery of the 
law pf ritps and ihadows: but Cbrifk as a 
Sun k , was in a fuperior light, the difpenfcr 
pf grace apd truth, the life and fubftance 
pf the things teftified beforehand concern¬ 
ing him by the Jewifh Lawgiver. He ex¬ 
horted them therefore to JlandfaJl in the liber¬ 
ty wherewith Chrijl bad made them free, and 
not to be entangled again with the burthen- 
fouie ceremonial yoke <f bondage 1 j a yoke, 
Which, hew long foever they had been ha¬ 
bituated to it, neither their fathers nor they 
were able to hear, 

k Heb. iii. 5, 6. 1 Gal. v. 1. 

* Afts xv. 10. ..... 4 

This 
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This was a favourite topick with him-, 
and makes a principal part in thofe other 
Epiftles, wherewith he hath enriched the 
Church: He eagerly took occafion, when 
ever occafion offered, to magnify the grace 
of Chrift, and to explain the nature of jus¬ 
tification by faith , without the deeds or works 
of the law This alfo is the purport of 
the whole EpifUe to the Hebrews, which 
is generally imputed to him, as the writer 
of it, from the fimilarity of the arguments 
adduced to prove the impotency of the 
law, whether moral or Mofaical, to juftify 
men in. the fight of God; for the law 
made nothing perfeSl ; but the bringing in of 
a better hope , by the which we draw nigh 
unto God° and find acceptance with him, 
adminiftred and fupplied that which was 
wanting. 

When this better hope was manifefted, as 
it was firft to be propofed to the J^ws, it - 
was incumbent upon the promulgators of 
it, to fhew its connection with their Reli- 

* Rom • iii. 28. 

• Heb . vii. 19. 

gion. 
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gion. Many accordingly were convinced 
by referring to the things witnejjed by the 
law and the prophets r , and believed the re¬ 
cord which God gave of his Son JeJits 
Chrijl But fbme of them, either 
unwilling or unable at once to relin- 
quifh all the prejudices of their education 
and their ancient principles, were earneft 
in their attempts to incorporate the rites of 
their old law with the works of their new 
faith j e (teeming the former, which was 
confeffedly of divine inftitution, of fo fa- 
cred and uncontroulable authority, as never 
to be abrogated. 

Againfl; thefe erroneous notions, the 
having recourfe again to fervile carnal or¬ 
dinances ', to weak and beggarly elements* , as 
they are exprefsly called, does our Apoftle 
vindicate the law of Chrift, and (hews its 
pre-eminence over that of Mofes; which 
was only meant as the introduction to it, and 
was to expire when that appeared. All.who 
waited for the confolation of Ifrael, all who 
looked for redemption in Jerufalem ', expect¬ 
ed a purer and more fpiritual Religion, to 

* Rom. iii, 21. * 1 John v. 10. ao. r Heb . ix. 10. 

• GaL iv. 9. * Luke ii. 2 5, 38. 

abolifii 
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abolith that variety of ritual Services in 
their temple-worfhip; i vhicb, to. aafwer 
the wile ends of Providence, were imptfed 
on the Israelites only for the defined time of 
reformation and till that Superior and ul* 
tiniate difpenfation appeared, which wasfo 
to correct and order all things, that they 
might bed attain their perfect date. 

- For notwithftanding the foundation of 
the moral Law, and the Levitical reli** 
gious observations were of God’s appoints 
ment and direction ; yet as they confided 
chiefly of Such lifeleSs external ceremonies* 
which did not reach the inward man, they 
could not confer peace and pardon of fins, 
or certainty of eternal life. If Such a law 
bad been given, which could have given life 
by man’s perfedt obedience to it, verify 
xighteoufnefs (loould have been by the law* 
But, Says the ApofUe, So far is the law 
from introducing any jufiifyipg righteouf* 
pefs, that the Scripture hath concluded all", 
both Jews and Gentiles alike, under Jin , 

- • Heb . fit. 10. 

* Gal. iii, 22. ZcwixAturff i. e. declaravit onfmes Ho- 
ftiinei conclufos et captivos teneri Tub potcftatc et dominio Pec- 
cati, morcif^ue ac damnationis reos. Stockius fub voce 

fhut 
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(hut them up together, as fo many con¬ 
demned prifoners; that the fromife -made to 
Abraham, that in bis feed Jhall all the nations 
upon earth be blejfed *, might be given to them 
that believe, and truft in that method' of 
ju(Hficati<m and acceptance, which fhould 
afterwards be revealed 1 . Hence, if they- 
were made fenfible of the mifery of theif 
fallen Hate, they might be delivered as 
well from the bondage of the natural law, 
which tended only to darken the undemand¬ 
ing, and to blind the heart * j as from the 
laborious fervices of the Jewilh law, which 
was now only to be confidered as having 
been their rigid fchoohnafler to bring them 
ustto Cbrtfl *; For all men aYe the children of 
God by faith in him b . 

- The many deficiencies ahd'imperfe&ions 
of the natural and moral law were the furb- 
jefika of the laft dtfeou^fe* The words now 
before us evidently math the fame or equal 
defeats . 

'* Gen. xxii. 18. J Gal, iii, 22,23, * Efbe/. iv, it. 

•'O4/. m. 2$. ► Gal. iii, 26. 

Firft, 
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Firft, In the Mofaical or ceremonial 
law. 

Therefore, from the manifeft.im potency 
of both, to make fatisfa&ion for pad of¬ 
fences, and to fecure a title to eternal life, 
will follow. 

Secondly, The neceffity of a better law, 
to afcertain thefe bleffings. * 

After what hath been already remarked* 
a few obfervations will fufhce to note the 
comparative weaknefs and unprpfitablenefs 
of the Mofaical law, and its infufficiency to 
arifwer the great ends of life and falvation. 
Firft, becaufe the original promifes of this 
inftitution, taken independently of pofte- 
rior declarations, or prophetical illuftra- 
tions, were merely of a temporal nature; 
fuch as either related folely to the circum- 
ftances of this prefent life; or fuch, as 
when viewed in contradiftinftion to the law 
of grace, life, and fpirit, may warrant us 
to term the inftitution itfelf an occafional 
difpenfation. The hopes and future prof- 

pe£t 
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pedk of the Jews were therefore confined 
within a narrow compafs. From rigidly 
and pertinaciouily adhering to the pre- 
fcriptive ceremonial part of their Reli¬ 
gion, as being of itfelf the available means 
of juftification and falvation, they were 
thereby diverted from attending to the* 
ipirituality of the promifes hidden un¬ 
der the obfcure veil of types and allego¬ 
ries : fb that the law was to them, in ef¬ 
fect, little better than a dead letter. A 
future ftate, however the patriarchs and 
good men amongft them might poflibly be¬ 
lieve it b , was not openly or in diredt terms, 
fo promulged to them, as to be made the 
clear objedt of their faith, or the certain 
reward of their obedience. Even with the 
advantages which we Chriftians derive from- 
the knowledge of better promifes % however 
it may feem deducible from other parts of 
the Old Teftament, this dodtrine is at beft. 
fo obfcurely expreffed in the law, or rather 
fiercely more than alluded to j that it can-, 
not plainly and abfolutely be colledted front 
it: infomuch, that it hath given occafion 

* Htb. *i. 

f litb. viii. 6. 

Of 
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df triueh doubt arid Controverfy 1 amon$ 
learned men,- whether it made any-part of 
the divine Legation of the JewWhlegifla— 
tor •, as temporal rewards and punishments* 
are apparently the only fan Ortons of th& 

Mofaical covenant. . '• * 

... . . .r v * 

Secondly, The-law was little more than 1 
z covenant of works; or, aft our Apoftlo 
el fe where terms it, the late of iotom'and 
merits-, contained in ordinances e : Was in- 
Outward direOhry or fyftem of< polity-,‘the* 
fuppoied alliance between 'God -and‘drift 
church j eonfiftiftg,. for the iriOft part : . Of* 
precepts and injunctions to doty, which re- 
<}uii>ed a perfect reOitude of life, without* • 
imparting Strength and affiftance for the' 
Work enjoined. It aaas not the obedience- 
tif faitb which was. required; for What it’ 
promifed, 1 it promifed not upon condition ' 
of believing, but of doing: the man that 
docth them, Jfoatl kve in them *. This ih u 
duced the Jews to feek for pardon of fins 1 
by their own merit, by what was their 1 
own righteoufhefs, by their own works-,* 

* Efbef. ii. 15. * 

e Gal, iii. 12. J •'* • 

and 
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andbythtfir own facrifices j by fuel* ex¬ 
ternal. obifervances as had 1 no real excellency 
to recommend them, but the command of 
the legiilator. Nor could 1 the outward law, 
whofe adminiftration they were fo zealoufly 
attached *o, ever infure inward andundn- 
ning obedience. ' Alas! if man in the full 
ftrength of his paradifiacal innocency could 
not remain perfect, where could his fecu- 
rity be, when bis ftrength was gone from 
him, and fuch rigorous demands made for 
the punctual performance of his duty. 

' i •' 

From the. amazing multiplicity of the 
precepts, from the very many injunctions 
refpeCting the particulars of their religious 
ceremonies, and from the feveral tedious 
circumftafcccs, attending their gifts andfa- 
crifces, their meats, and drinks, and ivajh- 
ingsf which were all enforced with very 
fevere penalties, it was with great difficulty 
the Jews themfelves could diftin&ly learn 
all the duties of their law : It was more¬ 
over next to an impoffibility, that they 
could be confcientioufly fatished, whether 

f Hib. ix. 9, 19. 

G 
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they had performed them all itt due pre¬ 
scribed order and mftnrter; or whether, not¬ 
withstanding their great defire to fulfil the 
law, they might.not have' contracted fome 
ceremonial impurity, if not litoral alfo 5 
and by that means might have reafon to 
apprehend, that they , were not ckanftdaccord- 
fygte the perfect purification of theJdnflttaryK 

Such is the impotency of the. law, with 
all its ordinances and institutions of wor¬ 
ship, .to procure that expiation of fin, this 
neceifity of which was Shadowed by thole 
Solemn representations. It enjoined an in¬ 
tricate courfe of formal, expensive, and 
troublefome duties, and required com pleat 
and full performance of them all, without 
any fecurity of remifiion, without any pro- 
fpeCt of relaxation, or abatement. It deem¬ 
ed him who offended in one point, alto¬ 
gether guilty or obnoxious to the curfe, and 
denounced on the tranfgrefior this extreme 
maledi&ion ; curfed is every one that con - 
ttnueth not in all things which are written in 
the hook of the law to do them \ Qbc- 

* 2 Chron • xxx. 19. 

* Gal. iiu io. referring to Deut % xXvii. 26. 
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thence to fuch a fevere la\v» fuch a cove* 
naot of works, could not bepaid by any 
of the fons of Adam, who are all found 
finners again ft it. Jollification therefore 
cpuld not be attained under it, for then it 
could have given life: And confequently 
Chrift, who died to redeem us Jrqm the ci+rfe 
of the law *, muft be dead in vain k . As 
the law could not thus give life. fo neither 
could it make the worjhippers perfect, as per¬ 
taining to the confcience 1 . ft is upon this ac¬ 
count ftyled in the apoftolical language the 
minijlration of fn m , of condemnation “, and 
of death °. In oppofition to the law of 
grac^ by Chrift, which is called the minif- 
tration of rigbtetnfnejs , (f glory , and <f life r . 

But moreover the Mofaical ceconomy, 
though it derived its being and eftablilh- 
ment from Divine Authority, was only lo¬ 
cal and temporary; it was not calculated 
for univerfal practice or extent, It was 
limited to a low, tp a particular people 
confined within the diftrid of Paleftioe, 

1 Gal. iii. 13. k Gal. ii. 21. * Heb . lx. 9. 

*■ Ram. vtti. 2. *' 2 Gar. iii. 9. • 2 Car. iii. 7. 

* 2 Cor. 
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or the land of Canaan, a fmall, obfcure 
corner of the worldIt was the religion 1 
of thofe, who were within a proper dis¬ 
tance of Jerufalem, where was the temple 
of God; and where all who feared the’ 
name of the Lord God of ISrael, and 
hearkned to his voice, were obliged to re¬ 
fort for many times every year,'to offer their 
Sacrifices, and to perform the duties of di¬ 
vine worfhip. This was Such a command, 
as the reft of the world could not poffibly 
have complied with, who lived beyond the 
boundaries or jurisdiction of this favoured 
land: It was not, it could not therefore be 
intended for general acceptation; but only 
to Separate and diftinguifh that chofen peo¬ 
ple from other nations; and to Serve parti¬ 
cular purpofes of God’s pleafure and pro¬ 
vidence. 

But as this law was not univerfally ex- 
tenfive. So neither was it calculated for 
perpetual duration. It was to fubfift no 
longer than a given predetermined period: 
The enforcement and obligation of its 
whole fyftem, agreeably to antecedent de¬ 
clarations, were to ceafe, m ben the feedJhould 

come , 
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tome, to •whom the promife was made ’ : 
whereas had it confided altogether of effen- 
tial duties, they would not only have been 
/or ever binding; but all people every 
where, and at all times, mud have been 
alike fubje<d to it. Such an eternal law 
was referved as the peculiar privilege, the 
lingular happinefs of the Chridian cove¬ 
nant. Chrid the Mefliah was foreordained 
to be the termination and accomplishment 
of all the datutes and ordinances of the 
Jewish inditutions. He was to make full 
and perfect reconciliation for iniquity: He 
was to bring in everlajling righteoufnefs': 
He was to edabliSh an universal covenant 
with mankind, ordered in all things and Jure*, 
and all people, nations, and languages were 
to be called to accede to it: For his gofpel 
was to be preached to every creature which 
is under heaven *; that all men may come unto 
the knowledge of the truth u ; and that in 
every nation, he that fearetb God, ap,d work* 
eth righteoufnefs, may aSTuredly be accepted 
with him w . , / r , 

q Gal. mi. 19, T Dan ', ix. ! * 2 SAm xxiii. y. 

1 Col. L 23. ' 0 I lifar. ii. 4. j 9 
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From this comparative fketch of the de¬ 
fers both of the law of nature and of 
Mofes, we fee how uncertain the duties of 
the one were, and how difficult thofe of 
the other; how liable men were to miftake 
in the former, and how fubjed to death in 
the latter; the expediency therefore of a 
better law. 

Secondly, Muft be obvious and unques¬ 
tionable. By the trangrefiion of the law 
of innocency, man became fubjed to fin, 
and to death the inevitable confequence 
of it. He had offended his Maker, and 
needed an intercefTor to effed a reconci¬ 
liation with him. Continuing Hill to fin 
his own poor flock of virtue could plead 
but little in his behalf, and would be but 
a wretched foundation on which to reft his 
hopes of recovery from his fallen ftate. 
The law of nature could give him no in¬ 
formation how this could be brought 
about: The law of Mofes was little better 
than a covenant of condemnation. Nei¬ 
ther of thefe laws could make the tamers 

thereunto 
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thereunto perfeSl*: k being a vain imagine 
tion to expert, that their rigbteoufnefs could he 
fulfilled in us y , when fo great and fo general 
was the infirmity of our fiejh *. Not being 
able to overcome the corruptions of na¬ 
ture, they leave us without the profpedt 
of relief or remedy, fubjedt to the terrors 
of their curfes. And why? becaufe they 
were not of faith \ God had appointed 
fuch a different method of reconciliation, 
as would glorioufly exhibit his love to 
men, and teflify their filial obedience to 
him. 

By the rigid demands of the law, par¬ 
don or even compaffion were excluded; 
the foul that finned died without mercy*. 
The fubftitution of facrifices might have 
taught men to apprehend the neceffity of 
a piacular fatisfa&ion, adequate to the re¬ 
moval of the evil of fin, and to purify 
that confcience, which would otherwife 
cendemn them. The true and only way 

: * Beb . x. 1. 1 Rom . viii; 4. 

* 19. * Qah iii. i*« 

* Heb, x. 28. 

! ' : Q4 ''of 
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of reconciliation was at length exhibited?: 
Chrift the Meffiah appeared as the great 
and promifed deliverer from the wrath of 
God, and from the guilt and punilhment 
of "fin. He was an advocate of prevailing 
efficacy, who could fupport his laws by 
:his own exalted nature and authority: For 
he revealed more clearly, he fealed more 
powerfully, and brought to their intended 
perfection all thofe glorious truths and 
promifes, which were before but faintly 
fignified in the outward letter, and fym- 
bolical reprefentations of the law. The 
law of works indeed was good in its time 
and place j but the law of faith was better 
in its foundation and in its end: It illuf- 
trated, explained, and ripened the other: 
And when both are viewed together, they 
form that divine, confident, and harmo¬ 
nious . plan by which the myftery of God 
and redemption is haftening to its final ac- 
complifiiment. 

- ■ . *■ . * j 

This happy concurrence was that mira¬ 
culous evidence of God’s good will to 
man, which occafioned the acclamations of 
admiring angels. A grateful fenfe of the 

blefiings 
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blcffings of this falvation, a conviction of 
the guilt and mifery of mankind,. an aflu- 
rance, that by the deeds of the lam Jhall 
no fiejh be jujlijied c , made the Apoftle 
dwell with rapture and delight upon this 
pleafirig fubjeCl: Him, faith he, that is 
•Jefus Chrift hath God fet forth , hath pub- 
lickly exhibited *, to be a propitiation through 
faith in bis meritorious facrificed blood, to 
.declare or demonftrate * bis righteoufnefs, or 
juftifying power for the remijjion <f fns f . 


Such is the nature and perfection of this 
better covenant, which gives < us alfo the 
moft compleat knowledge of our duty. 
What reafon or the light of nature could 
do, is belt known by what it really did 
do; having no fure foundation to build 
upon,, it could form no regular fyftein of 

c Rem. iii. 20. 

4 a&W ir« propofuit, proprie denotat poncre ante, iiftere et 
ftature in confpedtu aliorum, &c. Inde trpisfert Paulas sul 
Chriftum, quem in vcteri teftameuto per umbram legis ex- 
hibitum, in novo in propatulo Deus pofuit propitiaiorium, 
atque per Evangelii Praedicationcm in confpc&u omnium 
ftitit et manifeftavit. Stockius. 

e fpeciatim notat demonftrationeni^qua aliquid it* 

dilucide ac manifefte demonftratur, ut appareat omnibus nega- 
irique nequeat. Stockius. 
f Rem. i;i. 25*. 

Religion 
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Religion or Morality fufficiently perfuafive 
to virtue, wifdom, and holinefs. Who 
will prefume to fay, it is a matter of mere 
indifference, whether men have a clear and 
certain, or an obfeure and fallible rule to 
walk by: a rule which cannot fail, or a 
rule which hath hitherto failed all man* 
kind, the greateft, the beft, and the wife ft 
of all ages j the manifold defeats of which 
are ftill vifible, wherever revealed Religion 
hath npt been taught, or eftablifhed. Re¬ 
velation alone diftinguifhes itfelf by fo corn- 
pleat a fyftem of duty, as, when received, 
i6 able to convince the judgement, and to 
influence the practice. Our blefled Lord 
hiniielf fulfilled all righteoufntfs s , all the 
precepts of the natural and the moral law: 
In him Were hid, and from him did proceed 
as the incarnate wifdom of God, all the 
treafures of wifdom and knowledge and 
he hath left us his example as the beft in¬ 
terpretation of his will, and comment 
upon his do&rines. 

In truth, where can fuch effectual laws 
and motives to goodnefs be found as in 
t Matt. ill. 15. * Col. 2 . 3. 

the 
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the Gbfpel of Chrift ? Where elfe are the 
promifes of the fpirit of grace, that divine 
extraordinary affiftance which fo enables 
and (lengthens us in the performance of 
our duty, as that, if we are not wanting to 
ourfelves, we /hall be prefented holy, andun- 
bhmeable , and nnreproveabie in the Jight of 
God 1 ? 

There is another peculiar excellency in 
this better covenant, which indeed may be 
regarded as its greatell blefling and privi¬ 
lege ; which is, the means of reconciling 
ourfelves to God upon failure, and even 
upon repeated failure of duty, if we truly 
repent. Before the publication of thefe 
good tidings, who could have prefumed 
upon the pardon of his fins ? who could 
thought of fo dear a facrifice, fo valuable 
a fatisfaftioh for them as the death of the 
only begotten Son of God? that he'/hould 
come into the world, to give bb life a 
ranfomfor our fins k , a ranfom for our ori¬ 
ginal, for our actual,' yea for nut 
fins for God made him . to be Jin , that is, a 

. * 1 - ' . , * 

1 Col, i. 22. 

Matt . xx. 28. 

facrifice 
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Sacrifice for, fin, for us, who kneyt no Jim 
that we might be made the rigbteoufnefs of 
God in him 

It is fully fufficient for our comfort and 
encouragement to be allured, that this doc¬ 
trine cometh by the exprefs Revelation of 
God: Nothing but his, fupreme authority 
could have convinced us that he had formed 
fuch counfels of mercy and of peace™ ; and 
that Chrift’s impeccable obedience, and me¬ 
ritorious fufferings were neceflary for our. 
redemption. Confiding in the plenitude 
of this teftimony, we may remain fatisfied 
with the apoftolical aflertion in the text, 
that, if there had been a law given which 
could have given life, verily rigbteoufnefs 
jhould have been by the Jaw. But as both 
Jews and Gentiles are all under Jin' ; it is 
only by the law (f the fpirit of life in Chrijl 
fefus°, that we can have any hope to be 
jufifiedfrom all things, from, which we could 
not be jufifed by any other, law f, even by 
the# rigbteoufnefs which is of God by faith 

1 2 Or. v. 21. ' m ‘ Zecb. vi. 13. * Roml iii. 9. 

• Rm. viii. 2. f A8s xiii. 39. 

An 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



S E R M O N IV. 109 

in Chriji\ gratuitoully made over and pro- 
mifed to them who believe in him for 
Pardon and Salvation. 

Who this illuftrious Perfon and Cha¬ 
racter is (hall be the fubjeCt of the next 
Difcourfe. 

* Fbil. iii. 9, 


Digitized by Google 



Digitized by v^ooQle 



. ( III ) 

J 


s E R M O N V. 


Lose ii. ii. 

Unto you is bom tins day in the city of 
David, a Saviour, which is Cbri/l the 
Lord . 

M ANY previous notifications, great 
and folemn preparations manifeftly 
indicate, that uncommon and ex¬ 
traordinary circumftances are to be expected 
is attendant upon an event, thus formally 
and frequently predicted. Notices of this 
kind forcibly befpeak the attention of 
thole to whom they ire addrefied, and for 
whofc ufe and benefit they are more im¬ 
mediately dcfigned j and powerfully excite 

them 
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them to contemplate the greatnefs and im¬ 
portance of the objedt in whom fuch won¬ 
ders are to terminate.' 

From thofe feveral paflages of Scripture 
which have been -occ$fionally mentioned 
in the preceding Difcourfes, we find what 
various intimations and promifes God made 
unto the Fathers', of-Uieir future accep- 
tanceand falvation j and that a long fuccefiion 
of Prophets was miraculoufly raifed up, from 
time to time,toilluftrate the office and king-. 
dom, the grace and glory, of that exalted 
Perfon who fhould hereafter appear in the 
confpicuous character of the Meffiah, the 
Redeemer of the world. With this view, 
every minute circumftance, relative to fo 
fublime ah objedt of faith and hope, was 
particularly pointed out; that when the 
fulnefs of the time was come b , the comple¬ 
tion of the prophecies might be a miracu¬ 
lous confirmation of their Divine Original 
and authority. Whereas, if the predic¬ 
tions, and their propofed accomplilhment 
did not coincide, all that had been fpoken 

* AEls xiii. 32. 

• GaL iy. 4. ' ^ ’ 

before- 
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beforehand was fpoken in vain, and tended 
only to deceive and to lead inter error. 

When man loft his innocency in Para- 
dife, the benignity of his Creator did not 
long fuller him to feel the; weight of his 
difpleafure; he foon gave him joyful hopes 
of mercy and forgivenefs. Thefe hopes, 
in later times* were increafcd to the full 
affurance of truth and certainty, that God 
would bring in everfajling righteoufnefs*, and 
reconcile all things to himjelf d . From the 
view we have, already taken of the merci¬ 
ful defigns pf Providence, and the methods 
made ufe of . to accomplilh this fcheme of 
our redemption, we learn the neceftity and 
vaft importance of the knowledge of God. 
in Chrift. Hence do we alfo difcover the 
pre-eminence of his Gofpel over the efforts 
of unenlightened reafon, and the improved, 
but ftill defective law of Mofes. Hence 
are we likewife convinced on the fureft 
grounds, that all the promifes of God in 
Chrift are yea y and in him amen % incontef- 
tably, invariably fure and faithful. To 

e Dan . ix. 24.. 4 Col. i. 20* 

e 2 Cot . i. 20, 

H manifeft 
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mani&ft the tranfcendent nature of him, who 
was the declared mediator between God and 
men f , thofe blefled Spirits that are round about 
rite throne of God in the higheft heavens, 
Were required to pay their attendance upon 
him their Lord, in the feveral periods of his 
miniftry upon earth. His conception was 
announced by the meflage of an angel; the 
divinity^ of his perfcn was proclaimed by 
another at his incarnation $ a Voice from 
heaven declaring alfo his divinity, was 
heard at his baptifm, and at his transfigu¬ 
ration ; the angels of Blifs were the com¬ 
forters of his humanity in his hours of 
diftrefs, after his temptation id the wilder- 
nefs, and in his agony in the garden ; they 
alfo firft imparted the welcome news of his 
refurre&ion and Afcenfion. 

In the hiftory of the chapter from 
whence the word 9 of the text are taken, we 
find theie angels, the delegated harbingers 
of his nativity, exulting as being the blefT- 
ed indruments of publishing fuch good 
tidings-of great and Univcrfal joy, which 

s tTtm. ii. 5. 

♦ - would 
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would accrue from this glorious event to 
the whole human race; thofe bleffings of 
Salvation which he would bring, who is 
emphatically ftyled the firjl begotten* t the 
firfi bom> of every creature \ and heir <f att 
things 1 : A multitude of the heavenly hofl 
is iuddenly introduced finging praifes to 
God- for the birth of that gracious Being* 
in whole human nature the Deity dwelt, 
and who now appeared to put away or aba- 
lilh fin by the Jacrifice cf bimfelf k , and to 
bring glory to God in the highefi, and on 
earth peace , good will towards men l . 

' ; i- \ t 

And to whom were thefe cclcftial agents 
fent ? to the great men of the world? No, 
in no wile; A few poor fhepherds, en¬ 
gaged in their ordinary callings, and at that 
very time keeping watch over their fiocks 
had the earlieft intelligence that this great 
Ueifing had actually taken place. To the 
meek* and to the poor was the Gofpel to be 
preached*. It was firft preached to thcfe 
, low and humble keepers of fheep; it was 

« Hob. i. 6 . * Col. i. 15. 1 Htb. i. 2. * Htb. 

ix. 26 • 1 Lute iu 14. m Luh ii. 8, * If. lxi, 1 . 

• Mstt . xi. 5. 

H 2 after- 
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afterwards publifhed to, believed in, and 
received by the world through the preach-, 
ing of a few weak, friendlefs, unlearned 
Filhermen j to convince the world, that 
the Almighty bringeth about his deep de- 
figns by means contrary to human wifdom 
and policy j ufing, for the mod; part, the 
meancft and mod unlikely inftruments to 
accomplifh his grandeft purpofes; that the 
excellency of the power may more eminently 
appear to be of God % and not of man. 

It may feem perhaps a matter of mere 
fpeculation, if a prophecy be, as to its 
main end or defign, unequivocally fufllled, 
to enquire, whether all the intermediate 
occurrences, which occafionally have hap¬ 
pened, are of importance fufficient to en¬ 
gage an equal fhare of our notice: But in 
cafes of general import, in matters of fadt, 
and where Deity avowedly hath interfered, 
no circumftances can appear minute or tri¬ 
fling which concern the veracity of God’s 
promifes, or the certainty of our Faith. 
Thus in the angelical declaration before us, 

* z Or. iv. 7. 
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the time and place of Mefiiah’s nativity 
are equally afcertained with the divinity of 
his perion: And this feems to have been 
done with an eye to the accomplifhment of. 
the ancient Prophecies concerning him, 
and more perfectly to eftablifh the truth 
and reality of his manifeftation in thefleih. 
Unto you is bom this day, in the city of Da¬ 
vid, a Saviour, which is Cbrijltbe Lord, 

Let us confider therefore, 

1. The time, 

v * * - 

2. The place, * 

, j. The perfon, 

, From, the great variety of previous re-) 
fercncea to a precife and determinate pe¬ 
riod, furmifes of > which were hot. confined 
Within the narrow limits of Paleiiine, but 
had/ by tradition or information, at traded 
alio the notice bf : otber nations; an uni- 
verfal expectation' was raifed throughout 
the, world, of the appearance of fome high 
and wonderful Perfcnage in if, at the very 
H 3 11 • i ; • time 
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time in which Chrift we i hom.’ ttFcrhs 
was to be as much thedefire/if all nations r i 
as the peculiar hope! thofe,: via looked 
forredeirtption in 'Jtntifnkw** 


i The Jews, guided • by the fore word of 
ptopl^y^Were very confident in their fcx<r 
pe$atk>n£ of his approaching advent, at the 
very tithe when 'he appeared graongft ih$*ia» 
Miftaking indeed the fpiritual meaning, the 
true intention of the prtjmifaj, they ,piedfed 
themfelves with the vain notions of a tem¬ 
poral Prince, who fo6ul(J nfoose the fplen- 
dourof. their fallen jkingdom. This too 
rfcadily difpofed thepi todiftei} to the %n any 
pretentions of thoie [various impoftors and 
falfe Chrifts, which ftarteid lip artioftgffcthem 
in thole days* They knew that Shiloh, or 
Chrift tads io cbme, tbMn^tbefceptWHbds^de- 
‘farted from *fudab \ /The deftinfed'pfc^od 
for the' atcbmplilhilneht of this l^Oph^ 
font 'how it ; hand, Herod an aliepi 'ap 


- *: Thj* ¥ *>#»?. h Tapwfo, ¥>• *• ;$• *$ Mr. 

Suetonius in Vita, Augufti, S. 94.. and in Vita Velpafiani, 
$.-■4. : : :,f ’ [nil rr,»r>; 

* Gen . xlix. 10. .Tiys was l the nrft Prophecy which li¬ 
nked J AlliAe * ikrtt mt&tfb* 

concur in applying it to the. h^fiah. Many of the Jewifh 
c writers. 
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|4ttm*anby;deMtf> t^pu^h <* J$w% Re+ 
ligjoq, rW»f their, kfag ojr.gpvefiiar j. bu$ 
W4* fo appoint^: bj.itbe. amhiffity ;pf ,jfc f 
Rotnan Power, to; wbiph lb«y. •wp«^lbs» 
tributjyips. And not lojng' after, yrhen 
their temple and city were deflroyed, nek 
ther fceptre nor lawgiver remained amongft 
ihem, Wfll therefore might m fe&fed 
geyi^r-ffiproach tbc Jiwsf&f tbuftf Windf 
nefs 84d hjfpocCify»i ift bejjjg*#? tOritfxm 
tbejase tf the tup W the fgrt* if tht 
pmes " j t fpr their pbjefl*?n ta h«h; to -3&\ 
Mpifcah,-b*4.iK> regard to thp.tiBj* df hie 
appearance, but wwi lejeWed ag*in&h>$ 
peribh alone* ^-tpp. mean and hjeonSdeear 
hie fpr that edited ;cbbfa<$er. i Wekn<m 
tfoyfltaPi fyktoct:<Ite'M?\3 Jfld £<*ft SfhPrtt 
defcended : Is not this Jefus thfcffat $.\fer 
fepb , wbofe father and mother we know'? 
far when .: Obfifl.\pmftAth no . m&c4nti8?tb‘ 
whence, he.\is w ,.v ifftiisi ts*. be bpr 
Ifirgin in ( an nnaccpootablevsnd wpndecfrtl 
man®sr* jhp ig alfo to he the jSQBnPfi CP^ 

writer^,' incieHt^nd modern, fn Tike manner interprit it of 
kknistaiii&tfiiiioneff ihenimiJigOca tfctke^ftal^hiiititltfw 
Talmud. Thit it obferved By all our Commentators. 

■ Matt. xvi. 3. w John vi. 4* . er 

* Jtbn vii. *7. - 
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by a wayineffabifc and inconceivable. They 
therefore rejected him, without enquiring 
into the authentic relation of hit preter¬ 
natural conception, and without attending 
to the power and energy of his miraculous 
operations. 

r:... .1 .\j..‘ ..1 ; . V -• W 

-^•Btoiei’a LXX Weeks, that is, weeks of 
years? had fixed the precife time of his 
coming: Haggai 7 arid^ Malachi * had as 
explieitly;pr0ph66ed, that it ihould be be¬ 
fore the defttUftton of the fecond temple j 
which Uponthat account, asbeing honour- 
edl bytheperfonal prefeftce of the Meffiah, 
who taught his glorious doctrines, and who 
Wrought' manygibrious miracles in it, 
ihbdUi fat exceed in glory all the wonders 
of the former. v.\ « 

But moreover thfe particular time, when 
Ohrid was to bO born, not- only anfwered 
the' general ‘Prophecies concerning that 
event "but if 'w« attend to other ■cofifidera- 
tions, it. feems.,alfo n the fitted: opportunity 
for carrying on God’s good -pleafure in this 

1 H*gg. ii. 7. &.■ 

* Mat . iii. 1. ^ -s 

' • - 1 gracious 


Digitized by Google 





S E R M 6 Iff V. ill 

gracious dHpenfation. When the greateft 
part of the known World was unde)* one 
common empire, fpoke almoft all one lani 
guage, were ruled by : one law, united by 
the bleffings of peace, and civilized by arts 
and learning, then were men at leifure td 
liften to and to fearch after truth; and like¬ 
ly to become more and more fenfibleofthe 
weaknefs and wickednefs of their own na 4 
tore, fo as to fcel tbeir want of a ray from 
heaven, 1 and* thence be induced 1 to defire it; 
to' illuminate their minds. Then was 
uihered'ihto the world the blefied Prince 
of Peace, and Lord of Life and Glory, the 
Emmtinuel * or God wrtb us b j who became 
incarnate to perfect all the myfterious abyf-i 
fes of God’s decrees, and to procure par- 

* bH .WMN* A name expreflive of the union of the two 
natures in Chrift: bf his convtrfe, as man, with men upon 
earth j apd of his lpirkual prefence, as God, with his people 
always, even unto the end of the world. Matt, xxviii. 20. 
Novimus enim ex hoe nomine, i: quod falvator nofter fit ve¬ 
ins homo. Eft epim nohifiqum, qobifque 2. quod 

fit verus Deus. Eft enim 7 K Deus fords. 3. quod fit una per- 
fona, Deus et Homo. Eft enim Deus nobifeum. Et fi'con- 
fideretur hoc nomen ratione officii falvatoris, Paulas inquit, 

2 Car. v. 19. Deus ern in Chrttlo, mandum reconcilians 
fibi*..fit in Chriftd et per Chriftum Dens iterum nobif¬ 

eum eft: Hie eft Scala Jacobi, in qua Angeli ad nos defcen* 
dnnt, et Deus ipfe defuper grads ocellis nos refpicit. Glaffii 
Opufcola Chriftologia, p. 414. b Matt. i. 23. 
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dot^jfeconciliatioiH and redemptionfor us, 
At this time, the very fate of things in the 
world .cpiild not butcontributc gfcatly t9 
give thofe bleffings a readier entrance, and 
to facilitate the more extenfive propagation 

the:Gofpel e . 

s. JBot as the time, fo likewifeis thf 
place, in exadt conformity to fcr£pt$ral pee? 
dj&ions, particularly mentioned* where this 
Saviopr of mankind )vas bom-I. The Ptbt 
phet Mii;th> fix hppdred years. before the 
time, had pronounced Bethkhe^ JB^hr<\t% 
by ; namp, the feene of this event, tp difi, 
tingnUfi ,it from another Bethlehem in the 
tribe of l Z$t>ulan * j whereas thi Bethlehem 
is. fpecifipd in the hpok of. Bjitb, to. belong 
to the tribe' of Judah 9 j and accordingly 
$t. Matthew and St. Luke in their hiftories 
call it Bethlehem of Judaea f . Here came 
fortify ox was born„ that ruler in JfraeU 
tohpfe goings forth,- whole generation and 

. c JortwiV ©ifeourfe* coitcerniag the Truth of the Chrif- 
|ian Religions ad Ed. p. I75. 

4 Joflu vaL. 15. e Ruth u i, t. . i - * MatUiu 
b*k* iu 4. . t . 

r . .. fonlhip, 

»' * - } 
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#*I 

ibtrihipj tabehee* tf dd-fr^n neriaftidg.% 

Of this mw,hate moft uadeniablc vouchees. 

By tie determinate eounfd andjoreknowledge 
of Gad** the Roman emperor had ordered 
r furvey tor be taken* and; a taxation lo be 
aside in all the provinces - of the empaku 
Tins brought .'the Virgin and Jofeph to 
B&tbkbem the city of David J i that* being of 
that houfcandfaanily, they might afibi/bd 
retired *3 fixtkeqs ofthit phoe. While 
they •wreitho'ie, the days were ‘ accamphflxd 
that Jhe ftmddbe delivered* ; and. there urn 
Je&tq horn.fii r, : i ' / 

i ■; . ?f[j Vfj J. ■> i ' .'’•I . . V 

. .Byvihisit isunanifieft hodt human circum* 
dances or fubordinate caufcs, without any 
previous knowledge or foresight, aAi in » 
jftrbferviency to God’s predestinating wlR 

\ T. 2. • taVty '0*0 eaipo WlKrftV are word*' 

fnfficienfly eftablifhing as well the humttinaxitity, as the 
eternal' generation of Chrift. Dip' frequently, fignifies pro¬ 
per eternity. Thus Dent . Juuiii. *?. God is called 
tsa-rp. In Pfatoi rlv. 20. he is laid CSHp W\. In Habak. 

1. 12. the Prophet alks, CDTDD HHK *W 1 . So that whjMb 
ibt eomiitg forth oftbis Ruler tut of Bethlehem points put 
particularly the reality of his humanity % Ms gobtgs forth bting' 
of old froth boerlafting, do as diftin&ly denote Ms eternal ge¬ 
neration and Ibufhip by the promife of God, before erer the 
hfeayeris fcnd thfe earth were made. 

' * Ail* ii. 23. ^Lukeiu^ * LukeWnh. 

- ' ' and’ 
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*hd commands, and execute his decrees. 
Such ufe doth he make of men as his 
agents, without their having any fiifpicions. 
of it. Thus whilst the emperor of Rome 
pleafed himfelf in carrying on his own 
fchejnes of worldly power and policy, he 
was cffeftually confirming the truth of an¬ 
cient: Prophecies, and demonftrating the 
fubje&ion of the Jews to his dominion: 
And hia own Regifters, thofe public Re¬ 
cords of the- State; became, fo many con¬ 
vincing evidences of the notoriety of the 
fad, that Jcfus was born in.the place 
which was marked out by the Prophets, 
and/is called in, the if David ’. 

v:i£ 3:: . ii :: 'Irsodlii t .. . .• 

l A hfetty aw d&Iapfttits wMch'the opologifts and other M- 
pt vvruers, in.tbc earlier days of Chridisnity. made to tbeje 
piiblick feegiltersl ‘Juftin Martyr, wno fivedanout the' mid¬ 
dle of the fecond century, in his dialogue with Trypho, men* 
tioni thia taxation. of Auguftus j but in hi» firft apology, he 
particularly refers to the cenfual tables to prove that Chrift 
was born at Bethlehem, and was of the family of David. 
C< i tff mfUtn iuun&t «* t in Kvfluiin 

r» u pfttrtfU ii IvAuv tTniftwM. Apol. I. ad 

Antonin. Piijm. S. 44. . 

'fertullian, at the expiritian of the fame century, in feveral 
of his works, refers to the fame Rqctyds as the molt indifpu* 
table, afithority: More particularly, it) his fourth book againft 
Marcion he repeatedly appeals to them,! as to the bed vouch¬ 
ers for the truth of this matter.,. In his (eventh chapter he 
fayi, De cenfu Augufti, quern teftem. fideliffimum dominitas 
nativitatis Romana archiva cuflodiunt. In His nineteenth 

chapter 
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US 


From the time and place of Chrift’s na¬ 
tivity proceed we to confider, 

3. The dignity and excellency of hia 
perfon, as pronounced by the Angel to be 
a Saviour , Chriji the Lord. 

He (hall be the Mediator of a new and 
better covenant between God. and man; 
He (hall fave his people from their fins, is 
the conftant voice of Scripture and Pro* 
phecy from the Fall to the Redemption^ 
By deriving our being from the loins of a 
tranfgreffing progenitor, we are born under 
the controuling influence of his fallen and 


chapter he refers to them for further information—a pud quo# 
(cenfus fcilicet ados fub Augufto) genus ejus inquirere potuif- 
fent. In his thirty-iixth chapter he thus exprcflej himfelf. 
Tam diftin&a fuita primordio Judaea gens, per tribus etpopu- 
los et families et domos, ut nemo facile ignorari de genere po- 
tuiflet, vel de recentibus Auguftianis cenlibus adhuc tunc for* 
tafle pendentibus .... Qui vult videre Jefum, David filium 
credat per Virginis cenfum. Long after thefe, Chryfoftom, 
who flouri/hed at the clofe of the fourth century, in one of 
his Sermons or Homilies upon Chriftmas-Day, appeals to thofe 
very Regifters as ftill extant in his time, in the following 
Words. Kuf *mf 79 tf k\[4$<rtet xeifatts K isn ntt 

P«$t«i t irpi%*rr* f xaf t Kcupr f /t&ieiTX xkq/i- 

v»ts etlitaf r fiithijfytf. x . r. a. Homil. in Chrifti Natal* 
Tom. 5. p. 512, 513. Ed Sav* 

corrupted 
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corrupted nature, fubjed to the fentence 
and condemnation awaiting fin unpardoned, 
and totally unable of ourfelves to make any 
equivalent fatisfadion. What we could 
not do for ourfelves, Chrift did for us. 
He became man, that as man he might 
fulfil all Rtgbteoujhefi 1 *. ** Taking to him* 
“ felf our flefh, and by his incarnation 
** making it his own flefh, he had now -of 
1 * his own, although - from us, what to 
m offer unto God for us. And as (Thrift 
M took manhoodv that by it he might be 
" capable of death whereunto he hum* 

* bled himfelf; fb becaufe manhood is the 
** proper fubjed of compafSon and feeling 
** pity, which maketh the feeptre of his 
** regency even in the kingdom of heaven 
** amiable, he which, without our nature 
<« could not on earth fufFer for the fins of 
" the world, doth now alfo by means 
<* thereof both make interceflion to God 
** for finners ”, and exercife dominion over 
** all men with a true, a natural, and a 
** fenfible touch of mercy 0 .” So greatly hath 
God commended bis love towards us, in that 

m Mart, iti. 15, * Heb> iv. 15. 

• Hooker's Ecclefiaftical Polity, B. v. S. 51. 

* while 
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•while we were yet finners, Chrifi died for us %• 
and paid the price of our Redemption?. 
that thus being delivered from the com- 
toon dangers of perfonal and original evil, 
we might become members of that myftn 
cal body-whereof he is head, and thereby 
be entitled to that eternal glory and happi-* 
neis which he hath purchafed for us. Fot 
him bath God exalted to be a Prince and d 
Saviour, for to give repentance and forgivenejl 
of fins' 1 , and power to become the Sons of God, 
even to them that Jhall believe in bis name 
Indeed, the very name Jefus * indicates 

- * Rom. v. 8. 8 Jiff* v. )>• r John i. tu 

9 Jefus, or God the Saviour. In nomine Jefa (fays the pioui 
John Arndt) totum Evangelium comprebenditur . A name the 
fame as, and derived from the Hebrew OTnn': A word 
compounded of IT the common contraction of mfT, which 
denote^ a being neceflarily eliding, and which hath being in 
and horn himfelf; and which fignifies a favioqr or Pe*t 
Hvcrer, without defining or determining his nature ; n* there • 
fore direftly points out the abfblute inherent divinity of Jesus, 
vho, aa the true could peifeft and compleat that cha«? 

rafter typified in the OldTeftament by that whofe name 

was changed by divine defignation into this diitinguiihed appel¬ 
lation yanir. v. Num. liii. 16. Nulla feriptura differentia 
dijlinguens hoc Cbrifti proprium nomen ab ejus nomine qui Mofi 
fuccedens fofulumque ducens in terras promiffas Cbriftum , 
aeterna quietis datorem, non tantum nominis fono fed et rebut 
geftis adumbravit . ut videre eft % Aft, vii. 45. et Heb, iv. 8; 
v. Grotii Annot. in Matt. i. at. 

a Sa« 
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a SaviQuf', the divinity of whofe power can 
fave us with an overlaying Salvation 


2 . But this Jefits the Saviour is here 
called Cbrijlt or, which is the fame word, 
Mejfiab , to denote his appointment or con- 
fecration by un&ion, to that high office 
which he had undertaken to execute. This 
was the ufual initiatory ceremony which 
diftinguifhed the prophetical, the facerdo- 
tal, and the regal chara&er w . Thus the 
Prophets, when entrufled with any com- 
million of fingular importance, were anoint¬ 
ed with oil poured upon them *. Thus, was 
the high prieft confecrated to his facred 
function by holy anointing oil r . Thus 
alfo were their kings inaugurated into their 
exalted office *. Other nations have, in 
like manner,'adopted this religious cere¬ 
mony, and from hence have kings them- 
felves been dignified with the honourable 

* Mutt. i. 21. ■ Jf. xJv. 17. 

w Sometimes indeed perfons are fpoken of as delegated to 
thefe offices, without the ceremony of any external anointing, 
yet are faid to be anointed to fuch offices. See Archbifhop 
Seeker’s Leltures on the Catechifm. Le&ure VII. 

* 1 Kings xix. 16. * Exod. xxix. 7. 

* 1 Kings xix. 15, 16. 2 Kings ix. 6. 

appella- 
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appellation of the Lord’s anointed. Thus 
was the Saviour of mankind fet apart and 
confecrated to his feveral offices of Pro* 
phet, Prieft, and King. He was that Pro¬ 
phet, like unto Mofes, to whom all men were 
required to hearken '. He was a Priejl for 
ever after the order of Melchifedek b . He 
was that King whom God of old promifed to 
fet upon his holy hill of Sion *. As the taber- 
nacle, the ark, the altars, and all things 
pertaining to them were fanftified by the 
effuiion of oil, and made mojl holy, and as 
whatfoever touched them was holy *: So did 
the fpirit of Jehovah, when Jefus aflumed 
humanity and became inverted with his 
mediatorial office, fill him with gifts and 
graces of the Spirit without meafure * or li¬ 
mitation : fo that from the anointing which 
we receive of him f , from the overflowing 
fulnefs of his eflential divinity, do we his 
people receive grace for, or upon grace 1 ; 
deriving from him that illumination and 
unftion which teacbeth us all things h , which 
fanftifieth us wholly, and by that means 

* Deut, xviii. 18, 19. b Heb, v. 6. c P/al, ii. 6. 
* Exod. xxx. 26—*9. • John iii. 34. f 1 John ii. 
27. 1 John i. 16. 

I maketb 
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maketb or coofecrateth us to be Kings and 
Briefs unto God and his Father 

3. To thefe two appellations of a Sa¬ 
viour, and of Chrifi , is added a third of 
fimilar, if not fuperior magnitude, the 
title of Lord, to denote his power and fo- 
vereignty over all things. This is the pe¬ 
culiar ftyle of our mailer in the Scriptures, 
the Lord or our Lord. Thofe rapturous 
words of the Pialmift, which are fpoken 
by way of apoftrophe to the Son, thy throne 
O God is for ever and ever k , are produced 
by the argumentative writer of the Epiitle 
to the Hebrewsas wholly applicatory to 
him, and to contain a clear and full deferip-. 
tion of him, his Hate, and hia mediatorial 
kingdom. Thou haft crowned him with glory 
and honour , and hajl put all things in /abjec¬ 
tion under his feet , is the prophetick tefti- 
mony of the fame devout writer to Mef- 
fiah’s future grandeur, and is applied by 
the fame infpired interpreter m , to the per- 
fon of Chriil, as denoting the extent, lia¬ 
bility, and perpetuity of his dominion. 

* Rev. i, 6. k Pfai . xlv. 6, 1 Hftb. i. 8. 

m Heb . ii. 7. citing Pfal. viii. 5, 6. 

Such 
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Such and fo great is the fupremacy of his 
power and authority, that it cannot be 
fubverted, or himfclf removed from his 
throne by any, or by all his enemies ; un¬ 
limited power in heaven and earth being 
given unto him. Moreover we are his fub- 
jcCts, his fervants, and his creatures by 
every right and claim: And he is declared 
our Lord, our Mafter, and our God by 
eVery Ryle and title, whether of inheri¬ 
tance, or purchafe, or election, or con- 
queft. 

All this is fignified under the denomina¬ 
tion applied by the Angel to the holy* 
child Jefus, when he was proclaimed to 
men as their great and adorable Lord. An 
appellation invariably bellowed upon Chrift 
by all the facred penmen of Scripture, 
whenever there is occafion to name either 
his perfon or his office : as if the fpirit of 
Prophecy forefeeing the violent oppofition 
which would arife in later times again ft 
the eternal exiftence, the inherent divinity 
of the Son of God, was peculiarly anxious 
to remove every objection, that hu¬ 
man wifdom, or rather human weaknefs 
I 2 might 
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might prefumptuoully urge againil it: for 
furely pure and abfolute Deity cannot be 
fpoken of in terms of any other fignification, 
or in words of fublimer and more myfterious 
import, than what are afcribed to Jefus 
when declared to be, by the atteftation of 
fuch competent witneffcs, a Saviour, Cbrijl 
the Lord . 

This alfo is the teftimony he gave of 
himfelf and of his own original powers* 
when he feverally affirmed, that he came 
forth from God a j that he was bis Son 0 ; that 
what things foever the father doth, thefe alfo 
doth the Son likewife p , from the unity of 
their elTence, and their omnipotence: So 
that they who hadfeen him , bad feen the Fa¬ 
ther alfo ’ i as he was the exprefs image , the 
vifible reprefentation or refemblance of his 
Ferfon and to whom was joined the fpi- 
ritual, invifible, divine Nature of the moft 
high God } for he was truly and literally 
God incarnate, God and man. In his con* 
verfe with men, he diveiled himfelf of his 
greatnefs, and took upon him the form of a 

* febn xvi. 28. • J»bn iii. 16. r John v. 19. 

* John xiv. 9. r Htb. i. 3. 

fervant 3 
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fervant *: But notwithftanding this exter¬ 
nal humiliation and abafcmcnt, he could 
not relinquish his real nature, his peculiar 
dignity; for he was, and could be no other 
than the Son of God, though made in the 
likenefs of men , and found in fafhion as a 
man * j and therefore he thought , or counted 
it no robbery , or ufurpation of a prerogative 
which did not properly belong to him, to 
be equal with God*, or to aflume thofe in¬ 
communicable names, titles, and attributes, 
by which the Almighty hath made him- 
felf known ; and to require from men the 
homage and adoratio'n due to that fupreme 
Being. 

f 

To thefe diftinguildhed glories of their 
Matter, his Apoftles with grateful joy bear 
their concurrent evidence. They allure 
us, that after Chritt had offered up himfelf 
to God, as the meritorious and propitia¬ 
tory Sacrifice for fin, he entered into heaven 
itfelf now to appear in the prefence of God 
for us w , as our all-fufficient and prevailing 
Advocate and IntereefTor. There they re- 

* Phil. it. 7, 8. • Phil. ii. 6, 

* Hfb. ix. 24, 

I 3 prefent 
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prefeat him placed at the throne of God* 
not like a petitioner handing in a port nre 
of humble reverence before it, but as par-* 
taker of coeflential and coeternal glory with 
the Father, fitting down upon it on the 
right band of the glorious majejly of God *, 
or, as the fame infpircd writer afterwards 
exprefies i,t, on the right band of the throne 
<f the Majejiy in the heavens y . In this 
place,,which is the raqre peculiar refidence 
and manifeftation of the prefence of God, 
is Chrifi: defccibed as invefted with an ama¬ 
zing plenitude of power j and all the celef- 
tial inhabitants which are round about the 
throne of God are fpoken of as falling down 
and worfhipping him that fitteth upon it; 
zndcal/ing upon every creature •which is in 
heaven, and on the earth, and upon univerial 
nature, to add their joyful acclamations in 
concert with the whole qhoir of Angels 
and of Saints to him that fittetb upon the 
throne, and to the Lamb for ever and ever * * 
even to that myftical Son of atan , who is the 
firji and the laft ; he that livetb and was dead; 
and is alive for evermore^ *; be who was declared 

x Heb . i. 3. r Heb. niii. 1. ? Rev. v» 13. 

* Rev, i. 17, 18. 

1 to 
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to be the Sen of God with power b j and tho’ 
flain and crucified by enemies (whb would 
not that hejhould reign over them*) yet hath 
God made him both Lord and Ghrifi *. 

From thefe confederations, from the in- 
trinfick greatnefs of Meffiah's perfon, gift*, 
and graces, we are called upon by every tye 
of reafon and of duty, of gratitude and of 
affe&ion, to rejoice and blefs God for the 
miraculous incarnation of his Son. If holy 
men of old, if patriarchs and prophets faw 
this day at a diftance and were glad' j if 
they who had only an obfcure vifion, a 
faint representation of the glory which was 
to follow r , could rejoice with joy unjpeakable *, 
how much exceeding theirs moll our tran- 
ijaorts be for the full manifeftation and ac- 
complilhment of thofe promifed mercies. 
Bleffed are our eyes for they fee, and our ears 
for they bear the things which Kings , and Pro¬ 
phets, and wife Med defired to fee and hear h , 
without the happmefs of having their wilhes 
comploated; Godhaving provided better things 

* Rom. i. 4. « Like xix. 27. * Alls ii. 3 6. 

• John viil. 56. * t fid. f. 11. * tPit.i. 8. 

* Luke x. 24. 

I 4 for 
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for us, under the Gofpel covenant ; and 
hence having determined, that they without 
us Jhould not be made perfect 1 ; but that he 
would finally bring all his Jons unto glory k , 
even unto the full confummation of their 
hopes through Chrift, their Saviour and 
their Lord. 

By this Revelation of divine Philanthro¬ 
py did God make known all the myfierious 
fecrets of his Providence, all the momen¬ 
tous articles of grace and truth, of light 
and life, and fo make them known, that 
all the ends of the earth have feen, and may 
become partakers of. the falvation of God 1 . 
If therefore deliverance from all evil, fpi- 
ritual and temporalj if the announcing of 
peace, pardon, and reconciliation between 
God and man be tidings of joy and Com¬ 
fort ; if the promifes of good and happi- 
nefs infinite and eternal be defireable and 
delightful, then ihould his name w.ho fe- 
cured all thefe ineftimable bleffings be for 
ever dear and precious to us. With , the ut- 
moA rapture and thankfulnefs ihould we 

* Heb. xi. 40. k Htb* ii. IO. 

1 Pfal* xcviii. 3. 

praife 
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praife and magnify him as the fource and 
fountain of all good here, and of all hope 
hereafter. For in him mercy and truth have 
met together m j heaven and earth, God and 
man were united to blefs and to fave us. 

This is the true foundation of devotion, 
praife, and love. This will teach us with 
equal extafy to repeat the Hofannahs of 
the Angels, and to fin g.glory to God in the 
higbeftt and on earth peace, good •will towards 
men ”, With the heavenly Hoft we fhall 
chant our grateful Hallelujahs,^/* the Lord 
God omnipotent reignetb °. We (hall with 
exulting hearts give our tribute of joy, ho¬ 
nour, and adoration, becaufe the kingdoms 
of this world are become the kingdoms of our 
Lord, and of his Cbrijl, and be Jhall reign 
for ever and ever*: having redeemed unto 
God by bis blood the fons of men out of every 
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation 
Thefe are the wonders which Jefus hath 
done for us, who was a Saviour , even 
Ghrijl the Lord. 

m Pfal. lxxxv. io. n Luke ii. 10. * Rev. xiz. 6, 

f Rev. xi. 15. 1 Rev. v. 9. 
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John v. 23. latter part. 

- He that bonouretb not the Son , honour w 

etb not the Father which hath font bint. 

I T is obvious to remark that the Gofpel 
of St. John is diftioguiihed by a pecu¬ 
liar fimplicity of ftyle, by a concife 
and definite form of cxpreffion, and by a 
familiar didion of the utmoA plainnefs in. 
its. grammatical conftrudion: Never thelefs 
it muA be acknowledged, that many of the 
dodrines and propofitions therein delivered 
are difficult to be comprehended by the. 

human 
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human, mind, and more difficult to be in¬ 
terpreted and explained by mere human 
abilities. The reafon of this difficulty is 
alfo plain and obvious; fince however Am¬ 
ple and eafy may be the general ftyle, yet 
the words are often metaphorical and figu¬ 
rative : And we need not wonder, that the 
Evangelift fhould adopt this method, and 
io far condefcend to human infirmity, when 
he is delivering the fublimeft truths, and 
declaring the ineffable myftery and (Econo¬ 
my of the divine wifdom in the wonderful 
work of man’s redemption. The other 
Evangelifts, for the moft part, contented 
themfelves with delivering the hiftorical 
narration of what Chrift did and fuffered, 
or -thofe things which chiefly afcertained 
the reality of his human nature: But St. 
John who probably furvived all the other 
Difciples of the Blefied Jefus, and lived 
long enough to fee herefies and falfe doc¬ 
trines creeping into the Church, and 
threatening the peace of it, formed his 
Gofpel upon a different plan. In the very 
introduction of it, he afierts in the moft; 
abfolute and unlimited terms the divinity 
and eternal pre-exiftence of the Word or 

Logos, 
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Logos, which word was our Jefus ; and 
that all the feveral interefting characters of 
light, life, truth, grace, and glory, did moft 
eminently center in, and marked the perfon 
of the word made jlejh * .* His incarnation 
alfo is related in words of Angular import 
and enforcement, more fully to inform us 
of the gracious purpofes for which the 
Deity was pleafed to aflume in a vifible 
bodily fhape our human nature. 

After this folemn and emphatical decla¬ 
ration of the original glory and dignity of 
the word', to evidence his own convictions, 
and to keep up the impreffions they would 
naturally excite, the Apoftle, in the courfe of 
his hiftory, takes peculiar pleafurein the reci- 
talof thoferemarkableoccurrencesof Chrift’s 
life and miniftry, which more immediately 
tended to magnify his inherent grace and 
power, which openly manifefted him to be, 
in a very fignificant and appropriate fenfe 
of the words,, the Son of God, God himfelf 
incarnate, dwelling or pitching his taber¬ 
nacle amongd us * and exhibiting the laft 

• Johni. 14. 

and 
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and mod glorious appearance of his She* 
chinah upon earth. Not that there are 
wanting in the other facred hiftorians fuffi- 
cient and ample proofs to eftablifh this 
leading and fundamental article of our faith. 
They did not however fo profefledly enter 
into the difcufiion of it ; but as occafion 
might fomctimes incidentally lead them* 
they confirm it* by ufing fuch expreffions, 
which* compared with other Scriptures* 
cannot confidently be otherwife interpreted: 
iot they fcem to take it for granted that it 
itever could be called in quefiion; and was 
naturally deducible from rite ednfideration 
of thofe miracles which Jefus did* and 
from the view of thofe Prophecies they 
pointed out* as indifputably fulfilled in 
him. 

. But alas! no fooner did Chridianity gain 
ground*, than terms of art and dodtrines of 
human philofophy began to be mixed with 
it; and errors concerning the perfon* na¬ 
ture, and ofiices of Chrid, were induf- 
trioufly fpread and eagerly embraced. To 
obviate thefe alarming mifehiefs, our Evan- 
gelid* who was honoured with the mod 

intimate 
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intimate confidence of Chrift whilft upon 
earth, was prefent at every memorable 
tranfa&ion, and was a frequent witnefs of 
his divine glory, was bell qualified to give 
the moil fatisfadory account of his antece¬ 
dent glory and greatnefs. and to expole the 
error and malignity of thole perverters of 
the Faith,, who afierted that he was but a 
mere man. This, which he was bell able 
to do. he hath done in his Gofpel: In the 
very beginning whereof he difcovers his op- 
pofition to the riling Herefies of that age, 
by advancing fuch pofitions as irrefragable 
maxims, which are in the fullell repug¬ 
nancy to the principles maintained by the 
abettors of them; and which it is hi$ di- 
red purpofe throughout the whole to de- 
monftrate to be falle. 

In the progrels of his hiftory. in the 
farther narration of thofe amazing opera¬ 
tions which fufficiently vindicated the di¬ 
vine authority of the blefied Jefus. and evi¬ 
denced bis glory to be the glory as of the only 
begotten of tbe Father b , he produces a great, 

» John i. 14. 
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variety of proofs to illuftrate his grand ob¬ 
ject, that ye/us was the Son of God. In 
the chapter from whence the words of the 
text are taken, we are informed that oar 
blefied Lord having miraculoufly healed an 
impotent man on the J'abboth day, juftified the 
propriety of this action from the objec¬ 
tion of its being a profanation of that holy 
day, by averting his unity and equality in 
nature and operation with his Father: My 
"Father, fays he, worietb hitherto , and 1 
work *} not as an inferior fubordinate in- 
ftrument, but as a principal efficient, 
jointly working together with him. He 
aflumed no improper claim in thus calling 
God, ’zrcmyt «JW, not in a figurative, but an 
appropriate fenfe, his own peculiar Father. 
As his Son he was Lord alfo of the Sah- 
hath *, and to be looked upon in that fupe- 
rior light. That the Jews, who were prc- 
fent at this miracle, might by it be convinced 
of his divinity, he reprefented to them in 
the moil. unequivocal terms his abfolute 
equality with the Father, from the follow¬ 
ing confiderations, becaufe both are equal 

c John v. 17. 

4 Mark ii, 28. 

in 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



? E R M. O N: VI; 145 

in operation, will, and confent j for what 
things foeVer the Father doeth, thtje alfo doth 
the Spn likewife \ From the affection which 
the Father beareth to him j for he lovetb 
him , ; <wwf jhewetb hint all things that himfelf 
doth f . From his omnipotency, in railing 
the dead by the fame efiential authority and 
freedom of will; for at .the Father raifetb 
up. the dead, and quickentfh them : even fa’the 
Son quickeneth whom be .mil*. From his 
power of judging the world, which the 
Father' hath committed unto the h j and 
from his partaking of the fame original prin¬ 
ciple of life with the Father; for (is the 
Father hath life in himfelf fa. hath he given 
to the Son to have life, in Mmfelf \ in the 
fame independent and equal degree. To 
thefe. arguments in 'proof of his unity of 
efTence, and equality in power, glory, and 
dignity with the Father, he addeth, as com¬ 
petent witneffes to corroborate them, the 
feveral teftimonies of John the Bapti/l k , of 
bis own works 1 , of the Father which had fent 
him ", and of the Scriptures 

• John v. 19. { John v. 20. * John v. 21. 

h John v. 22. 1 John v. 26. k John v. 33. 

1 John v. 36. * John v. 37. • John v. 39. 
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Upon theft authoritative Credentials of 
his divine origin and million, with the 
greateft propriety and juftice might our 
bleffcd Lord fay, it was incumbent upon 
all men, that they Jhould honour the Son , 
even dt they honour the Father; for , certainly 
he who honoureth not the Son, inverted with 
fuch exalted powers, honoureth not the Fa¬ 
ther which hath fint him . 

In the farther confideration of theft 
words we will enquire, 

Firft, Who may be reckoned to ho* 
nour not the Son. 

Secondly, Why fuch, in reality, ho- 
- nour not the Father. 

The more exalted and the more glorious 
the worth and dignity of the Redeemer’s 
perfon and character are, the more, furely, 
hath God commended his love towards us °. 
Not thankfully to accept his gracious over* 

'• Jtom. v. 9. 
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tures thus recommended, muft argue a low 
efteem of- Ghrift, and all the precious pro- 
mifes of God in him. We aee 4 npjfcjlpkQW* 
ever go beyond the part? of the Ghriftran 
Church to find out tfooie who honour nut 
the Son of God* , They who hWMn.opw 
violation of his ; moral laws, do r praftie$dly 
diflionour him, area reproach ,to fy§ G.o^r 
pel, and to that facred name of hjs« where* 
by they are called. Others, may alfpeffffit 
tually diflionour the Son of God, .who fhall 
negleft or flight any of, hia pofitive in- 
ftitutions, deeming the observation of them 
a needlefs aft of duty, and that it is a 
matter of mere indifference whether they 
are adminiffred or pot. Stifely they who 
thus think and aft with regard to fuch for 
lemn indifpenfable ordinances, and prefume 
to treat them cither with ludicrous mirth, 
or to explode them with pretended argu¬ 
ment, may not unjnftly he reputed to en¬ 
tertain in reality the fame low opinion of 
him, who appointed thefe as the d.iffin- 
guiflung ceremonies of his .Religion, as 
they profefs to have for the obligation of 
the rites tbemfelvesi- 

K 2 We 
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We may delude ourfelves with vain ima¬ 
ginations ; we may amufe ourfelves in 
forming many plaufible and ingenious 
fchemes of Salvation; yet none will ap¬ 
prove itfelf fo certain in its principles, fd 
rational in its inftitutions, fo eafy in its 
practice, fo forcible in its motives, and fo 
conducive to virtue and happinefs, as the 
full fcheme of Redemption exhibited in 
Scripture. Yet how frequently have weak 
and rafh mortals taken upon them to correct 
and improve this gracious difpenfation, by 
cutting off what they fancy to be fuper- 
fluous, or by adding what they judge ftill 
wanting to its compleat perfection; art¬ 
fully endeavouring to obtrude into the 
world, not fo much the pure, plain, and 
unadulterated Religion of Chrift, as that 
modification of it which they have adven¬ 
tured to fuit to their various refinements. 
Thus whilft fome have fo myftically fpiri- 
tualized the Gofpel, as almoft, if not en¬ 
tirely, to dived it of external inftitutions, 
and to leave no apparent figns, no diftin- 
guifhing marks of a Church or religious 
Service: Others, in the contrary extreme, 

have 
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have fo loaded it with numberlefs ceremo¬ 
nies and fuperftitious fopperies, as to make 
it conflfl: of little more than a conftant 
round of outward £hew and form, a tire- 
tome repetition of ufelefs and unedifying 
rites. Both parties at the. fame time ftyling 
themfelves Difciples and followers of the 
blefled Jefus ; both equally diihonouring 
him and his holy Religion j both making 
the inventions of m,efl> not the word of 
God, the controulers or difcriminative cha- 
ra&erifticks of the laws and precepts of 
Chrift. . . 

But moreover, and principally, Chrift 
may be diflionoured if his divinity be de¬ 
nied. This fort of diihonour is what we 
may prefume the Apoftle chiefly aimed at 
in the textj and, is in efled to reduce him 
to the level of created beings, and to di¬ 
ve# him of that eternal glory, which be had 
with the father before the world was r . For 
he either is, or is not Qod. If he be 
God, to call in queftion his. divine inherent 
excellencies, and to refufe him the honour 

* Join xvii. 5. 
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due unto him, will, in its confequences at 
lead, fall little fhort of Atheifm kfelf. If 
he be not entitled to that divine charade?, it 
will be an equal offence againft Godtoafcribe 
thofe perfections to Chrift, which do not 
in reality belong to him. But can we al- 
low ourfelves to fuppofe that the Saviour of 
mankind, who came into the world as well 
to promote the honour of God, as the hap- 
pincfs of men, would upon any account; 
and without any refervation, have made him - 
jejf equal with God\ and pronounced that 
be and bis Father are one r ; if he was abfo- 
lutely nothing more than a finite creature 
exifting in time, and had no fuch equality 
with die Father, and no communication 
Of participation of the Deity with him ? 
Or would he, in juftification of fuch myf* 
terious language, have ventured to reprove 
tile Jews for their religious indignation 
againft him, becaufe he plainly claimed fu-' 
preme effential Divinity as his juft prero* 
gative, by this Remarkable Vindication of 
his aftertions; Shall ye pfeforrte tto fty of 
him whom the Father bath fimttifkd, tor fb~ 

1 John v. 18. - 

' Jiba x. 30. *nd xvii. il, zz, 

lemnly 
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iemnly confecrated and font iflto tkf world 
in fuch an exalted light, thou blofphemfit 
hecaufo I/a id, I am the Son of God * ?• Be~ 
hold, I do the miraculous •works of my Far 
tier which' clearly demonstrate a divine 
agency j that ye may know and believe that 
the Father it in me, and I in him *, by fuch 
an intimate indiSToluble union, as will fully 
warrant the Strongest deductions you can 
draw in proof of my divinity from Such 
high, uncommon, and mySterious expres¬ 
sions. 

The ancient Scriptures reprefent the AL 
mighty as jealous of his honour: my glory, 
lays the Lord by the Prophet Iiaiah, will l 
not give to another w •, to another, or to a 
Strange God, or to any being who hath not 
the name and nature of the Deity. To 
jhefe Scriptures did Chriit appeal in his 
behalf; The constant mode pr tenor of his 
(Speeches was fuch as no fubordinate being 
would dare to pfe. The Jews well knew 
that Son of God and Mejfoab were convertible 
terms. Signifying one and the fame perfon. 

*. * Jfikm xnyj. , * Jibn x, $8 . 

* If. xlii. 8. xlfiii. u, 
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This honour he claimed: and he who 
could affirm that all things were delivered 
unto him of his Father: and no man knowetb 
the Son hut the Father : neither knowetb any 
man theFather , fave the Son* had a right 
to require that they who believe in God, 
Jbottld believe alfo in him r . If they doubted 
of his words, they could not however doubt 
or deny his works, thofe infallible proofs 
of his divinity; for they who heard and faw 
them were amazed at the mighty power of 
God *; well knowing that no man could do 
thofe miracles which he did, except God was 
with him*. With fuch fignal tokens of divine 
favour and approbation, if Chrift was not 
what he fo folemnly declared he was, we 
muft fuppofe, what we muft almoft trem¬ 
ble to mention, that God fuffered his name 
and authority to be ufurped by, and to 
vouch for an impoftor. In the plaineft 
conftruftion of the words, this would be 
to rob God of that fupreme honour which 
is due folely unto him, and to lead men 
into the grofleft errors in the very eflentials 
of Religion, nay, into idolatry itfelf; and 


* Matt, xi. 27. 
« Jtbn iii. 2. 


f Jtbn xiv. 1. * Luke ix. 4^. 
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that even by him, who, when arraigned 
before Pontius Pilate the Roman governor 
for a fluming the higheft honours and tides, 
witnejfed this good confejfon \ that he came 
into the world, that be Jbould bear witne/s 
unto the truth *. 

But God manifejled in theflejh 4 hath ever 
heen a Jione of fumbling, and a rock of of¬ 
fence* to the wife men of the world. Not 
that, though owned to be an inexplicable 
myftery, they can prove it to imply any 
contradiction in terms, or any abfurdity in 
the fuppolition. Such abftrufe fpeculations, 
from die very weaknefs and imperfection of 
our faculties, mult ncceffarily be involved 
in feme degree of obfeurity, and be view* 
ed, as diftant objects are, by reflection, 
through a glafs, darkly { . We know nO 
more how matter and fpirit aCt upon each 
other, than we know the myftery of the 
Deity: but that they do, is certain j that 
the foul actuates the body, we feel and ex^ 

b i Tim. v'u 13. c John xviii. 37. 4 1 Tim . iii. 16. 

• t Pet . iu 8 . 

f 1 Cor . xiii. 12* Er euny/wn per aenigma, i. e. oratio- 
nem obfcuram, cujus verba quidem audiuntttr, fenfus autem 
moo pcrcipitur, Stockius. 

perience; 
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pcrience; and that, from the impulfe of 
outward objects, it receives numberleft 
ideas: but in what manner, i6 a myftery in 
nature, and as much above the teach of 
pur undemanding, as any thing which the 
Scriptures aflert of the being and nature of 
God. That there is fuch an all-wife, and 
almighty, and all-perfed being, is unquef- 
tionable; but it is beyond the bounded ca¬ 
pacities of the human mind, to form an 
adequate idea of the nature of his eflence, 
or the mode of his exigence. 

When therefore we find the higheft 
names and titles, and all the known in- 
Communicable properties and attributes of 
the Deity ascribed to Chrift by the infpired 
Writers of the Scriptures; may we not rea¬ 
sonably infer, that Jefus, whole Difciplea 
we are and whofe Religion we profefs, is 
that very God whofe works we admire, and 
whofe majefty we adore i In thofe divine 
oracles of grace, and wifdom, and truth, 
there are fo many paffages, which either 
poiitively affirm, plainly inculcate, or ta¬ 
citly imply, that Chrift is the very and 

eternal 
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eternal God; the firji and the laji x \ from 
everlafting toeverlafting .* He which is* and 
which was* and which.is to come h * the dl* 
mighty j the /ante, yejierday, to day * and.for, 
ever 1 j that it muft require great chicanery# 
and great fophiftry, to controvert and ex** 
plain away fuch forcible evidences. Indeed 
from the variety of fubterfuges, and withal 
from the frequent conceffions of fome of 
the greateft oppofcrs of this Dodrine# who 
feruple not occafionally to acknowledge# 
that there never was a time when the Son 
did not neceffarily exift; we may form fome 
judgement of their embarraffment, and of 
U>e violence they muft have done to their 
tdigious principles, before they could prevail 
upcn . themfelVes totally to reject the ancient 
uniform interpretation of every Church 
profeffing Chriftianity, from the apoftolical 
age to the prefent days *. 

r * Revs i. 17. k RwA. 4. 8. and iv. 8. 

1 Heb. xiii. 8* 

k Mr. Whifton himfrlf could once {ay, (hough he afterwards 
became a profeffed Unitarian; “ I believe and am obliged fa 
V to do, that our Saviour Chrift is truly God and 

** man 3 becaufe I find it every where plain and evident, that 
“ the ftyle, titles, attributes, actions, and incommunicable 
€t names of the eternal Deity, the God of Ifrael, are at lead as 
44 frequently aferibed to him die Son, as to tbcFather himfelf, 

: ^ ; ’ 44 throughout 
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Such difputers may perhaps deem them* 
felves powerful pleaders in behalf of what 
they term Reaion and Common Senfe, 
whilft they tauntingly pronounce that “ Ig- 
** norance and Superftition may think to 
** fcreen themfelves behind the veil of 
“ myftery .... but a fmall degree of ra- 
“ tional reflection will convince us, that 
** Revelation and Myftery are in their very 
“ natures as diametrically oppofite to each 
“ other as Chrift and Antichrift, Light 
“ and DarknefsSuch is the boafted 
Chriftianity of one who profefles himfelf 
a fincere Difciple of Jefus Chrift. Nay 
but, O man , who art thou that reptiejl againft 
God™? Shall the perfon faved fay, why haft: 
thou laved me thus ? Shall we not be con¬ 
tent to be laved, unlefs we perfectly ap- 

• 1 throughout the whole Bible; notwithftandihg any inability 
* of comprehending the nature of God, and thence of judging 
“ of the unity or plurality of Perfons in the Divine Effence/* 
Whifton’s Theory of the Earth/ p. 42. 

1 The DoArines of a Trinity and the Incarnation of God 
examined upon the Principles of Reafon and Common Senfe. 
By a Member of the Church of England from birth and 
education, and a fincere Difciple of Jefus Chrift from choice 
and rational conviAion. O&avo, 1772, Chap. i. SeAion i, 

P- 78. 79- 
. m Rom. ix, so. 

prehcnd 
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prehend the whole progrefs of the Divine 
Difpenfatioiis refpedting our Redemption j 
and, unlefs the nature and wifdom of God 
be accommodated to our own fond reafon- 
ings, and the lhallownefs of our own under* 
landings ? Why then are dodtrines of Faith 
made necelfary conditions of Salvation ? Or 
lhall we doubt and rejedt the truth and 
wifdom of God’s Difpenfations, becaufe 
his love is greater than our conceptions; 
although we are exprefsly told it is fo in 
his word * ? The unbelieving Jews, who 
were as unwilling as any modern obje&ors, 
to allow the truth of what they could not 
comprehend, or to acknowledge the divinity 
of the perfon, and the excellency of the 
powers of Chrift, whom they faw made in 
the likenefs of men °, were allured by him ; 
with a folemn adeveration, (which enhanced 
their guilt in rejecting him,) that before 
Abraham was, I am*. The meaning of 
thefe words they could not mifunderftand. 
“ It is the very fame expredion, which 
“ is ufed to exprefs the eternity, and necef- 
“ fary exigence of the fupreme God V’ 

• Rom. xi. 33. • Phil. ii. 7. P Jobnvnu 58. 

* Dr. Randolph’s Vindicat, of the Tiinity, Part II. p. 7. 

if 
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If the devout followers of Chrift, in obe¬ 
dience to his commands, are deiirous to ho¬ 
nour the Son, even at they honour the Father j. 
and who, that they may retain the utmoft 
reverence and awe for the perfon of their 
Redeemer, (hall pioufly confefs that he was 
as truly the Son of God before all time, as 
the Son of Man in time j will it convince 
them of the ** folly, the unreafonablenefs, 
“ the abfurdity, or the ngnfenfe of fuch be- 
** lief,” to bp harfhly told,* that the “ efta- 
** bliftungthe Dodtrine of thelncarnation of 
" of God, effedtually eftabliftied Idolatry in 
the Chriftian Church'* and that theDoo 
“ trine of the infeparable Union of the two 
** natures in Chrift, the blending together in 
“ one compound or monftrous being, the di- 
“ vine and the human nature * is not only 
*' an abfurd fidtion, but an impious, and 
“ even blasphemous dodtrine*?” But is this 
the way to promote the glory of God, or 
the credit and advancement of Chriftianity, 
by undervaluing and fpeaking lightly of the 
honour of its bleffed Founder? If the Laws 

r The Dodlrines of a Trinity, &c. p. 140. note. 

• P. 105, 106, and 169. 

and 
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and Inftitutions of Chrift have too little in¬ 
fluence over thpfe who cheerfully look up 
to him, as the prevailing advocate with-the 
Father'y as his beloved Son » in whom he is 
•wellpieafed , j and whom he mill always bear w : 
Certainly they will have much lefs weight 
with thofe who are taught, and are accus¬ 
tomed to coniider him in the diminifhing 
light of an inferior, Subordinate, depen¬ 
dent creature j and at beft only a mere hu¬ 
man teacher Of righteoufnefs x . 

* i John ii. 1/ * Matt. iii. 17. w John id. 4*« 

x The warm and eager advocate for the Unitarian Syftem 
above alluded to, is fo vehement a contender for the fupreme 
prerogatives of human reafon and undemanding, that he fcru- 
ples not to aver, “ that if they be not the rule of our reto- 
“ gious Faith, it mull be human folly and fuperftition 
(Chap. i. Sc&. i. p. 78.) oftentatioufly magnifying the u in*. 

portant fervices which would be done to the great interests 
4 ‘ of virtue and uncorrupt Chriftianity, by him who, with an 
u honeft freedom, would expofe the obvious folly and bahe- 
ful fuperftition of fome of the prcfent orthodox and legally 
€< eftablifhed DoArincs of our Church.” (Prefatory Add refs, 
p. 10,11.) To promote this good defign, this writer throughout 
his book, in very exceptionable language, repeatedly accu£* 
“ our Religion of Idolatry and falfhood, begot by the fu- 
“ perftitious converts from the Greek academy, upon a few 
•• figurative expreffions ef the facred writings.” (Pref- p. 43. 
Nay further, in another place he fays, •* I am bold to 
" repeat, that, notwithftanding the verbal and manual 
‘‘ affent of fo many thoqlands of all ranks and ages,, which 
“ hath been fuppofed to be given to it; it is impoflible for 
#< any man really and ex ammo to have believed the whole 
4( of the firfi article of the Religion of pur Church, for no man 
ever did,;or can believe iu ? ’ (Ch. i« $e&, i. p, 57. The 

fame 
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What could animate the primitive Saints 
and Martyrs fo patiently to fuffer and fo 
bravely to die, as the confidence that their 
Saviour was their God ? It was this which 
afforded confolation to the firft bleffed Mar- 

fame improper language is again repeated in p. 80.) ft To tell 
ns therefore that the Father and the Son are but One and the 
“ fame being, or that the Son is coeval with the Father, if 
lc to fabtferf at once every idea thole words sire* ufcfl to con- 
u yey to onr mind?; fo that when we hepr of ja. Spa pf one 
u fubftance and eternity with his Father, the founds indeed 
*• are familiar ; but it is as impoffible for us to comprehend 
€ * the fenfe, (hould there happen to be any, as if it were a 
** language totally unltftown to us.” (P. 66, 67.) But his 
•prefumption proceedeth to greater lengths, when he inde¬ 
cently pronounceth, “ that every profeftor of our holy Faith, 
•*« who worfhippeth Jefus Chrift as the very and eternal 1 Qod, 
“ is a&ually a grofs Idolater.... By the abfurd fuperftitious 
u Do&rine of a Trinity, and the pretended Incarnation of 
** the Deity, by which two different natures* by a kind of 
** theological chymiftry, became amalgamated into one Chrift, 
** oar moft pure and amiable Religion hath received a foul 
“ and dreadful wound, under which (he hath languhhed 
** above fourteen centuries, fickly, feeble, and for the moft 
«* part impotent.” (P.73, note, and p. 141. note. Pretended 
Incarnation, Prefatory Addrefs, p. 41,) He having before 
obferved, that “ the fo celebrated hypoftatic Union, and the 
•• conceit of God’s defending from heaven, and taking our 
“ nature upon him .... is derived from the fource of hea- 
M thenifti idolatry.” (P. 105;) 

But accuffng and reviling will not j>afs for arguing. Softer 
Words would have been more becoming in a ierious writer 
upon folemn and important fubje&s, and not in the lead have 
hurt his caufe. Where able and good men are engaged in 
a controverfy, an humble and diffident one would care¬ 
fully refrain from any ex predion s which may give difguft 
or offence : well knowing how many of equal worth 


Digitized by )ogle 



SERM O N VI. 1 61 

tyr St. Stephen, under the bitter agonies 

of a moft cruel death. He faVo the heavens 

and virtue, and full of the fame honeft defires to promote the 
facred caufe of Truth and Religion, think differently from 
him in thefe articles. Indeed according to fuch principles, 
here is an end at once pat to the neceffity of Revelation ; if 
reafon, or- rather private judgement, be thus made the all- 
fufficient teft of a divine Faith. If this be fo, the lefs per. 
fed evidence of Gofpel Light muff give way to the clearer 
information of man’s unerring all-comprehenfive uoderftand- 
ing. But is this the truth as it is in Jefus ? EfbeJ'. iv. 21. Or 

rather, is it not another Gofpel ? Gal, i. 8. For we have not 

fo learned Chriff. Epb, iv. 20. Can teachers of fuch a fpirit 
make us wifer and better Chriftians ? Do they reffrain wif- 
dpm to themfelves i Job xv. 8. And are they alone beft qua¬ 
lified to teach and explain the laws of their Redeemer, as being 
perfedly acquainted with the fublime and heavenly Dodrines 
of his Revelation ? Or are they fuch eminent proficients in 
fpiritual knowledge, as to be iufficiently able to convince the 
world, that Articles of Faith are little better than fo many, 
ufmeceflary impofitions, fo many tyrannical iricroachments 
upon Chriftian liberty, and fo dreadfully offenfive to tender 
confciences? 

- But enough has been faid already to confute the pofitions 
of thefe champions for human reafon, though not enough to 
convince them of their errors, Whilft we are in this ftate of 
pilgrimage, we muff exped to walk by faith, and not altoge¬ 
ther by fight. What is neceflary for us to know is adapted to 
our capacities of knowledge: What is above our capacities, 
or, thofe fublimer Dodrines of the nature, grace, and deiign* 
of God, we muff acquiefcc in the ignorance of, and admit 
them, fo far as revealed, upon the foie credit of God’s word. 
No demonftration, as Mr. Chillingworth hath well obferved, 
can be ftronger than this, “God hath faid fo, therefore it is 
41 true,” (Rel. Pro. Ch. vi. Sed. lvi.) So that the only 
queftion in this cafe need be, whether the Scriptures teach the 
aodrine or not ? If they do, it muff be received, however the 
wit of man may labour to throw upon it the veil of incon- 
fiftency, or cloath it with foreign and unnatural abfufdities. 

L opened. 
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) bened, and the glory of God, and fftss 
anding at the right hand of God 1 ; whofe 
facred name he ardently invoked, and unto 
whole faving power he recommended his 
departing fpirit. So triumphantly did Faith 
in fefus, as the Son of God, difarm the rage 
ana terror of perfecution, how ingenious 
ioever in the invention, or barbarous in the 
execution of a vaft variety of torments: 
And in a Ihort fpace of time this well- 
grounded Faith, this word of God fo mightily 
grew and prevailed * over all oppohtion, the 
Lord confirming the word with figns follow¬ 
ing *, that princes themfelves became its 
iteady guardians and powerful protestors. 

But no fooner was the glorified and ex¬ 
alted nature of the Son of Man called in 
iqueftion, and men became eager to be wife 
in their own conceits h ; than difcord and 
Ihedding of blood, and every evil' work 
brought indelible infamy upon the Chrif- 
tian Church, though miraculoufly planted, 
and peaceably eftablilhed. Hence contro- 
troverfies arofe, which firft corrupted the 
Faith, then vitiated the morals, and finally 

f ABs vii. 55, 56. * ABs xix, 20. * Mark xvi. 

20. b R 0. xii. 16. 

deftroyed 
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deftroypd the moft flourishing Churches in 
t^e world. 

, It was this fpirit and love of Diflenfion 
which, in the earlier ages of tjie Gofpel, 
fo readily paved the way for Mahometa¬ 
nism in the Eaft j and thofe churches 
wjiich were once the glory of their times, 
foon fell a prey to the rapid progrefs of ah 
impious impoftor. The' intemperate dif^ 
cuffiqn of this fublime dodlrine made a fad 
breach in the unity of the Faith j and thofe 
who became indifferent whether they ad- 

. 1 < ,■ ■ \ . ) ^ * 

hered to it or not, eafily got over their 
fcruples, and hefitated not publickly to 
deny the Lord who bought them c . 

No fooner alfo was the Proteftant Refor- 
naatiori of the Church effected in later ages, 
but the like disgraceful feuds commenced 
afrefh, and being new modelled into Soci- 
nianifm, occafioned equal difturbances. The 
churches of Hungary, Poland, and Tran- 
iylvania, where it chiefly prevailed d , (as had 

c 2 Pet . ii. I. 

4 Lampe Hiftoria Ecclefiae Rcformatae in Hungaria et Tran- 
fyl vania; and Dr. William Bcrriman*s Moyer’s Lc&ures, 
Sermon VIII. throughout. 

L 2 happened 
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happened before to thofe of the Eaft) expe¬ 
rienced fimilardevaftation and ruin,from thole 
magnifiers of human reafon and deniers of 
the virtue and merits of Chrift’s fatisfadtion, 
the proud fcorners of this world, who will 
not be perfuaded to cajl down imaginations 
or vain reafonings, and every high thing or 
ambitious difplay of that falfe wifdom, 
which exalteth itfelf againft the knowledge of 
Godi not aware of the neceffity of this 
humility of the mind, and how earnellly 
they are admonilhed to bring into captivity 
every thought , every prefumptuous arrogant 
notion, to the obedience of Cbrijl \ In good 
truth, this prurient Ipirit of controverfy, 
this attempt to reduce. deep things of 
God, which no man knowetb , but the Jpirit of 
God', to the ltandard of human judge¬ 
ment and apprehenfion, hath been infinite¬ 
ly more baneful to truth and religion, than 
all the malice and perfecutions of the moll 
inveterate enemies to the crofs of Chrill. 

e 2 Cor . x. $. Atyirfjiits tGbimftms Ratiocinstiones ever- 
- tcntcs, eas nimirum, quae fuut contra Dcum et myfteria di- * 
vina. Stcckius* 

f 1 Cor . ii. 10, xI. 

Thofe 


Digitized by 


Google 



SERMON VI. 165 


Thole indeed, who thus defpife or deny 
' the Divinity of the Son, profefs however 
that they are actuated by no other motive 
than their zeal for the honour of the one 
iiipreme God and Father of all; which, 
honour, if afcribed to the Son, is abfo- 
lutely paying him that divine worlhip, 
which belongs wholly and folely to the 
Father. 

This brings us to confider. 

Secondly, The other claufe of the words 
before us, that they who honour not the Son, 
honour not the Father which bath fent him. 
The connexion and union between them is 
hich, that the honour is mutual and reci¬ 
procal; and that reafoning which eftabliihes 
the homage due to one, confirms it alfo as 
due to the other. Very little therefore 
need be added to illuilrate this point. . By 
whatloever prophet or preacher of righteouf- 
nefs God fpeaketh to man, he muft be re¬ 
ceived in that light in which God fhall xe- 
veA him: to difparage the office or perfon 
L 3 of 
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of fuch a meffenger, mud be a flight (hewn 
to him who fent him. 

If the fpirit and voice of Infpiratlon re- 
prefent Cbriji as the only begotten and the 
beloved Son of God ; the char aider, the like- 
nefs, the image, the form, the nature, atid 
the manifejlation of him from all eternity, 
fo as none other ever was, or, without 
the imputation of blafphemy, could be 
faid to be; then it mud be no inconfi- 
derable offence againft' God himfelf, fo to 
debafe the honour of his Son, as to con- 
fider him as a finite dependent Being, of 
a nature different from and inferior to die 
Father. As a, Son he is one with his fa¬ 
ther *, having the fame common undivided 
nature, eifence, properties, and attributes 
with him: and what greater honour can 
redound to him, than when die merito¬ 
rious efficacy of our Redemptibn is con¬ 
sidered to proceed from his own inherent 
and original grace, will, and power ? 

x. 30 ; xvii. n» 2 ?. t 

Nay. 
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Nay, it mull be the greateft impiety to 
fuppofe, that God would fuffer fuch a 
/tumbling block to be laid in our way, as 
certainly is laid in Scripture, if Chrift, 
with all thefe peculiar tokens of true and 
proper Divinity, be nothing more than a 
mere man, a created, precarious being, 
which he muft be, if he be not truly God. 
Can we poffibly and ferioufly imagine, that 
thofe facred penmen, who wrote as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghoft, would 
deliver mod efiential, neceflary, laving 
truths, in fo vague and carelefs. a manner, 
as almoft naturally, from the tendency of 
their reafonings, and tenor of their expref- 
fions, to lead us into the groffeft errors of 
Polythcifm and Idolatry, which would be 
the fadt, if Chrift is not to be looked up 
to as God ? 

Let us not however have lefs reverence 
for Jefus, than Pilate himfelf ihewed, who, 
•when be beard that be bad made himfelf the 
Sen of God, was tbe more afraid*. Let us 

h Jcbn six. 7 , 8 . 

L 4 not 
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not join with the Jews in their clamours a- 
gainft him, becaufe that be being in appearance 
a man, made himfelf God l . Contemplating 
only with the eye of weak and fallible rea- 
fon the external view of his humanity, 
let us not infultingly fay unto him, with 
his fellow-fufferer the impenitent male- 
factor, fave thyfelf and us fc . Alas! can 
this man of forrows in his abje<ft abafe- 
ment prefume to think it not robbery now, 
to be equal with God 1 $ behold be hath no 
form, nor comelinefs, nor beauty, nor ftrength, 
nor power, that we jhould dejire binf ? How¬ 
ever worldly fceptical wifdom may judge 
thus, let us remember, that it was necef- 
fary for the Saviour of the world that he 
might bring many font unto glory, to be 
made perfeSl through Sufferings And that 

“ the world’s Salvation was, without the 
“ Incarnation of the Son of God, a thing 
** impoffible not limply impoflible, but 
** impoflible, it being prefuppofed that the 
“ will of God was no otherwife to have 
ft it faved than by the death of his owi} 
“Son 0 .” 

1 John x. 33. k Luke xxiii. 39. 1 Phil. ii. 6 . 

* V' l*' 1 "- *• ■ Hti. ii. 10. 

9 looker’s Ecclef. Pol, B. v. S. 51. 
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Well therefore might Chrift himfelf 
fay, bleJJ'ed is be whofoever jhall not be of¬ 
fended in me p . And what faith the Spirit 
of the Gofpel, of Faith, and of Love ? 
This will teach us, that to acknowledge 
and confefs Jefus to be both Lord and Chrift 
to be God and Man, will infpire us with 
the livelieft fenfe of joy, gratitude, and 
hope. Then fhall we honour the Son, even 
as we honour the Father : Angels, and Au¬ 
thorities, and Powers being made fubjebi unto 
him r . After many repeated meflages by 
Prophets and holy Men of old j laft of all 
Godfent bis own Son into the world, in the 
likenefs of finful jlejh ’, faying, they will re¬ 
verence my Son', the fovereign Lord and 
heir of all things. 

With fuch extraordinary declarations 
from heaven to evince this article of 
our Faith, how chearfully may we truft 
to. the merits of Chrift’s perfon, to the 
efficacy of his Interceffion, and to the 

p Matt, xi. 6. and Lukt vii. 23, 

* ASts ii. 36, * 9 1 Pit . iii. 22. • Pom. viii. 3. 

1 Matt. xxi. 37. 

power 
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power of his Grace and Salvation; when 
we confider him as that great, glorious, 
and adorable Being, who proceeded forth, and 
came from God a j •who was with God, who 
Was God w , and in whom dwelt all the ful- 
nefs of the Godhead bodily * .* Who, by his 


* John viii. 42. w John i. i. 

* Col. ii. 9. 44 Every word in this ptflage carries along 

^ with it a peculiar force. For it is not faid, that the fulnefs 
gt of the Divinity lodgeth in Chrift, bnt of the Deity, or God- 
" head, the word not being turns, but Nor is it 

*' limply faid ^to-nw, but ms fycnrns, to allure us, that we 
94 are to underftand the Deity here in the higheft fenfe. Nor 

' '* yet is it barely laid, that he has wxnpf&t a fulnefs of the 
41 Deity, but 1* the fulnefs thereof. But, as if it 

M were not enough to fay the fulnejs, by way of eminence, 
“ it is called ?*r to wA*£»#?, all the fulnefs . Bclides, it is 
99 npt faid, that this all-fulnefs of the Deity lodgeth in Chrift, 
** but the very contrary; that, %i euna, it dwelleth in 

“ him , as in its proper houfe, feat, or repofitory. And all 
gg this is ftill more conlidefable, becaufe it is added, that the 
gg all-fulnefs of the Deity or Godhead dwells in Chrift mtfcp- 
€€ ntems, bodily, or as fome render it, fubftantially or really. 
gg However the meaning is, that this all-fulnefs of the Deity 
4 ‘ dwells in Chrift, not as in the tabernacle and temple 
M of old, emblematically and efficiently only : Not under the 
4< notion of a general or univerfal Prefence or Providence 5 
99 for fo it is every where : Nor under the idea of a fpecial 
44 efficiency of the Spirit ; for fo Qod dwelleth in his Saints. 
94 But we are to underftand it of a real and proper inhabits- 
“ don, and fuch as denotes a true perfonal union; fuch an one 
94 is peculiar and appropriate to the Logos, in conjunction 
44 with the man Jefus, with whom he has united himfelf,’* 
Fleming’s Chriftology, V. 3. p. 625, 626. 

moil 
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moft intimate union with the Deity, is the 
object of our Obedience, our Worihip, 
and our Faith, and is over all, God bkjfed 
for ever . Amen r . 

y Rom . lx* 5* 
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Rom. x, io. . ; 

With the heart man believeth unto Rigbteouf- 
nefs, and with the mouth confejjion is made 
unto Salvation , 

T H E great Apoftle of the Gentiles, 
in this elaborate part of his Epifllc 
to the Roman converts, is earneftly 
folicitous to eftabliih the profeflion of 
Chriftianity upon the firmeft foundation^ 
as well with regard to the inward perfua- 
fion of the mind, as the outward confor¬ 
mity of the practice. His addrefs was to 

Jews 
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Jews rigidly tenacious of the cuftoms of 
their fathers; who imagined themfelves 
Joctue in the principles of their Religion, 
becaufe they were of the feed of Abra¬ 
ham, and therefore born within the cove¬ 
nant which God made with him and his 
family* and alfo, r becayfe the law itfelf 
tiro ihore peculiarly confirmed- to them, in 
the obfervance of which they expected to 
be julliiied. 

To convince them of their miftakes in 
thefe particulars, the Apoftle allures them, 
that they are. mt oil which are of 

f ael*: for the children of the flejh are not 
. children of •God: hut the children of the 
promije are counted for the fed- 4 Nay, 
moreover, that this very law, bn which 
they thus relied for j unification, was infuf- 
fitfeni for that purpofe; becaufe they fought 
itnot by faith,', bid as it were by the 
work* df the L'bw*. In reality, it had 
highe? “views and afartber end, namely, 
to idireSk their fiducial regards \.to Chrift* 
Whofe. Gofpd, fuperfeding the works of 

■ ' ■ , . T • I# 

i ** t Roy. ix. 8. . 

. y &om. ix. 32. 

*■ - the 
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the ceremonial Law, Was to be preached 
to all men, as well to Gehtiles as to Jews, 
as a compleat everlaftihg covenant neceffary' 
for Salvation and final Acceptance with' 
God. 

This ifounded harih to thdfe who, know¬ 
ing the divine original of their Law, could 
form no idea of arty other RighteOufndfs, 
but what arofe from obedience to that 
Law. Whoever difcharged his duty in that 
refpeft, did, in theii opinion, as much as 
God or man could require of him. In 
anfwer to this the Apoftle argued; that 
they quite miftook the intention of their 
own Law, if they looked not, through it, 
to Chrift: That Abraham himfelf, their 
illuftrious anceftor, fought juftificatibn upon 
the very terms of that Gofpel which he 
was recommending to them, viz. by Faith 
in the promifes of God: That, as thefe 
proinifes were made to him when he was in 
uncircumcijion *, both Jews and Gentiles 
Were included in them j for he is the God 
of them both % and all have peace with him ', 

4 Rom . iv. 10. e Rom. iii. 29. 

( Rom. v. 1. . . 

being 
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being juftified by the fame means; by a 
Righteoufnefs derived folely from Faith in 
our Lord fefus Cbriji , who is the end of the 
Law for Righteoufnefs to every one that be- 
lievetb f . This new and better Covenant, 
not of works, but of grace, was now ma- 
nifeftly revealed j and true faith in Chrift, 
with fincere confeffion of him, were hence¬ 
forth made the flipulated conditions of 
Salvation. 

The Jewifh zealot might flartle at the 
apprehenfion of its abolifhing his old Re¬ 
ligion, and all the ritual Ordinances of the 
Sanftuaty. The Gentile philofopher alfo, 
from feeing no images, no altars, no facri- 
fices, might be equally offended at a Reli¬ 
gion fo void of pomp and (hew : And 
though he fet no value upon it himfelf, he 
could not bear to fee his ancient fuperfti- 
tion run down j if for no other reafon, but 
becaufe it was eflablifhed by Law b . Both 

* Rom. x. 4. , 

* Ego eas, (opinioncs fcilicet, quas a raajoribus accepimut 
de Diis immortalibus, facra, caeremonias, rcligionefquc) de¬ 
fendant Temper, femperque defendi: nee'me ex ea opinione, 
qiiam a majoribus accepi de cultu Deorum immortilium, 
ullius unquam oracio aut do&i, auc indodli movebit. Cicero 
de Natura Deorum, L. iii. S. 2. 

however 
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however, were called to relinquish their pre¬ 
judices, and to accede to that real Religion 
which. required them to ’worfhip God in 
Jpirit and in'truth 1 . 

Not that from hence they, or any other 
future adverfaries, Should conclude, that 
Chriftianity confided wholly in mental, Spi¬ 
ritual graces ; or that, if a man had what 
he thought the anfwer of a good confidence 
from within, was inwardly perfuaded of the 
rectitude of his actions, there was no occa- 
fionito Shew any outward conformity to the' 
requisitions of his Faith; or indeed, to make 
any publick acknowledgement or confef- 
fion of the Religion which he had embra¬ 
ced upon the principles of reafon and con¬ 
viction. , . ‘ 

To guar 4 againft the mifichiefs of Stf 
dangerous a delufion, the ApoStle exprefily 
allures hiS new converts, that-as.Faith i$ 
the root of, all inward Religion, fo confef- 
fion'is the neceSTary outward demonstration 
of it: for. with the heart man believeth unto 

r'K 

* John iv. 24. 

M Rigbteouf- 
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Rigbteoufnefs, and with the mouth conftjjion. 
it made unto Sahation. In the preceding 
verfe, the order of the Words is inverted $ 
where, fpeaking of the only wiy to obtain 
Righteoufnefs or Juftification, he advances 
this portion: If thou jhalt cottfefs with thy 
mouth the Lord JeJiu , and jhalt believe in 
thine heart , that God hath raifed him from 
the dead, thou Jhalt beftroed k . But though 
the words may be tranfpofed, the do&rine 
and fignification of both are the fame: 
Clearly importing, in the language of a late 
valuable expofitor, th?t “ God hath given 
“ a very plain and intelligible Revelation 
“ in his Gofpel* and the fubftance of it is 
*• this, that if thou doft confefs with thy 
** mouth , that Jejus is the Lord, and at the 
** fame time believe in thy heart , with a 
“ vital and influential Faith, that God hath 
«* raifed him from the dead, in proof of his 
“ divine m'iffioh; thou jhalt afluredly be 
“ favtd. . . . * For it is with the heart that 
“ a- man believetb to Righteoitfitefs, or fo as to 
“ obtain juftification; nor can any thing 
** hut a cordial affent iecurc that; and with 

k item. x. 

" the 
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♦* the mouth eonftffidn is made to Salvation, 
** afid that publick profeffion of Chriftia- 
** nity is maintained, without Which a fecrct 
** eonvidfcion of its truth would onlycon- 
“ demo him 

This is the Dodtrine enforced in the 
Words before us, which (hall be further 
confidered, by refledting, 

Firft, Upon the nature and neceffity 
' of that inward principle of Faith 
requifite for our Righteoufnefs or 
Juftification. 

Secondly, Upon the equal neceffity of 
a publick confeffion of it. 

Whatfoerer is revealed in the Gofpel, is- 
moil undoubtedly the objedt of a Chriflian 
Faith, and demands our aflent upon the 
evidence of that divine Authority. But 
though it be universally acknowledged, 
that it is as much the duty of Chrif- 
tians td believe, as to obey ; yet many 

1 Doddridge's Family Expofitor, Vol. IV. in Loc. 

- M2 amongft 
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amongft us have widely differed in their 
notions concerning the nature of this be¬ 
lief. Some have looked upon it in no 
higher light, than as the bare affent of the 
mind to the credibility of divine Revela¬ 
tion : Thus making it no more a virtue ta 
believe what is related of Chrift in the 
Scriptures, than what is recorded of emi¬ 
nent perfons in the annals of common 
hiftorians. 

Others, on the contrary, contemplating 
the excellent commendations afcribed to 
Faith, the exalted privileges, and the glo¬ 
rious rewards hereafter promifed to it in 
Scripture, have no lefs haftily concluded 
it to be the fum and fubltance of Religion 
itfelf: And that nothing more is neceffary 
to compleat our final Salvation, but an im¬ 
plicit acquiefcence in whatfoever they per- 
fuade themfelves comes recommended to 
them by fo diftinguifhed an appellation. 
Both thefe extremes are abfurd and dan¬ 
gerous. True evangelical Faith is neither 
that which arifeth from & view of hiftori- 
cal evidence only; nor is it fo meritorious 
as to fecure to us happinefs and life eternal, 

without 
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without the concurrent teftimony of thofe 
«« good works, which fpring out neceffari- 
4 * 1 y of it, infomuch, that by them a lively 
4t Faith may be as evidently known, as a 
4t tree difcerned by the fruit m It is not 
4 bare fpeculative notion of God and Reli¬ 
gion, or yielding our afient to matters of 
fall undeniably proved. It is not only the 
fettled conviction of our reafon, but it is 
the inward perfuafion of the heart and af¬ 
fections j by which it thus becomes the 
true principle of all virtuous active obe¬ 
dience. 

Confidcred in this light, the Chriftian 
faith, £0 necefiarily inftrumental to j uni¬ 
fication, is not fo much a natural as a reli¬ 
gious principle. It is a grace which dif- 
pofeth us to a ready and immoveable truft 
in God; to a belief in his word, and to an 
unfeigned fubmiffion to his authority. It 
is paying an awful deference to the word 
of God, as fuch ; and not as the refult of 
any human teftimony, which is weak and 
fallible; and our credit thereunto would 

« Art. XII. 

M3 be 
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be more concerned with the matter than 
with the divine evidence. And though 
knowledge and understanding are requifite 
to the perfe&ion of it; yet as its peculiar 
character is an allured confidence and a 
joyful hope, arifing as much from the af¬ 
fections, as from the underftanding; it 
teaches us filently to adore that wifdom, 
love, and mercy of God, which we can¬ 
not adequately comprehend, pr fully ex- 
prefs. 

True it is, that from mifunderftandin^ 
the doCtrine of Juftification, many unhap¬ 
py doubts and difputes have arifen amongft 
Chriftians concerning the nature, mode, 
and degrees of it: Some contending warm¬ 
ly for the fufficicncy of good works; others 
as zealoufly maintaining the all-powerful 
efficacy of Faith; each pleading apoftolical 
authority, to exclude what is equally with 
the other the neceffary condition ofjuftifying 
Righteoufnefs. There are alfo thole, who not 
attending to the difference between divine and 
human Faith, but fuppofing them both to 
fpring from the fame fountain, and to be fup- 
ported by the fame evidence, have been toq 
much inclined to look upon a fiducial afient. 
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as a kind of affront upon the human under- 
ftanding, and an intolerable encroachment 
upon the liberty of private judgement: It 
being the firft axiom in their fchool, that 
Reafon alone is the meafure and ftandard 
of Truth, and a perfect and compleat rule 
of duty in all cafes, both towards God aiid 
man. Moft afluredly an implicit bigotted 
adherence to the dodrines or opinions of 
(nen i§ fhamefully bafe and fervile; and al¬ 
together to regulate our judgement, and to 
form our condud upon the conceits and 
authority of others, of any fed or party, 
is incontinent with the dignity of Reafon, 
and the liberty of Chriftians. But, never- 
thelefs, this very principle which, when 
contidered with refped to men, is pitiful 
and mean; in regard to God, is virtuous 
and honourable. 

If we are fatistied with the authority 
which enjoins the feveral articles of our 
belief, it muft be a moft prefumptuous 
offence to difpute their truth or to refufe 
our affent, becaufe we do not perfedly fee 
and underftand the reafbnablenefs or necef- 
fity of thofe injundions, or are not able to 
conclude decitivelyconcerning them. Abra- 
M 4 ham. 
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ham, who is diftinguilhed as the Father of 
the Faithful, paid an abfolute unreferved fub- 
miflion to the will of God, when he left 
his own country and kindred ”, and went out 
not knowing whither he went Nay, when 
his Faith was put to its ftrongeft trial, and 
he was commanded to facrifice his Son, the 
beloved child of his old age, and the fpe- 
cial heir of promife, he did not argue, but 
obeyed; being jlrong in faith , giving glory 
to God r , he doubted not j but againjl hope 
believed in type \ 

Jf there be any virtue, merit, or praife 
in Faith, it rouft confift in putting our full 
trull and afTurance in the promifes of God, 
in a chearful refignation to his authority 
as fuch, without the vain attempt to ex¬ 
plore or to account for all the difpenfation§ 
of his providence, or the whole reafon of 
bis laws, f* For as nothing finite has reality 
“ enough to reprefent infinite, fo neither can 
“ any thing finite have capacity enough to 
** comprehend it... A finite Being there- 
“ fore mull have a finite undemanding, and 
?* a finite undemanding mull have a finite 

* Ads vii. 3. 

f Rojn. iy. 2,0. 


• Heb . xi. 8, 

* Rom. iv. 18. 
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f* perfection ’ j” or there could be no dif¬ 
ference between beings perfect and imper¬ 
fect, finite and infinite. In all cafes; the 
veracity of God that cannot lye r , nor de¬ 
ceive, is our fufficient fecurity. To reft 
our aflent upon this, is fixing it upon the 
very pillar and ground of the truth *, whole 
foundation ftandeth firm and fure, for its 
builder and maker is God *: So that we may • 
confidently fay with the Apoftle, I know. 

1 whom I have believed “, even him, who is 
able to make us perfeCt, thoroughly furnijhed 
unto all good works w . 

Such is the true Chriftian Faith fo eflen- 
tially neceflary to Salvation, and.fo cer¬ 
tainly productive of good works. Ani¬ 
mated with this vital principle, we {hall 
pot remain indolently fatisfied with a fecret 
mental perfuafion only; but as we have 
believed with the heart, fo (hall we. 

Secondly, See the necefiity of eviden¬ 
cing thefe convictions; and {hall rejoice in 

* Norris on Rcafon and Faith, p. 206, 207. 
r fit. i. 7 ,. * 1 fim. iii. 15. % Heb. xi. 10. 

f 2 Ttm . i. 12. w 2 Tim. iii. 17. 

every 
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every opportunity of making a public!* 
confeffion of them with our mouths, tef-. 
tifying openly to others what we. have in-* 
wardly felt and experienced ourfelvcs. 

As by Faith is meant, not only a general 
belief in Chrift, but a confidential truft, a 
cordial acquiefcence in his merits and me-* 
diation, as our Saviour and Redeemer; lb 
by coafefiion, in like manner, fomething 
more is to be underftood, than a mere ver¬ 
bal acknowledgement of,what he did and 
fuffered for us. It is lolemnly owning his 
mediatorial authority, and profefiing all 
gratitude and praife for the blelfings and 
mercies fecured for us by him, whofe love 
was ftrongcr than death: And though this 
confefiion with the mouth be not an effi-r 
cient caufe of holinefs, it is not improperly 
reputed one of thofe necefiary good works. 
Bowing from the powerful energy of a true 
Faith. It is not mechanically repeating a 
form of words arranged into Creeds and Ar¬ 
ticles } but it is the vifible teftimony of a vir*- 
tuous life, deriving its obedience from evan¬ 
gelical motives, which is the true available 
confeffion of Chrift. And as this confef¬ 
fion 
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fion tnuft be thus iHufteated In the praftice 
and lives of men, ft> muft it be publiekly 
declared with their mouths; for to believe 
in Chrift, and not to publifh and glory in 
fuch belief, would be, like Nicodemus, to 
pome to him feprctly and in the dark; if 
not rather, like Peter, to renounce him in 
{he hour of difficulty and temptation. 

Whfoever, fays our divine Mafter, /ball 
fonfefs me before men, openly acknowledging 
his fidelity to me, him will I confefs alj'o be¬ 
fore my father vpbich is in heaven, reward* 
ing him as folemnly as he hath owned me. 
fut whofofyer /hall deny, renounce, or be 
affiamed of me, or his relation to me before 
tnen, him will I alfo deny, difown, and re* 
jc&, in the moft confpicuous manner, even 
before my Father which is heaven, and before 
the angels of God*. 

This declaration abundantly marks the 
peceffity of an outward profeffion of the 
Gofpel, as well as of the inward principle 
pf Faith. Such 3 profeffion is neceflary, 

* Malt. x. 32, 33 . lukt xii. 8, 9. 

that 
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that men miftake not in a matter of fo great 
confequence, but may be ready always to 
give an anfwer to every one that ajketb them 
a reafon of the hope that is in them 7 ; that 
they may be taught to avoid error and 
confufion, and may be early guarded againft 
any deftruftive dodtrines which, through 
ignorance or defign, may occalionally be¬ 
gin anew to weaken the truths and evi¬ 
dences of the Gofpel. Moreover that 
proper means of defence may be at hand, 
and comprifed in fuch terms as may belt 
exprefs the precife meaning of the word of 
God ; thofe leading articles which either 
comprehend the fundamentals of Chriftia- 
nity, diftinguifhing it in general from other 
Religions, or are the defcriptive terms of 
Communion in the feveral Churches of 
Chrift, have ufually been drawn up under 
the mode or denomination of Creeds $ and 
thefe are made the teft of admiffion into 
the Chriftian Church in general, as well 
as into this profeffion of every religious 
community. 


y f Ptt. iii. ij. 


Not 
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Not that the Church takes upon herfelf 
indifcriminately to propofe articles of Faith 
to be received and affented to, upon her 
own authority j but, upon the full perfua* 
lion and conviction of their being agree¬ 
able , to the revealed will of God. The 
Apoftles themfelves judged this to be ex¬ 
pedient, the better to deliver down to latefl 
pofterity, according to the proportion or ana¬ 
logy of Faith *, pure and unadulterated 
that Dodtrine which they preached. They 
plainly forefaw that he relies would, in after 
times, fpring up and multiply, and fome 
•would depart or apoftatize from the Faith, 
by giving heed to feducing fpirits \ It was 
therefore the exhortation of St. Paul to his 
beloved Timothy, that he fhould keep that 
•which was committed to his trujl b .• or, as he 
afterwards explains it, fhould hold fafi that 
form of found words*', that pattern or exem¬ 
plar of divine truths, which he had depofited 
with him. So necefiary did it feem to this great 
Apoftle, to fecure the aflent of believers to 


% Roih, zii. 6. K urtt 7A0 xtxXtytxt mt vi&w, 

* 1 Tim, iv. 1. A7nmr»fTctf mu mt 

* 1 Tim, vi. 20. c 2 Tim, i. 13. „ 

that 
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that fyftem of do&rines which he had coiem 
ittiited to the particular care of this his 
fitvpurite convert, bis won fon in the Faitb a ) 
a» Containing nflceffary directions to him, and 
to all future pallors of the church, for the 
confcientious difcharge of their duty, when 
advanced to (lations of rule and governs 
ment ih the miniflry. 

This aflent was originally required of 
the Catechumens, previous to their Bap- 
tifm, from the very fifft inftitution of Chrif- 
tianity e . A profeffion of faith, a promifc 

d i *tim. i. 2. 

• Wc read, Afls, ch. ii. that ati Open ptfblick profeifeon, 
or declaration of obedience to the Faith of Jefus as Lord ami 
Cbrifi > with repentance iffins , were the terms which St. Peter 
rtprefented to thofe Jews, who wete awakened, and converted 
by his ftrfl Sermon at Jemblem upon the day of Pentecoft, 
as indifpenfable requifites, before they could be received by 
the initiatory rites of Baptifm into the GrOfpeheovenant. Thus 
when Philip preafbed Jefus to the i&hiopkn Eunuch, whole 
converfiott is recorded in Afts , ch. viri. 1 believe tba* Jefus 
Cbrifi is the Son of God, was the cott&ffion he made previous 
to hk admiffion into the Chriiian Church* Thus alio, Bt¬ 
rieve on the Lord Jefus Cbrifi , was the rtipulated condition, 
tffcgn Paul and Silas baptized the Jailer at PbHippi, A&s, 
ch. xvi. This was the apoftol/cal ufage. •* The declaration 
€i of Juftin the Martyr, (in the next century, Apol. I. $e£h 
** 79.) concerning Baptifm, fheweth, how fuch as the Church 
u in thofe days did baptize, made profeffion. of Chri&iaft be- 
“ lief, and undertook to live accordingly." Hooker Ecclef. 
Pol. B. v. S. 63. 

of 
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of obedience, by way of folemn ftipulation, 
was the prefcriptive rule in all the churches. 
In the infancy indeed of the Oofpel, when 
faith Wat ftrong, and errors were few, the 
form was fliort, and the words were fun pie: 
44 Thefubftanceof Chriftian belief was com- 
44 pendioufly drawn up into few and fhort 
44 articles* to the end tbit the weaknefs of 
44 no man’s wit might either hinder alto- 
44 gedaer the knowledge, or excufe the ut- 
44 ter ignorance of needful things'.” Af¬ 
terwards when men began to corrupt the 
fknplicity of truth, preaching in effed: an¬ 
other Go/pel, than that they had received *, 
and reproaching the Church, that its'high- 
eft point of wifdom was implicit belief; 
and many erroneous notions were moft in- 
duftrioufty difteminated: It became necef- 
&t y, not to propofe new articles of Faith, 
for no Church upon earth is entrufted with 
fuch powersbut to afeertain the fenfe and 
import of thofe before eftablifhed upon the 
foundation of fcriptural and apoftolical au* 
thorhy. ... 

f Hooker’s Iicclef. Polity. B. v. S. iS. 

* Gai, ;i, 9. *' 

In' 
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In doiDg this, the Church doth not ar«* 
rogate to herfclf the power of lording rtf 
over the confcience j but only to declare - 
her fenfe and refolation of controverted 
points; to preferve peace and unity in her 
fervices; and to prevent diiTenfions and' 
animofities amongft her members* Her 
determination. however is of no farther 
weight, than as a probable argument for 
the right interpretation of Scripture ; for 
after all, faith in fundamentals is the necef* 
fary undeniable obligation; and the Scrip-; 
tures, as they are the only center of union 
between Chriftians/To. are they the foie 
rule of Chrift’s Faith. ** Now the prin- 
“ ciples whereupon we do build our fouls, 
«* have their evidence where they had their 
«* original, and as received /rom thence 
“ we adore them, ,we hold them inreve- 
“ rend admiration, we neither argue nor 
** difpute about them, we give unto them 
** that alient which the Oracles of God re- 
** quire. . . . That therefore which is true,' 
** and neither can be difcerned by fenfe, 
** nor concluded by mere natural princi- 
** pies, mull have principles of revealed 

” truth 
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“ truth whereupon to build itfelf, and an 
*< habit of faith in us wherewith principles 
'* of that kind are apprehended V* 

As no Religion can be maintained or 
kept up without fome fyftem of belief; fo 
no religious fociety can be eftablifoed with* 
out fome rule or badge of diftinftion, with¬ 
out fome proof or evidence of the harmony 
of faith and confeffion received by that fcy- 
ciety. The Church of England, with a 
candour almoft peculiar to herfelf, freely 
acknowledges, «* that whatfoever is not 
** read in Scripture, nor may be proved 
4 * thereby, is not to be required of any 
*< man, that it Jhould be believed as an ar- 
** tide of the Faith, or be thought requifite 
** or necedary to Salvation*.” “ That as the 
“ Church ought not to decree any thing 
** again ft Holy Writ, fo befides the fame 
*' ought it not to enforce any thing to be 
** believed for neceffity of Salvation k .” 
And thofe Creeds which (he receives, foe 
receives and profefles upon the prefumption, 
** that they may be proved by moft certain 

h Hooker’* Ecdef. Polity, B. v. S. 63. 

5 Art. VI. k Art. XX. 

N “ war- 
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** warrants of Holy Scripture Where 
this appeal fails, (he is defirous that the 
authority which enjoins fuch dottrin.es, or 
interpretations of them, (hould fail alfo. 

Under fuch liberal concefiions and de¬ 
clarations, (he hath adopted and inferted, 
in the publick fervices of her religious Of¬ 
fices, thofe formularies or confeffions of 
Faith, *« which were the Creeds of the 
«* Weftern Church before the Refbrma- 
“ tion; and becaufe at the Reformation (he 
“ withdrew from nothing but what was 
*« corrupt; and therefore thefe being Ca- 
“ tholick and found, (he dill retains 
** them”.” But however fo cautious is 
(he not arbitrarily to impo(e dottrines of 
Faith upon her members; that if we 
attend to the redrittions- in thofe arti¬ 
cles jud now referred to, it will evidently 
appear, that thefe feveral Creeds are not 
received and recommended, either upon 
their own imaginary authority; or upon the 
credit of the reputed compofers of them ; 
but, upon the fuppofition that they are 
grounded upon the foundation of Scrip- 

1 Art. VIII. 

® Wheatley's Moyer* Leflures, Sermon II. p. 84. 

ture. 
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ture, as perfectly conformant to the Doc- 
trines delivered in thofe Sacred Writings; 
and as being little elfe, than fo many al¬ 
lowed deduced extracts from them. 

Upon this allegation, the Doftrines they 
contain have ever been held as truths of 
real moment and importance. As fuch 
they were at firft compiled; as fuch they 
have ever fince been maintained and de¬ 
fended j and as fuch the acknowledgement 
of them in every Chriftian Church hath been 
uniformly received, and they have been de¬ 
clared to be the Catholick Faith. The for¬ 
mal and precife terms indeed in which they 
are conceived, may not perhaps be found 
expreflly or literally in fo many words in 
Scripture; yet do they contain and affirm 
the fame Doctrines which thofe divine Ora¬ 
cles of truth teach and exprefs in other 
terms, or in words of the fame import and 
iignification. Thefe we ffiould have been as 
much obliged to receive and abide by, if 
they had not been modelled into the form 
of Creeds j becaufe they are founded upon 
the revealed will of God: And the feveral 
articles which conftitute them, are thofe 
N 2 very 
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very Doctrines, in the belief of which 
Christianity coafifts j and by which Chrif- 
tians muft hereafter be examined and 
judged. 

So carefol it the Ch«rch to inftrwft and 
retain her members in that found Faith 
which Chrift and his Apo files left in 
charge as a facred depofit j that as with 
die heart men are required to believe to 
juftification, fo with the mouth confeffion 
Should be made of thofe articles, which the 
heart acknowledges as containing the fob* 
fiance of godly Faith. Wbofoever abidetb 
not m the doSirine <f drift, bath Hot God a , 
nor any Communion or iilttrefl with him. 
Creeds therefore are nettefifery barriers to 
' prevent the inroads of thofo falfe teachers, 
who either from too violent an attachment 
to a favourite hypothecs* or, upon the' pre¬ 
sumption cf die powers of natural Reafon, 
take upon them to contradict, or explain 
away the peculiar do&rioes of Revelation ; 
foch who privily bring in, or by various in- 
fimuations, fying in *wak to deceive 0 , are ar¬ 
duous to introduce damnable bereftes, here* 

* 2 John, ver. 9. 

. • Ifbef. ir. 14. 

lies 
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fie& productive of calamitous apd deftru&ive 
oopfoquepces, which tend to the renoun¬ 
cing and denying the powers, grace, merits, 
fatisfadtion, and atonement of the Lord that 
bought and redeemed them p j even the only" 
Lord God, and our Lsrdjefus Cbriji 

This is the language of two Apoftles, de- 
fcribing the nature of fuch heinous offences. 
Indeed the Scriptures throughout jpeak of 
the authors and fomented of fuch pernicious 
PoCtrines in terms of the fevered: indigna¬ 
tion and abhorrence. They call them ra¬ 
vening and grievous wives', Hars Y decei¬ 
vers feducers ", fafye prophets, yea Anti- 
thrifts '. But notwithstanding all thefc ex¬ 
plicit marks of dire& reprobation, the fub- 
tle adverfary of God and man hath ever 
been incef&ht in fevntg tares mongft the 
wheat* sfnd Herefy is a general calamity 
which hath more pr lefs affedfed the uni- 
verfal Chutch, from the very foundation of 
Chrifhanity: And though it may fome- 
tapes affume an harmlefs and indifferent 
meaning, yet in the religious acceptation 

p 2 Pet, ii. i. ^ M vcr. 41 r Matt, vii. 15. 
Afts xx. 29. • 1 John ii. 22. * 2 John, ver. 7. 

* % Jobn ii. 26. w 1 John iv. 1, and 3. * Matt . xiii. 25. 

N 3 of 
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of the word, it is for the mod part un- 
derftood in a bad fenfe, as implying error, 
that is, miftaking falfe Doctrines for true r 
For though every error be not an Herefy, 
yet falfhood and error conftitilte the mod: 
ufual idea of it. It is alio an error in fun¬ 
damentals, fubverfive of truth and piety; 
as in the inftance before produced by St. 
Peter, of thofe who denied the Lord who 
bought them 1 : Which, whether it precifely 
means denying the reality of Chrift's human 
or divine nature, or his fatisfa&ion, is an 
error of the firft magnitude ; whether we re¬ 
fer it-to the Nicolaitans and Gnofticks, thofe 
early difturbers of the peace of the Church; 
or, whether we apply it to the Arians and 
Socinians, the fucceeding enemies of the 
Faith; or indeed by whatever refpedt men 
deny the Lord, their Redeemer, and their 
God, his nature; or his offices, it mull be 
an herefy of perdition; fuch as diftin- 
guiffies itfelf by its oppofition to feme of 
the main branches of the Gofpel Faith, 
promotes difcord and ■ confufion; and by 
traducing the honour of his Son, is no¬ 
thing lefs than blafphemy againft God. 

1 9 Pet. ii, 1. 

There 
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There are indeed thofe who make He- 
refy and Schifm, if not the fame, yet a9 
to their confequences very nearly allied: 
For though the weight and importance of 
the Dodtrine denied be what principally im- 
preffes the fignature of Herefy upon it j yet 
even an error, which is not fundamental, 
if it be obftinately adhered to, and openly 
publifhed, leading to the breach of Charity 
and Peace, may not improperly deferve the 
name, and incur the fame cenfure. When 
men rafhly and wantonly adopt any lingular, 
though not offenfive, opinions in Religion; 
(and opinion is only fomething between ig¬ 
norance and knowledge) yet if they-fharply 
contend about them, perfevere in, and pro¬ 
pagate them to others, they give therii in 
ibnae degree the nature Of heretical pravity. 

Contentions are often as violent about 
fmaller points, as greater matters. If by 
thefe means, different Sedls are formed and 
encouraged upon principles of fpeculation 
and abfolute indifference, we are authori¬ 
zed by St. Paul to give fuch diffenfions the 
appellation of Schifms and Herefies. I 
N 4 bear, 
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bear, fays this vigilant Apoftle in one of 
his Epiftles to the Corinthians, that there 
he divifions or fchifms among you 1 , from 
thence afcending as to an higher degree of 
the fame crime, he adds, for there mtfi he 
alfo berefies among you, that the faith and 
fteadinefs of thofe •which are approved may 
be made manifefi *. Such differences in opi¬ 
nion, when applied to the breaking the 
peace and unity of the Church by peed- 
lefs and uncharitable disputes, bear the ap¬ 
pellation of Schifms. If they increafe and 
proceed fo far as to fubvert the Doctrines 
of Faith and Troth, they then becpme the 
aggravated crime of Herefy. And this is 
a kind of lull or wantonnefs of the mind* 
of fo corrupt and vicious a completion, as 
to be ranked among the works of the fitfo b , 
proceeding from that natural corruption 
which defiles the mind ■* j for ftrife, feditions, 
wraths, envyings, and fuch like,, are its 
ufual concomitants. 

Systematical Divines have indeed been 
too apt to confider Herefy in two lights, 

% I Cor . xi. • i Cor. xu io, * Gal. v. 10, 20.' 

as 
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as Ample and compound. A diftin&icm 
moire nice than necefiary; for it may pofn 
Ably happen to he no more than mere 
opinion or theory an intellectual error 
only, and (b not cognisable by man \ but 
folcly under his juriidiCtipn who trieth and 
fcarchcth the heart. It is practical and 
doctrinal herefy againft which the Church 
hath power to guard her members, to pre^ 
vent, as much as in her Heth, the public 
cation and infeCfcion i of fuch error and 
faUhoad j and her cenfurcs are dxo€ted r 
not fo much againft Ample opinions enter*- 
tained in the mind) as againft errors taughtr 
and fcattered abroad d . 

Such are the falfe teachers we find de- 
feribed by fame ancient writers, who in 
the name of Chrift and Mofes fight againft 
them both *. Such are thole, who feropte 
not to oommunicate with the Church, and 
perhaps fubferibe to its Articles, and wait 
at its Altars.) whilft, by their words and 

4 V. Forbefii Inftrji&iones Hjft. Theol. L. xiv, C. i-de 
difcrhriine Ecclefia Ctthelicae, ct Haerefeos, et Schif(natis. | 
e Bit cvijtyiTt Xftrst xetf M&rutf, «r«Af pxet xaj 

xetf u fogt a&ZxTVf t Aiupy tqbTuxppTTTifffif. Qonftitutiones 
Apoftolicse, L. vi. Cap. 13. 
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writings, they are induftrioufly Tallying the 
parity of its Faith, and calling in queftion 
the truth of its dodxinesj overlooking, 
defpifing, or rather infenfible of the im¬ 
morality of fo bale and wicked a conduit, 
from the prefumptuous confidence of the 
imaginary innocency of their error. Surely 
they who can fo eafily fatisfy themfelves, 
had need to examine well the force of 
thofe arguments from whence fuch conclu- 
fions arc drawn : What they may deem to 
be merely notional, or Amply fpeculative 
principles, and too indifferent to have any 
influence upon practice, may perhaps prove 
to be effential, fundamental Dodtrines, and 
the belief of them neceffary to entitle them 
to partake of the benefits of Cbriftianity. 
St. Peter and St. Paul, in diredt contra¬ 
diction of thi6 fancied abfolute innocence 
of error, ftrongly maintain the crimina¬ 
lity of thofe, who, without adting contrary 
to the convidions of their minds, negledt, 
(where means of information may be had) 
a proper impartial care in forming their 
principles ofadtion'.. St. Peter in a paf- 

f See AR$ iii. 17. 1 pirn. i. 13. 
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fage before referred to, very particularly ac¬ 
quaints us with the common methods which 
thefe deceivers make ufe of to introduce 
their Dodtrines. 'Ibey privily , fays^ he, 
bring in damnable herejies* ' y privily, that is* 
under colour of truth and piety, and a fin- 
cere regard for the honour of the Gofpel $ 
not declaring at once their real fentiments, 
but flyly and artfully; the word in its ori¬ 
ginal meaning is ftrongly exprefiive of the 
craft and fubtle infinuation of fuch repro¬ 
bate teachers. 

If the apoftolical age itfelf felt the 
pernicious efiedts of a vain, dogmatizing 
ipirit j if fucceeding periods of the 
Church have experienced the fame incon¬ 
veniences j we are not- to expedl the pre- 
fent days to be more exempt from fuch 
troubles, and fuch complaints ; in which 
fo many unruly, and vain talkers , and decei¬ 
vers h abound. We have feen what our 
own Church hath done to preferve the rule 

* 2 Pit. ii« 1. OiTffts Mprat ; * 

* 7 ) 7 . i. io. 
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of Faith, as delivered in Scripture, pure 
and uncorrupt, in order to check, the pro¬ 
gress of heretical invaders; that none of 
her members he reduced for want of pro-r 
per caution qr previous instruction: ‘That 
w may ail fatah the fame thing , and than 
there he no dtvjfans among us j hut that ice 
he farfeftfyjoined together in the fame mind% 
and in the fame judgement \ ■ 

What her doctrinal principles are, does 
evidently appear from tbofe Creeds (he hath 
embodied in her publick religious Services, 
as ft many Scriptural truths. Notwithstand¬ 
ing sill the many popular and pkuiibft ob¬ 
jections which are fo frequently and fp invi-r 
dftuily alleged againft theft Creeds, this is 
certain, that none but thofe who are enemies 
to the Faith of Chrift, will ever oppofe 
the Po^rines established in them. For 
this reafon it is expedient, and even neqef- 
fery, t» retain theft criterion? of found 
DoCtrine. ** And when we have no ene- 
“ mies remaining to Sind fault with the 
** Do&rines, there will be none to object 

1 i C#r. i. io. 

** againft 
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“ againft the ufe of the Creeds, or fo 
** much as to wifh to have them laid 
** afide k .” For the fame authority which 
affirmeth that with the hearts man believetb 
unto Rigbteoujhe/i ; declareth alfo, that with 
the mouth confejjion is made unto Salvation . 

k Dr. Watcrland’s Critical Hiftory of the At^anafian 
Creed, p. 292. 
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HeB. IV. 2 . 

Unto us was the Gofpel preached, as weH as 
unto them, but the word preached did not 
profit them, not being mixed with faith 
in them that heard it. 

W HEN we attentively confider thofe 
feveral evidences, which abun¬ 
dantly demonftrate the Gofpel of 
of Chrift to be the word of God j fome of 
which it hath been the endeavour of the 
preceding Difcourfes to illuftratc: It can¬ 
not but afford us frequent occalions of 

wonder 
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wonder and concern to obferve, that its 
acknowledged truth and importance are 
not always accompanied with a proportion¬ 
able degree of weight and influence on the 
lives of men ; and that, however excellent 
its do&rines, however flrong the motives, 
or forcible the obligations contained in it 
are, for promoting virtue and knowledge, yet 
neverthelefs they are too often found inef¬ 
ficient or ineffedtual to regulate the general 
practice of the world. 

Hence wicked men and unbelievers have 
advanced a popular objection againfl the 
truth and authority of Chriftianity, by ar¬ 
guing, that fitch a feheme of Salvation can 
hardly be fuppofed to be the revealed will 
of the Almighty, from the little efficacy it 
is feen to have even upon profeffed belie¬ 
vers. They hear them fpecioufly haranguing 
upon all die ftveral branches and peculiar 
charaders of their Religion, yet without 
giving that testimony of their convi&ion, 
and of their faith, which their Matter hath 
declared to be the only infallible fign of 
both, their love to God and man. 

. 

It 
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- t It were tQ be wifhed indeed, for the ho¬ 
nour of Religion itfelf, that'this objection 
could be anfwered by denying the faCt, ra¬ 
ther than by feekibg after reafons ac¬ 
count for the mifconduCi. But whatever 
be the caufe, it is certainly not owing to 
any defeat in the Gofpel itfelf 3 either for 
want of more light, or clearer inftruCtion: 
For furely, it hath all the external and in¬ 
ternal proofs of truth which the molt pro¬ 
found enquiry can demand ; and it affords 
alfo all the molt reafonable conviction that 
an intelligent and free agent can defire. 

What kind or degree of influence then 
could fatisfy fuch objectors, unlefs they 
expected that God fhould make: men mere 
machines, and compel them to be good,.’ 
whether they would or no ? He has fup-r 
ported his word however with a.s engaging, 
perfuafive, and powerful motives, as are 
confiftent with our freedom of will, and. 
moral agency, fo far to direCt our -obe¬ 
dience, as to render us refponfible for our 
deviations from it. 

■» 

O In 
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In the foregoing part of this Epiftle, 
the ApblUt Expatiates upon the lingular 
excellency of that Gofpel he was recom¬ 
mending to his Hebrew converts* as great¬ 
ly fuperior to the •word fioken by Angels 
Such and fo great was the original pre¬ 
eminence of Chrift* that thole glorious 
Beings, who were honourably diftinguifhed 
at the delivery of the Law, at the promul¬ 
gation of the Covenant made with the Fa¬ 
thers at mount Sinai, were only fo many 
Diinijlrmg ffitite font firth b to attend him 
upon earth, and to aft in fub&rviency to 
his orders: For exalted as their nature was* 
it was greatly fubordinate to his tranfcen- 
dent character, who inherited n more excel¬ 
lent name than they % as being the Son of 
God hitnfeif. The Jews had ever been ac- 
cuftomed to entertain the profoundeft ve¬ 
neration for Mofes their divine Legislator: 
He truly* vas fafcbfiddh all his hotfi*-} but 
it Was only as a fetMaWt, in an inferior de¬ 
partment, appointed fir a tefttmdny of thofi 
tfnngs HJohich •were ‘-to be fiohen after*, of 
that better difpcnfetioft which the Apoftle 

• Heb. ii. 2. y Heb. i. 14. c Heb. i. 4. 

4 Heb, Hi. z, e Heb, iii. 5, 

was 
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was now announcing'. If they had examined 
the promifes at God made to Adam, to* 
Abraham, and to Others of their anceftorr 
recorded in the Law and the Prophets, they 1 
would have found comprifed in them the’ 
fum and fubftanCe of that doctrine which he 3 
preached unto them: The whole MofaicSP 
adminiflration being calculated to confirm 
this word, and previoufly to inftruft them* 
in the nature and meaning, and prepare 
thett) for the accomplifhment of thofe pro- 
mifes, until the time of full arid final Refor-'- 
motion Jhould -cokie f •, when that difpenfation 
fhould be revealed, in which God would ga¬ 
ther together in one all things in Chrifl *, and 
their religious worfhip and fervices fhould 
be directed to their proper fpiritual defig- : 
nation. 

. . . ’ > 

Upon this account it was necejfary that' 
the ward of God jhould firjl have been fpoken 
to them* •, and they were informed that the 
prefent more perfedt manifeftation of it, 
by the perfonal appearance and preaching : 
of Jefas or Chrifl the Meffiah, was in 

1 Heb. ix. 10. * Bpbtf. i. 10, 

h A 8 s xiii. 46. 

O 2 truth 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 




212 


SERMON VIII. 


truth nothing more than the carrying on and 
compleating of the fame original plan of 
Revelation, which had been previouily com¬ 
municated to them through the medium 
of their own Scriptures. From hence arofe 
the .equal obligation of faith and obedience 
to Chrift in Jew as well as in Chriftian. 
But with all thefe extraordinary fignatures 
of divine Authority, the Apoftle obferves, 
that the word preached* or of hearing, as it 
is more literally rendered 1 , actually pro¬ 
fited them not; that is, they received no 
advantage from, they did not improve it, 
though it was the foundation of their own 
Religion; becaufe it was not mixed with 
faith in them that beard it. Agreeably 
to what we are told elfewhere, that faith 
cometh by hearing , and bearing by the, word 
of God k declaring the neceffity of it.. This 
is the Doctrine meant to be enforced in 
the paflage before us; that as the word of 
God preached formerly to the Fathers in 
the wildernefs, became unfruitful to them be- 
caufe of their difobedience and unbelif 1 5 fo 
neither will it profit us Chriftians to have the 

1 O Xejjff njf Mxom. 

k Rom . x. 17. 1 Hib. iii, 17. 19. 
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'Gofpei preached, and to hear and read thofe 
Scriptures which reveal it, unlefs we re¬ 
ceive and obey it as the word of God* 
This will appear more plainly if we con- 
fider, 

Firft, The connexion between the 
Word and Faith. 

Secondly, The caufes which obftrutt 
* their united Influence. 

The union between the Word and Faith 
is fo clofe and intimate, that as Faith can¬ 
not be without the Word, fo the Word 
without or feparate from the other, is no-, 
thing more than a dead letter, or mere ufe- 
lefs Creed. Not that the efficacy of the 
Word in the leaft dependeth upon us, for 
that flandeth fure and immutable: For 
•what if fome did not believe ? Jhall their un¬ 
belief or rejection of the Gofpei, as St. Paul 
argues with the Romans, make the faith, 
or promifes of God void and without ejfe£t n ? 
God forbid, that fuch a thought Ihould be 
harboured; yea furely, let God be true, but 

® iji. 3. 

O 3 every 
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every men, who indulgeth fuch blaiphtv 
mous cogitations, a Iyer'. His promifes 
are made to faithful fervants : If we believe 
not * yet be abidetb faithful; be cannot deny 
himfelf °, or fruftrate all his folemn declara¬ 
tions of pardon and acceptance. 

This word of God is moreover expredly 
noted to be quick and powerful, and exceed¬ 
ing Jbarp* but Hill it cannot penetrate 
into the heart except Faith (hall firft pro¬ 
cure its admidion j and it will not be the 
Power or tndxument^' God unto Salvation, 
hut to tbqfe who believe. Therein indeed is 
the Rigbteoufnefs of God revealed from faith to 
faitb\ by freib, repeated, and increadng ex- 
erci&s of it j which, in the progrefs of our 
religious attainments, will be ever opening 
to us farther and more encouraging views of 
-die inexhaustible grace and fulnefs of that 
glorified, head of our nature, who came that 
nee might have life, and that we might have 
it more abundantly 1 . For we rauft firft be¬ 
lieve the Word,, before wo can accept* or 
partake of the bindings pf it-: Then Shall 

* Rm.Mi. 4. • tTih.xu 13. * Hett.iv. tz. 

* Rom . i. 16, 17. f Jobm t . 10. 
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we be empowered to fit to our fiat, that 
God is true * j and his juftification will ap.- 
pear the fame in every different period of 
the life of grace, Not that the word is, 
at any time, lefs powerful, or lefs able to 
convince or convert us ; but the promife is 
only to believers: And as there can be no 
Faith, where there are no Scriptures, or 
revealed will of Gad to enjoin and prove 
it, fo Faith is the life and fpirit of the 
Word; according to that faying of the Pro*- 
phet, tbt juft /kal} lino by Faith* 1 without 
which it is imptfik to pleafi God *. Indeed 
wherever the Gofpel is truly received, it 
never fails of its full fuccefsful efficacy in 
promoting the internes of Virtue and Re¬ 
ligion. Rut when any are contented to re*- 
main in an unconverted finful flate, they 
may he confidently pronounced to aU good 
pnrpofcs, ynhehevera or rejeftors of the 
Word, 

Such was the power of God, fiieh was 
the operative prevalency of preaching at 
the beginning, that numbers were con* 

• John Si. 33. * Hat. ii. 4. 

* &K& 6f 
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verted at once to the Chriftian Faith. Such 
alfo of a fudden was the prodigious change 
of their conduct from fin unto holinefs, 
that they became as new creatures “: Nay, 
fo aftonifiling was their renovation, that they 
who had experienced it themfelves, and 
therefore could beft defcribe it, reprefent it 
as fimilar in its effects, and as ftrange in its 
xiperations, as if it had been a pajfng from 
death junto life'" : They call it a rifing from 
the dead* i a putting on the new man 1 j a 
burial with Cbrijl in baptifm , wherein alfo 
woe are rifen with him through the faith of 
the operation or energy of God x . 

This extraordinary effeft of evangelical 
Faith tailed not only during the fervour 
of apoflolical inftrudtion and example, but 
continued fome ages after in the Church ; 
inlbmuch that ancient eeclefiaftical writers 
obferve, that when Chriftians were appre¬ 
hended and brought before magiftrates to 
anfwer for themfelves, none were found to 
Come under the denomination of criminals: 

* i Cor . v. 17. w 1 John iii* 14. * EfheJ. v. 14. 

y EfheJ \ iv. 24. 1 ... 1 

* Col. ii. 1 1. Am 7W wtfutf ntpycmt nr Jur. 
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None of them was charged with or proved 
guilty of a breach of the thoral law. No 
other accufation being Alleged againftany, 
but that of a fteady adherence to the Reli¬ 
gion of Chrift \ • - ‘ ‘ 

Certainly this is an undeniable proof of 
the power of the Gofpel in thofe primitive 
times i and undoubtedly it would have the 
fame good effedfc upon us, in thefe later 
days, if we believed it as firmly, and upoft 
the fame principles as they did. Nay, 
there never was a time, fince the name of 
Jefus was firft preached, even in the darkeft 
and mod ignorant ages of the Church,-but 
the minds of believers were more* Or left 
affe&ed, according to the fincerity and fim- 
plicity of their faith. And if we fhould 
compare the Chriftian nations of the pre- 


b This is the great complaint which the ancient apologias 
and hiftorian* are ever making, that the name of Chriftian 
alone, without any .other fuppofed or implied crime, was a 
fufficient charge for conviction and execution. 'Thefe are 
Chriftians, was a mark of ignominy Frequentlyinfcii bcdupon k 
tablet denoting their guilt, and carried before them, when 
the martyrs were expofed to the fut/ and 'derifion of a 
crouded amphitheatre. See Juftin Martyr’s Apol. S. 3. and 
32. Tertullian’s Apol. c. 3. and 45. Eufeb. Ecclef. Hift. 
L. iv. c. 19. and L. v. c. 1. 
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£tot age, with thole heathens who are un¬ 
acquainted with the Gofpel, we IbaU foon 
be convinced of the amazing difference 
there is between the knowledge of the 
Chriflian faith, and the ignorance of it. 

Far he it therefore from us to fuppofe 
gqlpcl motives to Godlinels any ways weak 
ineffedual, becaufe fome wicked or un¬ 
thinking perfons may go under the ap¬ 
pellation of Chriftuos, upon whom they 
may feem to have little or no influence % 
foot there is ample proof of many (very 
many) whole general tenor of life demon* 
grates, how greatly they are perfuaded of 
the grace and truth of Chriftj v/bm faroing 
net fern, they lwt\ 

Surely, none of us am fech poor profi¬ 
cients in Virtue and Religion, as not to be 
able confidently to appeal to our own con¬ 
sciences, whether the voice of God, and 
the fecret whifpers of the holy fpirit of 
Grace ham not frequently prevented our 
falling into tin; or, if we have yielded to 

c I j* $• 
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- the temptations of it, as frequently attar 
kened acid urged us to repentance ? And 
whether they have not afterwards given us 
the reviving comfortable aflorafiges that otir 
iniquities are pardoned, and the guilt of 
them waihed away by the fprinkling «f the 
blood tfjefus Cbrifrywbo hath obtained eternal 
Redemption for us * ? Neither can there be a 
doubt, but that the power and convention Of 
Faith ftreagtheos and prcferves u$ from fin* 
mid invigorates us with the tnoft animating 
perfnafions of the bleflings of the GofpeU 
through the knowledge <f God, and of Jefw 
our Lord*. To as many as thus receive him 
doth Cbrijl give power to become the Sons of 
God, even to them that believe on bis name *. 
So manifeft is the connexion between the 
Wond and Faith. 

Secondly, We will now canfiderthe 
caufes which obftro& their influence^ The 
fitft and general reafon is that which is 
hinted in the text, the want of a due pco* 
portion of faith, «r a ftrong and leading 
inclination to unbelief, which in the pee* 

d I Pet . i. 2. • Heb ♦ ix. 12. f jz Ptt. i. 2. 

ijobnu 12, 

ceding 
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-ceding chapter is called an evil heart of 
■unbelief*. The Word, or Gofpel preached 
as naturally produceth faith, as the caufe 
does the effedt $ but not being properly 
tnixed or incorporated together, they fail of 
the necefiary beneficial confequences. Not 
that the Gofpel is either abfolutely rejected 
or any ways lightly fpoken of; but becaufe 
the meaning or import of faith itfelf is 
greatly fniftaken; and fomething very dif¬ 
ferent from it ufurps the name, and is 
deemed the efifence and fubflance, and con¬ 
tended for as eameflly as if it was the grace 
itfelf. 

Faith, in the evangelical fenfe of the 
word, doth not fignify an opinion taken up 
at random, or from authority, but a fixed, 
ileady perfuafion both of the truth and cer¬ 
tainty of the things believed, and of their 
great Weight and importance. Becaufe ini¬ 
quity abounds, fhe love of many is waxed cold ‘; 
end numbers take their Religion upon truft, 
without examining into the nature and foun¬ 
dation of it. Giving no earnefl heed to the 

* tteb. iii. i z. 

1 Matt . xxiv. 12. 

things 
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things which tbeybave heard, they eafily- let- 
them flip*. They fee nothing divine and «d- ; 
mirable in it, nothing fo effectual, and, per*; 
iuafive as to prevail upon them to anfwer. the; 
injunctions of it. They receive: indeed and, 
profefs. it, but as a thing of eourfe,. and 
without due attention how much their 
welfare or their ruin depends upon their 
feeling, the-power and living the life o£ 
Faith; or, on the contrary, yielding to thd 
fuggeftions of negligence and incredulity. ^ 

• But it is not a fuperficial. aflent,. which, 
the Scriptures inculcate as that Faith, the 
fruits whereof will bring Salvation. This 
is nothing more than a blind opinion ; fuchi 
a mere formal Faith as cannot fupply us? 
with fufHcient powers to reftrain the vio¬ 
lence of the paflions, or correct the defires, 
of the will. Indeed this fort of counter-; 
feit Faith doth very often exert itfelf for 
the name and (bund of Religion, and ex-i 
ults in its eagernefs and animofity in expo-, 
fing the imaginary fin and folly of a diffe¬ 
rent judgement with regard. to religious; 

* Heb. ii. t . 
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principles. When this aftive zeal fhafl 
impel men to cxpreffions of rancour and- 
bitternefs, or to adtions of violence and* 
parfecution, we have too much caufe to 
& 4 pe& that they are more felicitous for 
Vi&ory than for truth. The fpir-it of the 
Gofjjel is love* gentlencfs, and humility. 
Where thefe-are wanting, whatever preten- 
flons we may make to truth and faith, they 
Will be bur fo many vain and clamorous 
appeals i bedaufe their neceffary concomi¬ 
tants, tHofe good fruits of the Spirit, are 
not feund in them. 

. • ' ' ' <-■ • . • 

• Another hindrance detrimental to the fa— 
lutary influence of Gofpel Faith is, when 
men midake the fhadow for the fubftancey 
and fuppofe Religion to be what it is not e 
Making it to confift ae much in an at¬ 
tention to prescribed formalities, as in the 
enercifee of inward piety. This is con¬ 
nected with, and is the natural consequence 
of the farmer obftacle. In this cafe the 
Gofpel motives, though they may be em¬ 
braced and believed, will only excite to* 
outward duties, or (hews of godlinefs, and 
not in the lead contribute to forward that 
c&entiaf change of the heart and affections, 

which 
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which is the only perfection of true Reli¬ 
gion, the only folid affurtnce of a juftify-- 
ihg Faith. By the rigid and punctual ob- 
fervance of ritual injunctions, an habitual 
facility of oftentatious, deceitful Religion 
may be acquired, without knowing what 
is meant by the inward powers of it. 

Thus the Jews of old were frequently 
cenfored by our blefied Lord for their 
fcrupulous adherence to the traditions of 
their Fathers; their tenacious obfervation 
of external rites and fervices too often lead¬ 
ing them to negleCt the weightier matters 
of the Law, the moral commandments of r 
God.- Chriftians likewife may love the 
word, and flatter thetnfelves their faith is 
perfeftly pure and found, becaufe they walk 
in all the appointed ordinances of the 
Church, and earnestly prefs uniformity to 
her laws upon principles of Neceflrty and 
Salvation; whilft it is to be feared, the 
bare profeffion of believing is but too fre¬ 
quently miflaken for the inward a& of* 
Faith: For the Religion of a Chriftian 
doth not confift fo much in fine notions, 
or orthodox opinions, as in the cultivation* 

of 
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ofthofe feveral virtues and graceswhich 
adorn the mind, which fet forth the 
glpry of God, and promote the general 
good of mandkind. We Chriftians, fays, 
one of the ancients, do not fpe$k great 
things, but we live them'. They did no¬ 
thing for opinion, but every thing for con¬ 
fidence fake; remembring that the end of 
the commandment is charity , out af a pure 
heart , and of a good confcience* and of faith, 
unfeigned m . 

. To thefe reafons which render the Word, 
and Faith ineffectual and unprofitable, 
others of a more vitiated nature may be 
added. Such as an inattention to. the 
doCtrines of Religion in general, when they 
are never made the fubjeCt of thought and 
reflection. Motives are only fo far effectual, 
as they are applied to the mind: If they 
are hot weighed and confldered, they are 
of no avail; like fo many idle and un¬ 
meaning words, they vanifh in found, car¬ 
rying nothing on to perfection. 

1 Non magna eloquimur, Jed vivimus . Min. Fcelix. ■■■-■■ ■ 
Nihil opintonis gratia, omnia confcientia faciam; is the faying 
of another ancient worthy. m i lim. i. 5.; 
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Next ;to this, is that over anxious folici- 
tude for temporal advantages, which fo en- 
grofles the time and thoughts of many, 
that they have no leifure or opportunity 
duly to attend to the fhperior excellencies 
of a divine and fpiritual Faith. The feed 
of the Gofpel, though ever fo good, fown 
upon fuch a foil is choked, with cares, and 
riches, and pleasures of this life, and brings 
no fruit toperfection ** Men thus attached 
to the good things of this world, and ab- 
forbed in the fplendid pageantries of it, 
lofe all tafte and relifli of the joys and 
comforts of Religion, which are only fpi- 
ritually difcerned°, and with the eye of Faith. 

To fuch the Gofpel is bid, but it is bid to 
them becaufe they are lof p . It is not for 
want of a more perfect Revelation: It is 
not that the Dodtrines of it are obfcure 
pnd unintelligible: It is not that the Apof* 
ties and Evangelifts handled the word of God 
deceitfully, concealing or difguifing any part 
of it. Far from it, with the utmoft per- 

■ L#irviii. 14. • 1 Cor . ii, 14. 

* 2 Cor . iv, 3. 
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fpicuity and plainnefs, by manifeftation of the 
truth*, they made it perfe&ly dear and vi¬ 
able. The darknefs and the ignorance 
which the Apoftles complained of, origi¬ 
nated from the malioe of the God of tbit 
world, who bath blinded the minds of them 
which believe not in fuch a manner, that 
they hate the light, neither come to the light, 
left their deedsftbould be reproved*: Porthfe 
knowledge of the truth discovers to them, 
what they are unwilling to fee, the bafe 
fervitude of fin, and what they age more 
unwilling to acknowledge, the danger of 
their finful ftate. Whilft they refledt, fo 
long are they mifer&ble: Wbilft the Oofpel 
reafons with them of rigbteoufkefs, tempe¬ 
rance, and judgement to come, they wifh 
with Felix, to put off fp ungrateful a fiib- 
jedt to a more convenient feaftn*. 'Their 
paffions and their prejudices fo overcome 
them, that they are deaf to all the advice, 
and blind to all the motives of the Gofpel, 
fo that the knowledge of it profits them 
not. Certainly as the love of'God is lb 
conspicuous in his offers of grace und par* 


q 2 Cor . iv. 2. 
1 J 8 s xxiv. 25. 


* 2 Cor . iv. 4. * John in. 20. 
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don, ^tieir ftate pi,ufjt be deplorable, who, 
thrqugh wilfulnefs pervert, through pride 
defpife, or through careleffnefs neglcdt them, 
and thereby unhappily deprive themfelves 
of the benefit thus grfeioufly Intended for 
thepi. Their only j refuge from guilt muft 
be their ignoraqqe of their duty ; which 
ignorappe proceeds from their unwillingr 
nefs to he at the pains to enquire after an^ 
to yndffiftand the conditions of it; when 
perhaps they are deficient in no qther 
branch pf knowledge, but that which alone 
isable to snake tbem-wfe unto Salvation,', 

Upon thefe accounts, it is no wonder, 
that the evidences of the Word, and the per- 
fuafive convictions of Faith are not accom¬ 
panied with better, and more defireable 
effects. Copfidering all things however, it 
is an abundant propf of their real excel¬ 
lency, that their fuccefs and prevalency are 
fo great in the midft of fuch variety of 
felts, and of different religious denomina¬ 
tions, tvbufe divided, feparate interefts and 
principles are continually claihing with 

a 2 Tim. iii. 15. 
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each other; by which unhappy divifions 
no fmall difcrcdit is brought on the honour 
of Religion in general. 

For how can we reafonably expe& that 
the pure and peaceable temper of the Gof- 
pel fliould refide in a turbulent, intolerant, 
or perfecuting difpolition ? How can Chris¬ 
tian ity be efteemed by thofe who are fo de¬ 
voted to the idol of their own proud reafon, 
as to flight and fcornfully to rejedt the aids 
of Grace and Revelation, and to queftion 
the credibility of thofe Doctrines which 
their own feeble powers cannot compre¬ 
hend ? How amazingly do greatnefs, wealth, 
and power engage the heart, and indifpofe 
it for attention to fpiritual truths ? How 
likewife can the arguments of Religion in¬ 
fluence ignorant and vicious minds, who 
have neither time, nor abilities, nor incli¬ 
nation to reflect upon the necefiity, obliga¬ 
tion, or importance of them. 

With fo many obftrudtions to retard its 
progrefs, the little fway which Religion 
hath over the world is eafily accounted for. 
Surrounded with innumerable foliciting 

tempta- 
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temptations, feduced by the example of a 
faithlefs and perverfe generation w ; we may 
alk, who is it that hath warned us to jlee 
from the wrath to come * ? Who is it that 
at any time difpofeth us to holy duties, to 
virtuous actions, and infpireth us with 
good defires? Certainly no inherent natural 
power of our own, no arguments or per- 
fuafions of men, but the voice and word of 
God. It is the found of this trumpet which 
awakens us from the death of Sin unto the 
life of Righteoufnefs. It is this divine 
call of the Spirit which produceth in us 
a lively faith in Chrift, and a filial obe¬ 
dience to his will. Without this, the 
wifeft inftrudtions of the beft of men will 
be ineffedtual. 

If the word of God be fruitlefs, how 
much more fo will be the word of men ? 
If the Scriptures be not hearkened to, 
which are at hand, and whofe divine Au¬ 
thority is acknowledged, it is impoflible to 
hope, that under the dominion of a variety 
of prejudices, the words of weak and fal- 

w Matt* xvii. 17. 

* Matt, iii* 7. 
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lible men fhould meet with a favourable 
reception. But God hath promifed to 
bellow a bleffing upon his good feed, when 
fown upon a proper, kindly foil ; To that 
by due cultivation it will fpring up, and 
bring forth good fruit plentifully, even 
unto life eternal T . 

Such was the lalutary and blefied effeft 
which attended the firft preachers of the 
Gofpel j the "Lord working with them , and 
confirming the word with figns following r . 
And when the miraculous power of his 
Grace, in the converfion of finners, had 
once fpread the alarm : Sirs, what mufi I 
do to be faved * ? was the natural refult of 
the awakened impreffion: They who were 
thus moved, gladly received the word h y and 
believing, they rejoiced with joy unfpeakable, 
andfull of glory c : The Spirit of God giving 
this zeal"and eameftnefs to as many as were 
willing to embrace the offers of Gofpel 
Love. Some indeed were deaf to the call, 
and believed not: But, (hall their unbelief 
be alleged to exculpate others, who^ after 

7 John iv. 36. * Mark xv\. 20. • Alts xvi.30. 

h Ails ii. 41, «i Pit. i. 8. 
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their example, flight all the importunate 
and affectionate addreffes which God is 
ever making to them ? Such muft endure 
the dreadful confequences of their obfti- 
nacy and infidelity. God hath fupported 
his Word-and his Faith with a notoriety 
of evidence fufficient to fatisfy every ratio¬ 
nal .enquirer. If thefe accumulated proofs 
perfnade not, nothing can. God bath pro¬ 
vided no remedy for thofc who refufe to 
liften to fuch indifputable teftimonies of 
his will and authority. They muff perifh 
through their own gain faying and repro¬ 
bate heart: 

So long as there remain men of this 
difpofition in the World, and fuch there 
ever will be, fo long will the Groff of 
Chriff be maligned. Frefli adverfaries will 
be perpetually fprieging up, well trained 
and exercifed in all the arts of fophiftry 
and deceit. Ancient and exploded objec¬ 
tions will be from time to time revived; and 
the mofl plaufible appearances of truth and 
beauty will be employed in decorating anew, 
the mod oflenfive opinions. Many indeed 
and various are the dhguifes, and fpecious 
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the fallacious coverings to elude detection : 
For error feldom fhews itfelf in its own 
natural deformity, and the more fubtle the 
poifon, the infection is always the more 
malignant and fatal. 

Such will ever be the cafe, when the 
pride of human understanding- Shall induce 
men to truil wholly to the Strength of their 
own reafon. This prefumption deceived 
the philofophers of old. This faint glim¬ 
mering light, in like manner, leads mo¬ 
dern theorists into the mazes of error and 
mistake; when the fooliShnefs of man un¬ 
dertakes to folve the mySteries of God, 
and leaves them to Stand or fall by the de¬ 
cision of that deceitful balance. Hence is 
it, that many who pretend a veneration 
for the honour of God and Religion, Shall 
yet accuStom themfelves to infult the per- 
Son, and to traduce the Gofpel of his Son; 
by reducing the former to the State of a 
mere man, and esteeming the latter as no¬ 
thing more than a republication of the 
Law of Nature. Such reafoners are not 
diSpofed to receive even the plainest truths: 
They can fee no neceffity for any Saviour, 

but 
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but what their own. imperfett virtue, or 
ideal finccrity can procure; nor any more 
preferable excellency in the precepts of the 
Chriftian, than in the dictates of natural 
Religion. 

This is facrificing to the idols of a mi- 
ferably deluded imagination. They who 
can thus divert themfelves with the incenfe 
of their own perfumes, may not a little 
exult in thofe applaufes which the Grangers 
to Revelation too inconfiderately beftow 
upon them. 

Happily however they have not, they 
cannot fucceed in their vanities: The wif- 
dom of God, how boldly foever impeached, 
hath been fully jujltfied by the zeal and vi¬ 
gilance of her children 4 : Whilft thefe feats 
of ufeful and ingenuous learning remain j 
fb long, may we pronounce, the Gofpel will 
be oppofed in vain. The bleffing of God 
hath fo highly favoured thefe fcbools of the 
Prophets, that from thence have gone forth 
from time to time the ableft champions 

4 Man. ii. 9. 
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t»d, guardians of tit faith Hthieh vtas onct 
delivered t» the faints * j whofe natural and 
acquired abilities, improved by the know¬ 
ledge of God, and fan&ified by his gface^ 
have been nobly exerted in lb meritorious a 
caufe, and enabled them to detedt the folly 
add impofttirfe of that wtfdeni tehtch defeefidetb 
wet frem above, arid to prove it to be earthlyi 
Jenftuis d&vibfa f . 

We need not refer to the labours of for¬ 
mer days: We Cm with pleasure fcafily re- 
colledt and chearfully boaft of a race of 
prefent worthies, not inferior to the gene¬ 
rations that are' paft< who, with an inex- 
b&ufttbfc fund of literature* end with equal 
(an&ity of life and manners* have eminently 
difti*ngwl£hed themfelves as well in defence 
of Revelation in general, as of particular 
branches of it: Who have elucidated ferip- 
tural difficnkifcs and obfeurities; have with 
pretifion and accuracy marked the progref- 
fiVe ftagfesOf Prophecies already aCCOmplilh- 
ed,asweHaspointedout tbofe thatarefuceef- 
fivcly receiving their aceemplilhment; have 

• Juit, ver. 3. 

1 Jama iii. 15, 
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evinced the nature, importance, find credi¬ 
bility of thofe miracles recorded in Jictipi 
tore, which Were the Obvidtffi arid popular 
demonftrations of fi divine agency; and 
have vindicated the fcriptural Define of 
the Trihity, and the honour, divinity, arid 
perfonality of their Redeemer, and of thO 
Holy Ghoft, from the exceptions of thofe 
Who have called them in queftion, with fid 
arrogance and malignity peculiarly theif 
OWn. 

It Were endlefs to enumerate the long 
lift of thofe who have done honour t6 
themfclves, and have reflected credit on the 
places of their education; by taking ah 
adtive part in favour of the Gofpe'l Of 
Chrift, whenever the to ay of truth hath ap¬ 
peared tO be tiiil jpokett of*, or infulted. 
The extenfive knowledge, the found judge* 
merit, and the manly rational critieiftn dis¬ 
played upon fuch occafiohs ought at leaft 
to Satisfy the objcdtorfe to it, that Chtifthti 
riity is riot that irrational Urineceflary tyf* 
tem they Would Wifli to have it teprti 

* 2 Pftn ii. 2. , 
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Tented ; but that it is built upon the folid 
and irrefragable foundation of Reafon and 
Argument, and is worthy their moil deli¬ 
berate attention. Would they but once 
allow themfelves maturely to confider, and 
impartially to examine the ftrength of the 
evidences adduced in fupport of the truths 
of the Gofpelj they would foon difcover 
the weaknefs of thofe attempts which its 
adverfaries have pertinacioufly made to un¬ 
dermine and fubvert it; and how greatly 
an obedient, reverential regard to its pre¬ 
cepts would contribute to the happinefs of 
mankind. Awakened by thefe impreftions, 
they would proceed from ftrength to 
ftrength; would feel the happy effects of 
increafing light and convidtion j would ac¬ 
knowledge the excellency, wifdom, and ne- 
ceffity of Revelation; and how much it is 
their duty and their intereft ferioufly to re- 
fledt upon the rife and foundation of thofe 
principles^ which have hitherto feparated 
them from the knowledge and love of God 
in Chrift ; and of what importance it is 
that they ihould no longer continue to 
cherifh in themfelves, or encourage in others 

an 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



SERMON VIII. 237 

an evil heart of unbelief b . By purfuing thele 
enquiries in the fpirit of humility and de¬ 
votion, they would become well qualified, 
from their own experience, and would re¬ 
joice to teftify, with what lingular truth and 
propriety the apoftolical inference in the 
language of the text may be applied to 
unbelievers in general, that the word preached 
did not profit them , not being mixed withfaith 
in them that heart it. 

* Heb . iii. 12. 
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